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Tuesday, July 1, 1975 – Colorado Springs Gazette Telegraph - Page A1, Column 5 - By Gary Coleman 
 

Murder of Woman Probed 
 

 The body of an unidentified woman was found stabbed to death early today about 800 feet from where police feel the 
original assault took place. 
 The woman was stabbed in the neck and the left side.  Police said the neck wound, just above the collarbone on the left 
side, was extremely severe and probably was the cause of death.  The second wound was not too deep. 
 Lieutenant Vic Morris of the detective bureau told the Gazette Telegraph that authorities found evidence that the stabbing 
took place in an alley in the 300 block of East Arvada Street.  The woman, said Morris, staggered about 800 feet to the 
Wahsatch Mobile Trailer Village, 1405 South Wahsatch Avenue, where she collapsed and died. 
 The body was found at about 3 a.m. by a resident of the trailer park who was returning home from work.  The victim was 
found on the porch of the trailer park’s office. 
 The stabbing occurred to the preliminary police report, apparently occurred between 2:30 a.m. and 3.a.m. 
 No identification was found on the body or at the scene.  Police checked the missing person file but found no one who 
matched the dead woman’s physical description.  Morris said fingerprints would be taken to aid in the identification. 
 Lieutenant Adas Talley said the neck wound was more than two inches long and was extremely deep.  He said police feel a 
major artery was cut by the knife and the woman bled to death. 
 Authorities said they hope to have the body identified later today. 
 The murder was the fifth in Colorado Springs and El Paso County in two weeks.  Three of the homicides have occurred in 
the sheriff’s office jurisdiction.  The other murder in the city occurred Friday night when a Fort Carson soldier was stabbed to 
death during a drug transaction in the Prospect Lake Area.  
 

 
 
Wednesday, July 2, 1975 – Colorado Springs Gazette Telegraph - Page F2, Column 5 
 

Identify Of Body Unknown 
 

 Colorado Springs police have released a detailed physical description of a woman found stabbed to death early Tuesday in 
an attempt to identify the body. 
 The woman’s body was found in the Wahsatch Mobile Trailer Village, 1405 South Wahsatch Avenue at about 3 a.m.  She 
had been stabbed twice, once in the neck and once in the side. 
 Police said today that an autopsy performed Tuesday showed the woman bled to death after an artery in her neck was 
severed. 
 Fingerprint records failed to identify the body and police said no one matching the victim’s physical description was listed in 
the department’s missing person file. 
 Detective Lieutenant Vic Morris said the woman was 5-6 in height, weighed 122 pounds, had shoulder blade-length brown 
hair and hazel eyes.  He said the body had a two-inch horizontal scar on the right side of the waist.  The scar, said Morris, was 
not an appendectomy but was a surgical scar of some type. 
 Morris said the body was clad in a two-tone green print pullover blouse with a V-neck and long sleeves and dark green rib-
knit waist band and standard Levi-type blue jeans with a brown belt.  Dark brown open sandals with a toe loop were found at 
the scene. 
 Police said the woman’s body was found on the porch of the trailer court’s office building.  Morris said police found evidence 
that the stabbing took place in an alley in the 300 block of East Arvada Street about 800 feet from where the body was found.  
He said the woman apparently ran to the trailer court in an attempt to summon help.  
 

 
 
Friday, July 4, 1975 – Colorado Springs Gazette Telegraph - Page B1, Column 3 
 

Area Law Agencies Work on Murders 
 

 Police Chief Oren Bolin of Colorado Springs said Thursday, “We don’t believe we have a maniacal killer on the loose” as he 
and other top law enforcement officials reassured the community everything possible was being done to find the killers of six 
persons slain in 16 days. 
 El Paso County Sheriff Marion Shipley, Colonel Fred Villella, provost marshal at Fort Carson, and Boling appeared at a 
news conference which Mayor Larry Ochs had previously scheduled to discuss other matters. 
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 Boling told newsmen the six crimes appeared to have been committed for different reasons and each seemed to have “a 
separate identity.”  He was supported by Shipley and by Chairman Thom Foulks of the El Paso County Board of 
Commissioners, another participant in the news conference. 
 “This is not crime in the street running rampant,” Foulks said as he told newsmen the county commissioners have pledged 
any support they can lend to Shipley and the other law enforcement agencies involved in the investigations. 
 Three of the slayings have occurred in the county, two in the city and one on the Fort Carson reservation. 
 Ochs opened the “crime” portion of his news conference by saying that Boling was instituting a “significant” overtime 
schedule for officers with a twofold purpose. 
 Police officers in Colorado Springs will be working more overtime hours in an effort to reduce crime in general but, more 
specifically, to assist in the current homicide investigations, the mayor said. 
 Although he believed the slayings had “separated identities,” Boling said any suspect picked up for questioning about one of 
the killings would most certainly be questioned about the others. 
 Boling also said his department had some “fine leads” in the case of an unidentified young woman whose throat was 
slashed and her body stabbed several times this week. 
 He said he believed both of the slayings which occurred inside the city limits would be solved “in a reasonable time.” 
 Shipley and Colonel Villella joined Boling in saying the investigations into all six homicides are proceeding with the greatest 
possible amount of cooperation among the three agencies. 
 Shipley said there was “constant contact” among the investigating officers, and Boling said the trade-off of information being 
gleaned from the numerous tips was “very important.” 
 Following the round robin discussion of the six homicides, Boling was questioned on two other matters by the newsmen.  He 
said: 

• “The Bell helicopter which crashed, killing a police sergeant and one other persons, was “inadequate” for the type of 
work it was called upon to perform.  If a helicopter program is reinstituted by the department, Boling said, he would 
request a helicopter “that is adequate” for the work, no doubt at a cost much greater than that which was spent on the 
ill-fated Bell.  Boling also said if a helicopter program is begun again he hoped it would be in cooperation with Sheriff 
Shipley’s office. 

• “The recent drop in the overall crime rate in Colorado Springs probably resulted from a “ruboff” from the Special Anti-
Crime Squad (SACS).  Also, Boling said, the “prior” training programs which were begun by the department are just 
now beginning to pay off.  The special training given to members of the SACS unit is having its effect on other police 
officers, he said. 

 The latest overall crime report for the city showed a slight drop in the crime rate, the first time in months there had not been 
an increase. 
 

 
 
Tuesday, July 8, 1975 – Colorado Springs Gazette Telegraph - Page A3, Column 1 
 

Police Identify Woman Who Had Been Stabbed 
 

 Colorado Springs Police Monday identified a woman who was stabbed to death last Tuesday as Karen Elisa Grammer, 18, 
of the Timberland Apartments, 3985 East Bijou Street. 
 Miss Grammer moved here from Pompano Beach, Florida in February.  She was employed at a local restaurant. 
 Authorities said the identification was made after Miss Grammer’s roommate reported to police that Miss Grammer was 
missing.  The description given by the roommate fit the description of the victim and a tentative identification was made by the 
roommate from pictures of the victim. 
 Police went to the apartment and found fingerprints which matched those of the victim. 
 The police investigation, which has been centered on getting the victim identified, is being concentrated on interviewing Miss 
Grammer’s friends and fellow workers. 
 Miss Grammer’s body was found early last Tuesday in the Wahsatch Mobile Trailer Village.  She had been stabbed twice, 
one of the wounds severing an artery in her neck. 
 The police investigation showed that the stabbing occurred in an alley about 800 feet from where the body was found.  
 

 
 
Thursday, September 25, 1975 – Colorado Springs Gazette Telegraph - Page A1, Column 5 
 

Three Men Charged With Four Murders 
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 Authorities believe four of the recent rash of killings have been solved by the returning of indictments in district court 
Wednesday afternoon charging three defendants with the murders. 
 Michael Corbett, 20, of Fort Carson, was charged with three counts of first-degree murder.  He allegedly killed Daniel 
VonLone, 29, of 2210 East St. Vrain Street, June 19; Winford Proffitt, 19, of Fort Carson, June 27; and Winslow D. Watson, III, 
21, of 3604 East Uintah Street, apartment 4, July 25. 
 VonLone was a cook at the four Seasons Motel and murdered just after leaving work.  He was shot, and the body was found 
on Janitell Road, about a mile from the motel. 
 Proffitt was stabbed to death at Prospect Lake during an apparent drug deal which went sour. 
 Watson was shot four times.  Three bullets entering the left side of his face and one going into his hand.  His body was 
found lying in front of 1322 Baylor Street. 
 Corbett is already being held in jail for the first-degree murder of Ricky Lewis, 19, of 834 East Rio Grande Street, who was 
shot September 6 outside Bell’s Nightingale, 601 East Las Vegas Street.  In addition, Corbett is charged with three counts of 
first-degree assault and two of second-degree, all the counts arising out of the incident at the nightclub. 
 He is also facing another charge of armed robbery and conspiracy. 
 The second defendant, Freddie Lee Glenn, 18, of Fort Carson, was charged with killing Karen E. Grammer, 18, of 3985 East 
Bijou Street, who had her throat cut July 1.  He is also accused of killing Watson. 
 The young woman’s body was found sprawled on the back steps of a mobile home at 1400 South Wahsatch Avenue. 
 Glenn is presently being held in jail for an armed robbery. 
 The third defendant’s name was suppressed as was the name of the victim and the date of the killing, as the defendant is 
not in custody. 
 When the indictments were presented to District Court Judge Robert W. Johnson around 3:20 p.m. the foreman of the grand 
jury said that on Wednesday night the vote was unanimous, with the 11 members present voting for indictments of first degree 
murder. 
 There was one exception, the charge against Corbett accusing him of killing Winford Proffitt, the young man slain at 
Prospect Lake.  Here the vote was nine to indict and two against. 
 Assistant District Attorney Chuck Heim requested and was granted that no bonds be set for the three defendants. 
 In a press release made by Heim, he said investigations into these homicides as well as into others would continue “from 
the point of view of determining whether or not additional parties should be indicted in connection with these homicides.” 
 He also stated first-degree murder is not punishable by life imprisonment or death. 
 The investigation was carried out by Police Officers Lou Smit and Roger Green.  The VonLone slaying was a sheriff’s case 
and the entire detective division took part. 
 Law officers at Fort Carson also participated.  
 

 
 
Friday, September 26, 1975 – Colorado Springs Gazette Telegraph - Page A4, Column 4 
 

Man Arrested in Murder Investigation 
 

 A man named in a murder indictment handed down Tuesday by the local grand jury was arrested Thursday in West, Florida, 
and is being held there without bond. 
 The man was identified as Richard Mobley, age and address unknown.  He was indicted in connection with the July 25 
murder of Winslow Watson, III. 
 The indictment against Mobley was one of three handed down by the grand jury. 
 Also indicted, and presently in the El Paso County Jail, are Michael Corbett, 20, of Fort Carson and Freddie Lee Glenn, 18, 
141 East Navajo Street. 
 Corbett was named in indictments in connection with four local murders - Watson, Daniel Van Lone (June 19), Winford 
Proffitt (June 27) and Ricky Lewis (August 30). 
 Glenn is also accused of murdering Karen Grammer on July 1 and another man, Mitchell Martin, 21, of Fort Carson is being 
held in connection with the Lewis murder. 
 

 
 
Thursday, October 2, 1975 – Colorado Springs Gazette Telegraph - Page E1, Column  
 

Man Charged in Third Murder on Wednesday 
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 Freddie Lee Glenn was charged in district court Wednesday with first-degree murder, which now makes him a defendant in 
three first-degree murder cases. 
 Glenn, 18, of Fort Carson was indicted by the grand jury, and the latest murder charge says he shot and killed Daniel Von 
Lone, 29, of 2210 East St. Vrain Street, June 19. 
 Von Lone was a cook at the Four Seasons and was murdered just after leaving work.  The deceased was shot in the head.  
The body was found at the side of Janitell Road about one mile north of where Von Lone worked. 
 Glenn is also charged with killing, Miss Karen Grammer, 18, of 3985 East Bijou Street, who had her throat cut, July 1. 
 Her body was found sprawled on the back steps of a mobile home. 
 The third murder charge says he killed Winslow D. Watson, III, 21, of 3604 East Uintah Street, apartment 4, July 25. 
 Watson was shot four times and his body discovered lying in front of 1322 Baylor Street. 
 In addition, Glenn, who is being held without bail in county jail, is facing further charges of armed robbery and conspiracy. 
 A co-defendant, Michael Corbett, 20, of Fort Carson, has already been charged with four murders, two of them being the 
killing of VonLone and Watson. 
 The third charges him with the stabbing of Winford Proffitt, 19, of Fort Carson, who was murdered June 27 at Prospect Lake. 
 The fourth says he shot and killed Ricky Lewis, 19, of 834 East Rio Grande Street, outside Bell’s Nightingale Club, 601 East 
Las Vegas Street, September 8. 
 In addition to this, he is charged with three counts of first-degree assault and two of second-degree, all arising out of the 
incident at the nightclub. 
 Like co-defendant Glenn, he is also held for armed robbery and conspiracy.  
 

 
 
Tuesday, October 7, 1975 – Colorado Springs Gazette Telegraph - Page A2, Column 2 
 

Man Says ‘Innocent’ To Murder 
 

 Freddie Lee Glenn pleaded innocent in district court Monday to two counts of first-degree murder, and Judge Hunter D.  
Hardeman set January 5, 1976, for trial. 
 Glenn, 18, of Fort Carson, is charged with the fatal shooting of Daniel Van Lone, 29, of 2210 East St. Vrain Street, June 19. 
 Van Lone was a cook at the Four Seasons Motor Inn and was murdered just after leaving work.  He was shot in the head 
and his body was found at the side of Janitell Road, about one mile north of where he worked. 
 The second count says Glenn killed Miss Karen Grammer, 18 of 3985 East Bijou Street, who had her throat cut July 1. 
 Her body was found sprawled on the back steps of a mobile home at 1400 South Wahsatch Avenue. 
 In addition, Glenn has been charged with murdering Winslow D. Watson, III, 21, of 3604 East Uintah Street, who was shot 
four times July 25.  Watson was found lying in front of 1322 Baylor Street.  He has not been arraigned on the charge. 
 The defendant is also charged with an armed robbery and conspiracy arising out of an incident not connected with any of 
the murders.  
 

 
 
Tuesday, October 28, 1975 – Colorado Springs Gazette Telegraph - Page A2, Column 2 
 

Murder Defendant Pleads Guilty to Amended Charge of Accessory 
 

 A charge of first-degree murder against Mitchell Carlton Martin was amended in district court Monday to accessory, and 
despite initial misgivings by District Court Judge William M. Calvert who was “frankly hesitant,” the defendant was allowed to 
plead guilty. 
 Martin, 21, of Fort Carson, was one of two men charged with the fatal shooting of Ricky Lewis, 19, of 834 East Rio Grande 
Street, who was murdered outside Bell’s Nightingale Club, 601 East Las Vegas Street, August 30.  The second man, Michael 
Corbett, 20, also of Fort Carson, is charged with the killing. 
 The hearing Monday, held before Judge Calvert, was somewhat acrimonious, with Public Defender Gene Beville accusing 
the district attorney’s office of “coloring the facts.”  Deputy District Attorney Ron Rowan made strong objections to these 
allegations, flatly denying them. 
 Rowan first told the judge his office wished to amend the present charge of first-degree murder to accessory “as the basis of 
the facts as we know them indicate Martin did not fire the fatal shot or fire at any others.  We believe he did not cause injuries 
to others at the scene.”  Both defendants were also indicted on five other counts which said they injured five bystanders.  
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Witnesses who were present, the deputy continued, had indicated Corbett fired the fatal shot, and moreover, Martin had 
agreed to testify against Corbett in the Lewis case, plus two other murder cases.  Corbett has been charged with ta total of 
four first-degree murders. 
 Beville said Rowan’s remarks had “been a statement of facts.  According to Beville’s sources of information, Martin had fired 
a number of shots at the scene and Martin had said, presumably referring to Lewis, “If we had not got him, he would have got 
us.”  The district attorney “was coloring the facts.” 
 Counsel for Martin, John Cicollela, said he did not believe the plea negotiation had in any way violated the canon of ethics. 
 Continuing, Beville told the judge the court “was being deluded as to the actual facts” and the court should have at his 
disposal the facts presented to the grand jury. 
 The judge then said “he frankly hesitated to accept any amended information” as there had been no public disclosure as to 
the recommendation the district attorney’s office was going to make.  “The understanding about the sentencing cannot be 
placed into the record.  It is not right, it is not fair and the court cannot give the stamp of approval to this.” 
 At this point there was a hasty consultation at the bench between counsel and judge.  Returning to the podium Rowan then 
told the court he would go on record saying his office would recommend probation for Martin. 
 The judge agreed to accept the guilty plea, which was offered, but warned Martin the court would not be bound by any 
recommendation made by the D.A. or the probation department. 
 He proceeded to question Martin about his actions the night of August 30, and Martin told him he had driven the car away 
from the scene of the killing with Corbett as a passenger.  Martin had also gone into an apartment with Corbett where the 
murder weapon was located. 
 Beville continued to object talking about “the distorted facts of the D.A.,” and saying the court had been “deluded,” but his 
objection was overruled. 
 The case against Martin was then continued to November 21 for sentencing.  
 

 
 
Tuesday, January 13, 1976 - Colorado Springs Gazette Telegraph – Page A8, Column 7 

 
Death Penalty in Effect for Corbett 

 
 District Court Judge William M. Calvert ruled Monday in the four murder cases involving Michael Corbett that the court would 
not dismiss the charges nor would the death penalty be set aside. 
 The defendant’s attorney, Public Defender Gene Beville, had claimed there was discrimination in the application of the death 
penalty and that it was unconstitutional, but Judge Calvert, in his opinion, stated there was no discrimination in Colorado 
because of safeguards built into the statute. 
 He noted, “The propriety of the death penalty is a question which arouses strong feelings on each side of the issue as to 
whether or not the state should execute a murderer.”  He said the voters were asked by the legislature to approve or 
disapprove the death penalty and the results were 451,403 in favor and 286,805 against. 
 Beville claimed the death penalty to be “cruel and unusual punishment” and that it allowed discrimination in applying it to 
certain individuals.  The judge wrote, “The Colorado law makes the death penalty apply to all persons convicted of the same 
crime where the circumstances of the offense are similar” and that it was constitutional. 
 Corbett, 20, of Fort Cason, is charged with killing Daniel Van Lone, 29, of 2210 East St. Vrain Street, who was shot to death 
June 19.  He also allegedly murdered Winford Proffitt, 19, of Fort Carson, who was stabbed several times June 27. 
 The third slaying says he killed Winslow Watson, 21 of 3604 East Uintah Street.  Watson was shot three time in the face 
July 25. 
 The fourth murder case states Corbett shot and killed Ricky Lewis, 19, of 834 East Rio Grande Street, August 30. 
 The defendant will be tried four times for each alleged crime.  The dates are February 17, March 11, April 19 and May 17. 
 

 
 
Tuesday, February 24, 1976 - Colorado Springs Gazette Telegraph – Page C1, Column 6 

 
Corbett Found Guilty, Given Sentence of Life In Prison 

 
  
 

 
 
Friday, March 5, 1976 - Colorado Springs Gazette Telegraph – Page B2, Column 4 
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Changes Denied 

 
 District court judges Thursday denied changes of venue for Freddie Lee Glenn and Michael Corbett, both charged with 
murder, ruling that pretrial publicity had not prejudiced the defendants. 
 Glenn, 18, of 141 East Navajo Avenue, is charged with the July 1 slaying of Karen Grammer.  Judge Hunter Hardeman 
denied Glenn a change of venue and scheduled his trial to begin Monday. 
 Corbett, 20, of Fort Carson, is charged in the murder cases of Ricky Lewis, Winslow Watson and Winford Proffitt.  A change 
of venue in his case was denied by Judge William Calvert who set the first of his cases for trial on April 19. 
 Public Defender Eugene Beville’s effort to introduce testimony on recently discovered evidence in the Lewis case, and the 
press’s failure to report it, was labeled an “attempt to try the case in the newspapers” by Judge Calvert. 
 

 
 
Friday, March 12, 1976 - Colorado Springs Gazette Telegraph – Page A15, Column 8 

 
Murder Trial Is Under Way 

 
 A jury was selected and testimony began Thursday in District Court in the first-degree murder trial of Freddie Lee Glenn. 
 Glenn, 18, of 141 East Navajo Street, is charged with the murder of Karen Grammer, 18, of 3985 East Bijou Street, who was 
stabbed to death July 1. 
 Glenn also being tried for the kidnapping of Miss Grammer and the robbery of a 7-Eleven Store. 
 Dr. Peter Witten berg, deputy El Paso County coroner, testified that Miss Grammer bled to death from a knife wound in her 
neck which lacerated a major blood vessel.  He estimated that it took her from five to 10 minutes to die. 
 He said there were three smaller wounds in her back and another on her hand.  He said her face was scratched. 
 On cross-examination, Dr. Wittenberg said “he could not state positively” that all the wounds were caused by the same 
instrument. 
 John Hudson, 1405 South Wahsatch Street, testified that he found Miss Grammer’s body lying in a pool of blood on the 
back stoop of his trailer when he returned home at about 3 a.m. 
 He is the owner of the trailer park at that location, the Wahsatch Mobile Trailer Park. 
 He called the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office. 
 Lieutenant Adas Talley, detective with the Colorado Springs Police Department, testified that he arrived at the scene at 
around 3:57 a.m. 
 He said there was blood around the area and blood four feet nine inches high on the trailer close to the doorbell. 
 He identified the dead woman’s clothes and a bloodstained cloth which was found near her body. 
 He also identified some photographs of the area where the body was found. 
 Also testifying was Mrs. Frances Beasley, 3109 East Brookside Street, whose house backs up to the alley which runs 
alongside the trailer park. 
 She testified that she was awakened at about 2:15 a.m. July 1 by the barking of a dog. 
 She said she saw some lights shine through her bedroom window and heard three loud sounds “like firecrackers.” 
 The jury was seated at 10:00 a.m. Thursday, the fifth day of the trial. 
 Glenn is represented by Jeffrey Tompkins and George Wing.  The prospectors are Ron Rowan and Jerry Nelson.  Judge 
Hunter D. Hardeman is on the bench. 
 

 
 
Sunday, March 14, 1976 - Colorado Springs Gazette Telegraph – Page A5, Column 1 - By Molly Parrish 

 
Witness Says Defendant Stabbed Karen Grammer Following Robbery 

 
 Karen Grammer was abducted from the parking lot of the Red Lobster Inn, 275 South Academy Boulevard, was taken along 
on the robbery of a 7-Eleven Store and was later stabbed to death by Freddie Lee Glenn, a witness testified Saturday during 
Glenn’s trial. 
 Glenn, 18, of 141 South Navajo Street, is charged with the first-degree murder of Miss Grammer, her kidnapping and the 
robbery. 
 Larry Dunn, who was given immunity by Judge Hunter Hardeman for his testimony, said that he was a soldier stationed at 
Fort Carson at the time of the murder and shared an apartment with Glenn at the Arvada House Apartments. 
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 He was that he Glenn and another man abducted the 18-year-old girl because they intended to rob the restaurant and were 
afraid she could identify them. 
 Dunn said plans for the robbery were discussed early in the evening of June 30, 1975 at a party at his and Glenn’s 
apartment.  He said that he, Glenn and the third accomplice had been drinking wine and smoking marijuana.  He said that 
earlier that day he had taken a “yellow microdot,” a drug which he described as a “nerve controller.” 
 He said that when he, Glenn and the third man left the apartment he had a .38-revolver and the third man with a knife. 
 He said they drove around for a while, and he suggested they rob the Red Lobster.  He said they parked near the restaurant 
and he and the third man got out and walked toward the building.  Glenn stayed in the car. 
 He said Grammer was sitting outside the restaurant.  He told the third man to tell her to come with them.  He said and “she 
gave him a hassle,” Dunn said. 
 He said his accomplice showed her his gun and “she took the plans a little more serious then.” 
 They put her in the front seat of the car with Glenn and then they went into the restaurant.  In the lobby, a man came and 
asked them what they were doing. 
 “I got scared and we left.” Dunn said. 
 He said they later went to a Kwik Way store but left when they saw it was closed.  They then went to the 7-Eleven at 3808 
East Pikes Peak Avenue. 
 Glenn and the girl waited in the car while he and the other man went in and robbed the place, he said.  They took some 
money and some cheap jewelry. 
 Dunn said they went then to the third man’s apartment, which was on Weber Street. 
 He said that once in the apartment, Glenn and the girl went into the bedroom. 
 While they were in the bedroom, Dunn said he and the third man “talked about what we should do with the girl.” 
 He said neither he nor the other man wanted to kill the girl and “if the girl was going to be killed, Freddie was going to have 
to do it.” 
 He said Glenn came out of the bedroom alone about 30 minutes later, and the third man went in.  He said he told Glenn that 
he and the third man agreed not to kill the girl. 
 He said Glenn “didn’t say he wouldn’t, so I got to understand that he would,” (kill you). 
 Dunn said that when the third man came out of the bedroom he went in and had intercourse with the girl. 
 He said before they left the apartment, the third man gave Glenn the knife. 
 Dunn said he and the other two men and the girl left the apartment and got into the car, a while Oldsmobile that belonged to 
Glenn. 
 Dunn said he drove the car to an alley where he stopped and turned off the car lights. 
 He said Glenn and the girl, who had been sitting in the back seat, got out on the right side of the car. 
 “I heard him (Glenn) say ‘raise your head’ and then after that he heard a click,” Dunn said.  Asked by Prosecutor Ron 
Rowan to described a “click.”  Dunn thumped his hand on the witness stand. 
 “I saw two bodies in motion.  It sounded like something was being twisted on bone or rock or something.  She was falling, 
and he fell with her.  After struggling on the ground he got up and got in the car, and I pulled off.” 
 Dunn said that while Glenn and the girl were outside the car “I heard a little scream.  It sounded as though she was gargling. 
 “The last I saw her she was on the ground.” 
 Dunn said he drove back to the Arvada House Apartments and shortly after that the third man went home.  He said there 
was blood on the car, and Glenn also had blood on his hands, he said. 
 “Tick (Glenn’s nickname) said that when he struck her in the throat his finger slipped in the hole.” 
 He said Glenn told him he had thrown the knife away. 
 Dunn said he and Glenn later smoked some more marijuana and then went to bed. 
 Dunn testified for most of the day Saturday. 
 Testimony earlier in the trial revealed that Miss Grammer was employed by the Red Lobster but was not on duty that night.  
She was last seen at about 11:30 p.m. June 30 in her apartment at 3985 East Bijou Street, less than a mile from the 
restaurant.  He body was discovered early the morning of July 1 in a trailer park at 1405 South Wahsatch Avenue. 
 Jeffrey Tompkins and George Wing are representing Glenn.  Prosecutors are Rowan and Jerry Nelson. 
 Testimony is scheduled to resume at 9 a.m. Monday. 
 

 
 
Wednesday, March 17, 1976 - Colorado Springs Gazette Telegraph – Page A11, Column 1 

 
Glenn Is Found Guilty of Murder; Jury Deliberated 2½ Hours Tuesday 

 
 Freddie Lee Glenn, 141 South Navajo Street, was found guilty Tuesday of the first-degree murder of Karen Grammer, her 
kidnapping and the aggravated robbery of a 7-Eleven Store at 3808 East Pikes Peak Avenue. 
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 The jury began deliberations at about 3:30 p.m. and was finished with deliberations at about 6:00 p.m. 
 Miss Grammer, 18, of 3985 East Bijou Street, was murdered in the early hours of July 1, 1975. 
 The prosecution’s case was based largely on the testimony of Larry Dunn, who was given immunity by Judge Hunter 
Hardeman for his testimony. 
 Dunn had testified that he, Glenn and a third man abducted Miss Grammer from the parking lot of the Red Lobster Inn, 275 
South Academy Boulevard, late the night of June 30, 1975, because they intended to rob it and were afraid she could identify 
them.  They put her in the car with Glenn, who was the getaway driver, and Dunn and the third man entered the restaurant but 
later decided not to rob it because, as Dunn said, “I got scared, and we left.” 
 Dunn said they later drove to the 7-Eleven, which they robbed of about $60 in cash and some inexpensive jewelry.  There, 
as before, Glenn stayed in the car with Miss Grammer and Dunn and the third man robbed the store. 
 They then drove to the third man’s apartment where the three men had intercourse with their hostage and they discussed 
what to do with her. 
 Dunn said he and the third man decided they wouldn’t kill her.  He said he told Glenn this and he said Glenn “Didn’t say he 
wouldn’t, so I got to understand that he would (kill her).” 
Dunn said they later got into Glenn’s car and Dunn drove to an alley, stopped and turned out the lights of the car.  He said 
Glenn then got out of the back seat with Miss Grammer and stabbed her in the throat. 
 The defense Tuesday called to the stand Abram “Bobo” Meadows who said he was a friend of Glenn and said he was at a 
party at Glenn’s apartment early the evening of June 30. 
 He said that Glenn was “guzzling wine” that evening and smoking marijuana.  “He just seemed like he wanted to get super 
high.” 
 He also said that Glenn ad taken some “acid” that night. 
 In his closing arguments, defense attorney Jeff Tompkins said that “This case can be summed up in two words - drugs and 
Dunn. 
 “Larry Dunn’s testimony does not prove that Freddie Lee Glenn is guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. 
 “You’ve got to ask yourself who is the stool pigeon and what is his reason for doing it,” Tompkins told the jury. 
 Concerning drugs, Tompkins said, “I submit to you that he (Glenn) was stoned out of his mind.  He couldn’t drive and he 
couldn’t see.” 
 In his closing argument before the jury, prosecutor Ron Rowan said, “You know Freddie Lee Glenn is the man that stabbed 
Karen Grammer in the back and left her to die.” 
 

 
 
Thursday, March 18, 1976 - Colorado Springs Gazette Telegraph – Page A1, Column 6 

 
Glenn Sentenced to Death 

 
 Convicted murderer Freddie Lee Glenn was sentenced to death Wednesday night by a district court jury. 
 The decision was returned at 9:30 p.m. after four and one-half hours deliberations. 
 Glenn, 19, of 141 East Navajo Street, was found guilty Tuesday night of murdering 18-year-old Karen Grammer of 3985 
East Bijou Street, who was stabbed to death July 1. 
 The defendant was also found guilty of armed robbery of a 7-Eeven Store and kidnapping Miss Grammer. 
 All of the proceedings Wednesday were devoted to what is called “phase two” when the jury must determine the penalty 
having heard evidence on mitigation or aggravation. 
 Defense counsel Jeff Tompkins, who represented Glenn together with George Wing, called Dr. Richard Conde who told the 
jury the defendant had “defects in his recollection” on the night of July 1. 
 Glenn had told the witness he had taken marijuana, LSD and drank wine the night of the murder.  He had heard “strange 
sounds, seen colors, wavy lines and everything was moving very rapidly.” 
 Conde said in his opinion on that night, the accused had been suffering “significant impairment.”  He had no reason to 
believe Glenn lied to him as he “took full responsibility for the killing of the girl.”  The witness said further Glenn knew right from 
wrong. 
 Another psychiatrist, Dr. Don Cole of Pueblo, testified he believed Glenn lied to him at the first interview and at subsequent 
interviews. 
 In his closing argument Deputy District Attorney Ronald Rowan, who prosecuted with Deputy Jerry Nelson said that on “that 
night of horror” the victim was not dead when Glenn left her after the stabbing. 
 “Can you think of a more cruel, heinous way to die, he demanded?  She was struggling down that alley, gasping, crawling, 
crying, losing blood, and hoping to God no to died.” 
 Earlier testimony revealed Miss Grammer had been abducted by the defendant and two other men after she witnessed them 
holding up a store.  They also raped her. 
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 Referring to a prosecution witness, Larry Dunn, Rowan said he had testified Glenn was in full control of himself and knew 
what he was doing.  The attorney reminded the jury Dunn had said he heard Glenn tell Miss Grammer to raise her head after 
she had been blindfolded.  He then stabbed her and this indicated “rational conduct.” 
 Rowan ended saying “I ask you to make him accountable for his acts and not accept a trumped up defense.” 
 Defense counsel Tompkins poured scorn on the People’s witness, Dunn.  Dunn was awarded immunity in return for his 
testimony.  ‘I would not have the guts and audacity to turn Larry Dunn free,” Tompkins hotly declared. 
 He insisted Glenn’s thinking processes had been impaired that night by liquor and drugs. 
 Returning to the attack on Dunn, the attorney said he was the “real principal” in the affair.  It was his idea to bring the girl 
back to the car after she saw the men, his idea to rob the store and it was Dunn who had the gun.  “Who could have stopped 
what he knew was going to happen?” he demanded “Dunn.” 
 Referring to his client, Tompkins said, “remember he’s only 19.  He was stoned.  Does mitigating circumstances exist? He 
ended. 
 In a short rebuttal Nelson said that Dunn was not on trial but Glenn.  He reminded the jury Dr. Cole had decided the 
defendant was liar even before he had finished his first examination. 
 Glenn has been found guilty of another murder, the killing of Howard Van Lone, who was murdered for 50 cents.  The 
defendant got life and is awaiting sentencing.  Judge Hunter D. Hardeman, who presided in the recent trial and that involving 
Van Lone, did not allow the jury to hear about the previous conviction.  
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Glenn Sentenced to Death For Killing of Young Girl 

 
 An impassive Freddie Lee Glenn was sentenced to death Friday by Judge Hunter D. Hardeman for what the judge called 
“the cold-blooded killing of a young girl.” 
 Glenn, now 19, of 141 East Navajo Street, was found guilty by a district court jury March 8 for the first-degree murder of 
Karen Elisa Grammer, 18, of 3985 East Bijou Street.  He was also found guilty of second-degree kidnapping and armed 
robbery. 
 Miss Grammer had her throat cut July 1 after witnessing Glenn and two other men committing an armed robbery. 
 The judge gave the defendant eight years for the kidnapping and 12 to 16 for the armed robbery. 
 He commented the court had no discretion in the murder charge for the jury had set the penalty at death. 
 Defense counsel Jeffrey Thompkins said “there was no evidence that the death sentence was a deterrent.”  He also added 
“to kill a criminal is utterly inconsistent with attempts to rehabilitate them.” 
 Deputy District Attorney Jerry Nelson reminded the court Glenn had already been found guilty of another murder and was 
now serving a life sentence.  This was the shooting slaying of Daniel Van Lone, 29, of 2210 East St. Vrain Street, who was 
killed June 19 for 50 cents. 
 Judge Hardeman said the court could not ignore the prior murder conviction which also involved a robbery.  Miss Grammer, 
he went on, “was left to bleed to death and Glenn wielded the death weapon.” 
 The only reason the girl was killed, the judge added, was that she might identify the robbers.  “There was no rhyme or 
reason for what happened.” 
 He ended saying Glenn should be held in solitary confinement in the penitentiary until August 21.  “on that day an hour will 
be designated by the warden and the defendant will be taken to a place and put to death by lethal gas.” 
 In conclusion he added that should the sentence be commuted all of Glenn’s sentences arising out of the Grammer case 
should run consecutively. 
 In a related case, Eric McLeod, 20, of Holly Springs, North Carolina, went before Judge Robert Johnson, pleaded guilty to 
raping Miss Grammer, also guilty to the armed robbery at the 7-Eleven Store, and the district attorney’s office indicated that on 
June 4 when the defendant will be sentenced, the murder charge would be dismissed.  
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Rape, Robbery Defendant McLeod is Sent to Prison 

 
 Eric J. McLeod, who previously pleaded guilty to rape and armed robbery, when two other counts of murder and kidnapping 
were dismissed, was sentenced Friday by District Court Judge Robert W. Johnson to 15 to 20 years in the penitentiary on both 
counts, the two sentences to run concurrently. 
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 McLeod, 20, of Holly Springs, North Carolina, was charged with the rape of Karen Elisa Grammer, 18, who was murdered 
July 1, 1975.  He was also charged with a stickup at a local 7-Eleven store, which Miss Grammer, of 3985 East Bijou Street. 
 On Friday defense counsel Tom Henley told the judge his client had not done the killing, but that Freddie Lee Glenn, 18, of 
141 East Navajo Street, had cut Miss Grammer’s throat. 
 Glenn has already been sentenced to death for his part in the crime.  Henley said McLeod had attempted to dissuade Glenn 
from murdering the young woman and that it was not he but Glenn who formulated the plan.  Miss Grammer was murdered 
because she would have been able to identify the robbers at the store. 
 The judge commented it was McLeod’s first involvement with the law but that he “had picked a serious offense.”  He then 
passed sentence. 
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Glenn Indictment Amended by Jury 

 
 An amended indictment against accused murderer Freddie Lee Glenn was returned by the grand jury Wednesday now 
charging him with felony murder in place of first-degree murder, plus rape and kidnapping in the case involving the slaying of 
Karen Grammer. 
 Felony murder carries the death penalty as does kidnapping.  In addition, Glenn, 18, of 141 East Navajo Street, was 
charged with another armed robbery, now making a total of two armed robberies. 
 A report said Miss Grammer, 18, of the Timber Lane Apartments, 3985 East Bijou Street, was murdered July 1, as she 
witnessed an armed robbery at a 7-Eleven Store.  Her throat was cut and she was found lying in the back of a trailer in the 
1400 block of South Wahsatch Avenue. 
 The report also added that there is evidence she was raped before she was murdered. 
 The murder charge was amended because of the additional felony charges.  In the first-degree murder the district attorney’s 
office must prove premeditation whereas under the felony murder statute the prosecution need only show death occurred 
during the commission of a felony.  It is up to the jury, should Glenn be convicted, to impose death. 
 Another murder charge against Glenn has been dismissed.  Assistant District Attorney Charles Heim said a lengthy 
investigation revealed in the July 2 killing of Winslow Watson, 22, of Fort Carson. 
 Trial for the Grammer case has not been reset for March 5.  The defendant however is still charged with two other murders. 
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Judge Hardeman Denies Motion for Venue Change 

 
 A motion for a change of venue in the case involving Freddie Lee Glenn, charged with three murders, was denied Thursday 
by District Court Judge Hunter D. Hardeman. 
 Glenn, 18, of 141 East Navajo Street, is charged with killing Daniel Howard Van Lone, 29, of 2210 East St. Vrain Street, who 
was shot to death June 19; Karen Elisa Grammer, 18, of 3985 East Bijou Street, stabbed and murdered, July 1, and the 
stabbing death of Winford Proffitt, 19, Fort Carson, June 27. 
 On Thursday defense counsel Jeff Thompkins called a number of newsmen to the stand and news stories involving murder 
were admitted into evidence.  The hearing only involved the Van Lone slaying. 
 Between June and October of 1975, said Thompkins “There was a state of hysteria prevailing in Colorado Springs as there 
had been about one murder each week.” 
 One of his witnesses, Ronald Headlee of KRDO, testified that anyone charged with “multiple murders” should be granted a 
change of venue, however, there was a possibility Glenn could receive a fair trial. 
 Dick Schaffer, former county planner for Teller County, said there was a question in his mind of the defendant could receive 
a fair trial.  David Booles of KIIQ echoed Schaffer’s views and thought the publicity had been “excessive.” 
 Bob Ludwig of the Gazette Telegraph said that, based upon the newspaper articles, he believed Glenn could receive a fair 
and impartial trial.  The publicity involving Glenn had been “moderate.” 
 In making his ruling, Judge Calvert said the publicity had “not been massive.”  He said the real test would come during jury 
selection and then any prejudice would be clearly demonstrated.  If this was to happen, then defense counsel could renew the 
motion. 
 The district attorney’s office was represented by Jerry Nelson and Tony Johnson. 
 Glenn will be tried February 9 for the Van Lone slaying, March 8 for that of Miss Grammer, and April 12 for Proffitt.  
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Man Charged With Murdering Woman, 18, Set for Trial May 17 

 
 Eric J. McLeod pleaded innocent in district court Friday to first-degree murder, kidnapping and rape, and Judge Robert W. 
Johnson set May17 for trial. 
 McLeod, 20, of Holly Springs, North Carolina, is charged with the kidnapping, rape and killing of Karen Elisa Grammer, 18, 
of 3985 East Bijou Street, who was murdered July 1 when her throat was cut.  The young woman’s body was found lying on 
the back steps of a mobile home in the 1400 block of South Wahsatch Avenue. 
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Changes Denied 

 
 District court judges Thursday denied changes of venue for Freddie Lee Glenn and Michael Corbett, both charged with 
murder, ruling that pretrial publicity had not prejudiced the defendants. 
 Glenn, 18, of 141 East Navajo Avenue, is charged with the July 1 slaying of Karen Grammer.  Judge Hunter Hardeman 
denied Glenn a change of venue and scheduled his trial to begin Monday. 
 Corbett, 20, of Fort Carson, is charged in the murder cases of Ricky Lewis, Winslow Watson and Winford Proffitt.  A change 
of venue in his case was denied by Judge William Calvert who set the first of his cases for trial on April 19. 
 Public Defender Eugene Beville’s effort to introduce testimony on recently discovered evidence in the Lewis case, and the 
press’s failure to report it, was labeled an “attempt to try the case in the newspapers” by Judge Calvert.  
 

 
 
Tuesday, March 9, 1976 - Colorado Springs Gazette Telegraph – Page A13, Column 5 

 
Selection Of Jury Being Made 

 
 Jury selection for the trial of Freddie Lee Glenn, charged with kidnapping, murder and armed robbery, entered its second 
day in district court today. 
 Glenn, 18, of 141 East Navajo Street, is charged with kidnapping and murdering Karen Elisa Grammer, 18, of the Timber 
Lane Apartments, 3985 East Bijou Street, July 1.  The third count says he robbed a 7-Eleven Store. 
 Should the defendant be found guilty he could be sentenced to death. 
 Miss Grammer was stabbed in the neck and left side in an alley in the 300 block of East Arvada Street and staggered about 
800 feet to the Wahsatch Mobile Trail Village, 1405 South Wahsatch Avenue, where she collapsed and died. 
 Glenn is represented by Jeffrey Tompkins and George Wing, while Ron Rowan and Jerry nelson of the district attorney’s 
office are prosecuting.  The judge is Hunter D. Hardeman. 
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Jury Still Not Picked For Trial 

 
 A district court jury had not been selected at 5:45 p.m. Wednesday for the murder trial of Freddie Lee Glenn, and selection 
started again this morning, the fourth day. 
 Glenn, 18, of 141 Navajo Street, is charged with the murder of Karen Elisa Grammer, 18, of 3985 East Bijou Street, who 
was stabbed to death July 1.  Miss Grammer was stabbed in the side and the throat. 
 Glenn is also being tried for the kidnapping of Miss Grammer plus the armed robbery of a 7-Eleven Store.  He is 
represented by Jeffrey Tompkins and George Wind.  The prosecutors are Ronald Rowan and Jerry Nelson.  Judge Hunter D. 
Hardeman is on the bench.  
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Murder Trial Is Under Way 

 
 A jury was selected and testimony began Thursday in District Court in the first-degree murder trial of Freddie Lee Glenn. 
 Glenn, 18, of 141 East Navajo Street, is charged with the murder of Karen Grammer, 18, of 3985 East Bijou Street, who was 
stabbed to death July 1. 
 Glenn also is being tried for the kidnapping of Miss Grammer and the robbery of a 7-Eleven Store. 
 Dr. Peter Wittenberg, deputy El Paso County Coroner, testified that Miss Grammer bled to death from a knife wound in her 
neck which lacerated a major blood vessel.  He estimated that it took her from five to 10 minutes to die. 
 He said there were three smaller wounds in her back and another on her hand.  He said her face was scratched. 
 On cross-examination, Dr. Wittenberg said “he could not state positively that all the wounds were caused by the same 
instrument. 
 John Hudson, 1405 South Wahsatch Street, testified that he found Miss Grammer’s body lying in a pool of blood on the 
back stoop of his trailer when he returned home at about 3 a.m. July 1. 
 He is the owner of the trailer park at that location, the Wahsatch Mobile Trailer Park. 
 He called the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office. 
 Lieutenant Adas Talley, detective with the Colorado Springs Police Department, testified that he arrived at the scene at 
around 3:57 a.m. 
 He said there was blood around the area and blood four feet nine inches high on the trailer close to the doorbell. 
 He identified the dead woman’s clothes and a bloodstained cloth which was found near her body. 
 He also identified some photographs of the area where the body was found. 
 Also testifying was Mrs. Frances Beasley, 3109 East Brookside Street, whose house back up to the alley which runs 
alongside the trailer park. 
 She testified that she was awakened at about 2:15 a.m. July 1, by the barking of a dog. 
 She said she saw some lights shine through her bedroom window and heard three loud sounds “like firecrackers.” 
 The jury was seated at 10:30 a.m. Thursday, the fifth day of the trial. 
 Glenn is represented by Jeffrey Thompkins and George Wing.  The prosecutors are Ron Rowen and Jerry Nelson.  Judge 
Hunter D. Hardeman is on the bench.  
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Witness Says Defendant Stabbed Karen Grammer Following Robbery 

 
 Karen Grammer was abducted from the parking lot of the Red Lobster Inn, 275 South Academy Boulevard, was taken along 
on the robbery of a 7-Eleven Store and was later stabbed to death by Freddie Lee Glenn, a witness testified Saturday during 
Glenn’s trial. 
 Glenn, 18, of 141 South Navajo Street, is charged with the first-degree murder of Miss Grammer, her kidnapping and the 
robbery. 
 Larry Dunn, who was given immunity by Judge Hunter Hardeman for his testimony, said that he was a soldier stationed at 
Fort Carson at the time of the murder and shared an apartment with Glenn at the Arvada House Apartments. 
 He was that he Glenn and another man abducted the 18-year-old girl because they intended to rob the restaurant and were 
afraid she could identify them. 
 Dunn said plans for the robbery were discussed early in the evening of June 30, 1975 at a party at his and Glenn’s 
apartment.  He said that he, Glenn and the third accomplice had been drinking wine and smoking marijuana.  He said that 
earlier that day he had taken a “yellow microdot,” a drug which he described as a “nerve controller.” 
 He said that when he, Glenn and the third man left the apartment he had a .38-revolver and the third man with a knife. 
 He said they drove around for a while, and he suggested they rob the Red Lobster.  He said they parked near the restaurant 
and he and the third man got out and walked toward the building.  Glenn stayed in the car. 
 He said Grammer was sitting outside the restaurant.  He told the third man to tell her to come with them.  He said and “she 
gave him a hassle,” Dunn said. 
 He said his accomplice showed her his gun and “she took the plans a little more serious then.” 
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 They put her in the front seat of the car with Glenn and then they went into the restaurant.  In the lobby, a man came and 
asked them what they were doing. 
 “I got scared and we left.” Dunn said. 
 He said they later went to a Kwik Way store but left when they saw it was closed.  They then went to the 7-Eleven at 3808 
East Pikes Peak Avenue. 
 Glenn and the girl waited in the car while he and the other man went in and robbed the place, he said.  They took some 
money and some cheap jewelry. 
 Dunn said they went then to the third man’s apartment, which was on Weber Street. 
 He said that once in the apartment, Glenn and the girl went into the bedroom. 
 While they were in the bedroom, Dunn said he and the third man “talked about what we should do with the girl.” 
 He said neither he nor the other man wanted to kill the girl and “if the girl was going to be killed, Freddie was going to have 
to do it.” 
 He said Glenn came out of the bedroom alone about 30 minutes later, and the third man went in.  He said he told Glenn that 
he and the third man agreed not to kill the girl. 
 He said Glenn “didn’t say he wouldn’t, so I got to understand that he would,” (kill you). 
 Dunn said that when the third man came out of the bedroom he went in and had intercourse with the girl. 
 He said before they left the apartment, the third man gave Glenn the knife. 
 Dunn said he and the other two men and the girl left the apartment and got into the car, a while Oldsmobile that belonged to 
Glenn. 
 Dunn said he drove the car to an alley where he stopped and turned off the car lights. 
 He said Glenn and the girl, who had been sitting in the back seat, got out on the right side of the car. 
 “I heard him (Glenn) say ‘raise your head’ and then after that he heard a click,” Dunn said.  Asked by Prosecutor Ron 
Rowan to describe a “click.”  Dunn thumped his hand on the witness stand. 
 “I saw two bodies in motion.  It sounded like something was being twisted on bone or rock or something.  She was falling, 
and he fell with her.  After struggling on the ground he got up and got in the car, and I pulled off.” 
 Dunn said that while Glenn and the girl were outside the car “I heard a little scream.  It sounded as though she was gargling. 
 “The last I saw her she was on the ground.” 
 Dunn said he drove back to the Arvada House Apartments and shortly after that the third man went home.  He said there 
was blood on the car, and Glenn also had blood on his hands, he said. 
 “Tick (Glenn’s nickname) said that when he struck her in the throat his finger slipped in the hole.” 
 He said Glenn told him he had thrown the knife away. 
 Dunn said he and Glenn later smoked some more marijuana and then went to bed. 
 Dunn testified for most of the day Saturday. 
 Testimony earlier in the trial revealed that Miss Grammer was employed by the Red Lobster but was not on duty that night.  
She was last seen at about 11:30 p.m. June 30 in her apartment at 3985 East Bijou Street, less than a mile from the 
restaurant.  He body was discovered early the morning of July 1 in a trailer park at 1405 South Wahsatch Avenue. 
 Jeffrey Tompkins and George Wing are representing Glenn.  Prosecutors are Rowan and Jerry Nelson. 
 Testimony is scheduled to resume at 9 a.m. Monday. 
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Corbett Testifies Glenn Dropped Acid on June 30, 1975 

 
 Leaning heavily on his Fifth Amendment privileges Monday, convicted murderer Michael Corbett, 20, told a district court jury 
that Freddie Lee Glenn had dropped a hit of acid on June 30, 1975. 
 In a separate instance and in separate trials, Glenn and Corbett were found guilty of the murder of a restaurant cook. 
 Corbett was brought in to testify on the request of defense attorney Jeffrey Thompkins after the prosecution had concluded 
its case with testimony from expert witnesses. 
 Corbett’s attorney, Frank Simons from the Public Defenders Office, advised his client to answer only those questions that 
could not be incriminating to him.  At first the result was Corbett taking his Fifth Amendment privileges not to answer when 
asked where he lived June 30, 1975. 
 The jury was yo-yoed in and out of the court room until Corbet and Simons agreed his client would testify to the drug 
incident. 
 Corbett testified he had been living in the same apartment building as Glenn on June 30 and had visited Glenn at 
approximately 7 p.m.  Once inside Glenn’s apartment, Corbett said he saw “acid and marijuana.” 
 “Quite a bit,” Corbett said. 
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 Tompkins asked how much marijuana did Corbett see Glenn smoke and how much wine did the defendant consume. 
 “Quite a bit,” Corbett said. 
 When asked what Glenn’s condition was, Corbett said, “He wasn’t himself; he was spaced out.” 
 Corbett declined to answer most of Deputy District Attorney Jerry Nelson’s questions after being advised on each question 
by his attorney. 
 Nelson did draw from Corbett that he had declined to smoke any marijuana but did drink “a little wine” while in Glenn’s 
apartment. 
 Resting on the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution, Corbett declined to say who else was in the apartment with Glenn and 
what he and Glenn discussed that night. 
 Corbett’s testimony was heard almost at the end of the day’s proceedings and an objection raise by Simons and objected to 
by Nelson and District Court Judge Hunter D. Hardeman brought laughter from the jury and the spectators.  
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Glenn Sentenced to Death 

 
 Convicted murderer Freddie Lee Glenn was sentenced to death Wednesday night by a district court jury. 
 The decision was returned at 9:30 p.m. after four and one half hours deliberations. 
 Glenn, 19, of 141 East Navajo Street, was found guilty Tuesday night of murdering 18-year-old Karen Grammer of 3985 
East Bijou Street, who was stabbed to death July 1. 
 The defendant was also found guilty of armed robbery of a 7-Eleven Store and kidnapping Miss Grammer. 
 All of the proceedings Wednesday were devoted to what is called “phase two” when the jury must determine the penalty 
having heard evidence on mitigation or aggravation. 
 Defense counsel Jeff Tompkins, who represented Glenn together with George Wing, called Dr. Richard Conde who told the 
jury the defendant had “defects in his recollection” on the night of July 1. 
 Glenn had told the witness he had taken marijuana, LSD and drank wine the night of the murder.  He had heard “strange 
sounds, seen colors, wavy lines and everything was moving very rapidly.” 
 Conde said in his opinion on that night, the accused had been suffering “Significant impairment.”  He had no reason to 
believe Glenn lied to him at the first interview and at subsequent interviews. 
 In his closing argument Deputy District Attorney Ronald Rowan, who prosecuted with Deputy Jerry Nelson said that on “that 
night of horror” the victim was not dead when Glenn left her after the stabbing. 
 “Can you think of a more cruel, heinous way to die, he demanded?  She was struggling down that alley, gasping, crawling, 
crying, losing blood and hoping to God not to die.” 
 Earlier testimony revealed Miss Grammer had been abducted by the defendant and two other men after she witnessed them 
holding up a store.  They also raped her. 
 Referring to a prosecution witness, Larry Dunn, Rowan said he had testified Glenn was in full control of himself and knew 
what he was doing.  The attorney reminded the jury Dunn had said he heard Glenn tell Miss Grammer to raise her head after 
she had been blindfolded.  He then stabbed her and this indicated “rational conduct.” 
 Rowan ended saying” I ask you to make him accountable for his acts and not accept a trumped-up defense.” 
 Defense Counsel Tompkins poured scorn on the People’s witness, Dunn.  Dunn was awarded immunity in return for his 
testimony.  “I would not have the guts and audacity to turn Larry Dunn free,” Tompkins hotly declared. 
 He insisted Glenn’s thinking processes had been impaired that night by liquor and drugs. 
 Returning to his attack on Dunn, the attorney said he was the “real principal” in the affair.  It was his idea to bring the girl 
back to the car after she saw the men, his idea to rob the store and it was Dunn who had the gun.  “Who could have stopped 
what he knew was going to happen?” he demanded.  “Dunn!” 
 Referring to his client, Tompkins said, “remember he’s only 19.  He was stoned.  Does mitigating circumstances exist? He 
ended. 
 In a short rebuttal Nelson said that Dunn was not on trial but Glenn.  He reminded the jury Dr. Cole had decided the 
defendant was a liar even before he had finished his first examination. 
 Glenn has been found guilty of another murder, the killing of Howard Van Lone, who was murdered for 50 cents.  The 
defendant got life and is awaiting sentencing.  Judge Hunter d. Hardeman, who presided in the recent trial and that involving 
Van Lone, did not allow the jury to hear about the previous conviction.  
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Glenn Gets Life in Prison 

 
 Freddie Lee Glenn was sentenced Friday by District Court Judge Hunter D. Hardeman to life in the penitentiary for first-
degree murder. 
 Glenn, 19, of 141 East Navajo Street, was found guilty by a jury February 14 of slaying Daniel Howard Van Lone, 29, of 
2210 East St. Vrain Street, who was shot in the head June 19 just after he left work at the Four Seasons Motor Inn where he 
worked as a cook.  Testimony revealed during the trial he had been shot for 50 cents. 
 Glenn was found guilty Wednesday and sentenced to death for another murder, the killing of Karen Grammer, 18, of 3985 
East Bijou Street.  The young woman saw an armed robbery in process, was abducted, raped and then stabbed in the neck.  
Three men including Glenn were involved in the killing. 
 Glenn was also found guilty of the armed robbery and kidnapping.  He is still facing a third charge of murder. 
 A second man, Michael Corbett, 20, of Fort Carson, has also been found guilty and sentence to life for the Van Lone 
slaying.  He is still charged with three other murders and is awaiting trial.  
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Glenn Trial Scheduled For June 8 

 
 Freddie Lee Glenn, already found guilty of two murders, will be tried June 8 in Boulder for the slaying of Winford Proffitt. 
 Glenn, 19, of 141 Navajo Street, had the present case moved on a change of venue as his attorney claimed his client had 
received a great deal of publicity in the first two cases. 
 Proffitt, 19, of Fort Carson, was stabbed to death June 27 and his body was found near Prospect Lake. 
 Glenn was found guilty February 14 in the shooting death of Daniel Van Lone, 29, of 2210 East St. Vrain Street, and the jury 
set the penalty at life. 
 On March 17, the jury declared him guilty in the stabbing death of Karen Elisa Grammer, 18, of 3985 East Bijou Street.  Miss 
Grammer had her throat cut and the jury gave Glenn the death penalty.  
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Glenn Sentenced to Death For Killing of Young Girl 

 
 An impassive Freddie Lee Glenn was sentenced to death Friday by Judge Hunter D. Hardeman for what the judge called 
“the cold blooded killing of a young girl.” 
 Glenn, now 19, of 141 East Navajo Street, was found guilty by a district court jury March 8 for the first-degree murder of 
Karen Lee Grammer, 18, of 3985 East Bijou Street.  He was also found guilty of second-degree kidnapping and armed 
robbery. 
 Miss Grammer had her throat cut July 1 after witnessing Glenn and two other men committing an armed robbery. 
 The judge gave the defendant eight years for the kidnapping and 12 to 16 for the armed robbery. 
 He commented the court had no discretion in the murder charge for the jury had set the penalty at death. 
 Defense counsel Jeffrey Tompkins said “there was no evidence was a deterrent.”  He also added “to kill a criminal is utterly 
in consistent with attempts to rehabilitate them.” 
 Deputy District Attorney Jerry nelson reminded the court Glenn had already been found guilty of another murder and was 
now serving a life sentence.  This was the shooting slaying of Daniel Van Lone, 29, of 2210 East St. Vrain Street, who was 
killed June 19 for 50 cents. 
 Judge Hardeman said the court could not ignore the prior murder conviction which also involved a robbery.  Miss Grammer, 
he went on, “was left to bleed to death and Glenn wielded the death weapon.” 
 The only reason the girl was killed, the judge added, was that she might identify the robbers.  “there was no rhyme or reason 
for what happened.” 
 He ended saying Glenn should be held in solitary confinement in the penitentiary until August 2.  “On that day an hour will 
be designated by the warden and the defendant will be taken to a place and put to death by lethal gas.” 
 In conclusion he added that should the sentence be commuted all of Glenn’s sentences arising out of the Grammer case 
should run consecutively. 
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 In a related case, Eric McLeod, 20, of Holly Springs, North Carolina, went before Judge Robert Johnson, pleaded guilty to 
raping Miss G rammer, also guilty to the armed robbery at the 7-Eleven Store, and the district attorney’s office indicated that 
on June 4 when the defendant will be sentenced, the murder charge would be dismissed. 
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Rape, Robbery Defendant McLeod Is Sent to Prison 
 

 Eric J. McLeod, who previously pleaded guilty to rape and armed robbery, when two other counts of murder and kidnapping 
were dismissed, was sentenced Friday by District Court Judge Robert W. Johnson to 15 to 20 years in the penitentiary on both 
counts, the two sentences to run concurrently. 
 McLeod, 20, of Holly Springs, North Carolina, was charged with the rape of Karen Elisa Grammer, 18, who was murdered 
July 1, 1975.  He was also charged with a stickup at a local 7-Eleven store, which Miss Grammer, of 3985 East Bijou Street, 
saw. 
 On Friday, defense counsel Tom Henley told the judge his client had not done the killing but that Freddie Lee Glenn, 18, of 
141 East Navajo Street, had cut Miss Grammer’s throat. 
 Glenn has already been sentenced to death for his part in the crime.  Henley said McLeod had attempted to dissuade Glenn 
from murdering the young woman and that it was not he but Glenn who formulated the plan.  Miss Grammer was murdered 
because she would have been able to identify the robbers at the store. 
 The judge commented it was McLeod’s first involvement with the law but that he “had picked a serious offense.”  He then 
passed sentence.  
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Murder Sentence Reduction Denied 
 

 District Court Judge Hunter D. Hardeman Friday denied a motion to reduce the sentence of Freddie Lee Glenn, 18, of 141 
South Navajo Street, who was convicted of the first-degree murder of an 18-year-old woman and sentenced to death last May. 
 Lawyers for Glenn argued that the death sentence should be reduced because Colorado statutes do not provide for 
appellate review of the penalty phase in a first-degree murder trial. 
 The prosecution argued that the Colorado Supreme Court is empowered to review the entire case, as well as the 
sentencing. 
 Glenn was found guilty in March by a 12-person jury of the murder of Karen Grammer, 3985 East Bijou Street.  In the 
second phase of the jury’s deliberations, commonly known as the penalty phase, the jury recommended to the court that 
Glenn be sentenced to death. 
 Judge Hardeman did sentence the young man to death May 7. 
 The lawyers for Glenn have appealed the case. 
 The body of Miss Grammer was found July 1, 1975, on the back steps of a mobile home in the 1400 block of North 
Wahsatch Avenue.  Her throat had been cut.  According to testimony at the trial, Miss Grammer had been abducted by Glenn 
and two other men from the parking lot of a local restaurant where she was employed.  Witnesses said the three took her to a 
7-Eleven Store, which they robbed, and then to one of the men’s apartments, where she was raped.  They then took her to an 
alley, where a witness said Glenn stabbed her repeatedly in the throat. 
 The jury also sentenced Glenn to from 12 to 16 years in the Colorado State Penitentiary for the armed robbery of the 7-
Eleven Store and eight years for second-degree kidnapping. 
 In a separate case, Glenn was found guilty of the first-degree murder of Daniel Van Lone February 14 and sentenced to life 
imprisonment. 
 Van Lone, 29, of 2210 East St. Vrain Street, was a cook at the Four Seasons Motor Inn. 
 His body was found a mile from the motel on Janitell Road June 19 of last year.  He had been shot once in the head.  
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Glenn Case Decision Reversed 
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 DENVER (AP) - The Colorado Supreme Court ruled today that a jury can consider prior felony convictions, even if they are 
under appeal, in deliberating whether a defendant should be executed for murder. 
 The decision overturned a ruling by Boulder District Court Judge Rex Scott, who ordered El Paso County District Attorney 
Robert Russel not to use two prior murder convictions against Freddie Lee Glenn of Colorado Springs in a third murder trial. 
 Glenn’s third trial was transferred to Scott’s court after El Paso County District Court Judge Hunter D. Hardeman ruled that 
he couldn’t get a fair trial in Colorado Springs. 
 Under Colorado’s new death-penalty law, the same jury that hears evidence in a first-degree murder case returns for a new 
trial to decide whether mitigating or aggravating circumstances existed when the crime was committed. 
 Scott had ruled that Glenn’s first two convictions could not be used in any sentencing hearing that might follow a conviction 
at Boulder because the appeal process has not been completed in either case. 
 “If a sentencing hearing were to be postponed until all appeals of another case or cases had been finally determined, the 
resulting situation would be chaotic,” the Supreme Court ruled. 
 Glenn, 19, faces a death sentence for his May 7 conviction in Colorado Springs of the murder of waitress Karen Elisa 
Grammer, 18.  
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Springs killer up for parole 

Corbett escaped death; now he may be set free 
 

 Michael Corbett spent 923 days on death row waiting for what many prosecutors and detectives said was just punishment. 
 He killed three people in Colorado Springs, threatened to kill a prosecutor and led a small group of soldiers who raped, 
robbed and killed their way through the summer of 1975. 
 With two life sentences and one death sentence against him in 
1976, everyone thought Corbett was off the streets forever. 
 Welcome to forever. 
 Next Monday, Corbett, now 41, comes up for his first parole 
hearing after 20 years behind bars.  That’s because of older 
sentencing laws and the overturning of the state’s death penalty 
under which he was sentenced. 
 “Only 20 years?  I don’t think it’s fair,” said Winslow Watson, Jr., 
father of one of Corbett’s victims.  “He killed three people!  I don’t 
even think it’s fair for one.” 
 In the summer of 1975, when he was 21-years-old, Fort Carson 
soldier, Corbett killed one man for 50 cents.  Another he stabbed, later bragging how much fun it was to hear and feel the knife 
crunch through body tissue and bone. 
 The third, Winslow Watson, III, was a good friend of Corbett’s until he stole a loaf of bread from a neighbor, Corbett shot him 
in the face at point-blank range for that indiscretion. 
 He never showed remorse for any of the killings, authorities said. 
 Two other killings were linked to Corbett’s group - including Karen Grammer, the 18-year-old sister of Kelsey Grammer, star 
of television’s “Frazier.” 
 Corbett was convicted of three of those five murders.  He was suspected in at least two others but was never charged.  
Prosecutors thought they had put him away for good.  More trials would be overkill. 
 ‘You can only execute somebody one,” said Chuck Heim a former 4th Judicial District prosecutor who worked on the case 
and is now in private practice in Denver. 
 The spree started on June 19, 1975, when Corbett and two others decided to rob someone at the Four Seasons hotel - now 
the Sheraton Colorado Springs Hotel. 
 They picked Daniel Van Lone, a 29-year-old cook who was just getting off work that night, according to court records.  They 
kidnapped him from the parking lot at gunpoint and drove to a remote area. 
 Van Lone begged for his life, saying he had a wife and family, said Lou Smit, an investigator on the case.  That didn’t matter.  
Corbett made Van Lone lie down, put a .38-caliber pistol to his right temple and pulled the trigger. 
 Total take for the robbery was four bits - 50 cents that was unceremoniously tossed on a kitchen table and forgotten, court 
records show. 

HOW LONG IS LIFE?…………...  
 
Evolution of a life sentence in Colorado: 
 Before July 1977 - Eligible for parole after 10 

years in prison 
 July 1977 - Eligible for parole after 20 years 
 July 1985 - Eligible for parole after 40 years 
 July 1990 - No possibility of parole 
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 Eight days earlier, Corbett stabbed Winford Proffitt, 19, in a drug deal gone bad, interviews and court records show.  Corbett 
led Proffitt to Prospect Lake under the pretense that he had marijuana to sell . . . He didn’t.  Corbett wanted to rob Proffitt, also 
a soldier, and ended up stabbing him in the chest. 
 Four days later, Karen Grammer, 18, was raped and killed because she might have seen three of Corbett’s buddies try to 
rob a restaurant, records show.  Freddie Glenn, who saw Corbett as a role model, was convicted in her stabbing deaths, along 
with several other crimes.  He is eligible for parole in 2006. 
 Three weeks went by before the next killing . . . Watson. 
 Watson, Corbett’s roommate and running buddy, apparently stole a loaf of bread from their neighbor in an apartment 
building. 
 The neighbor complained to Corbett.”  “I’ll take care of it,” Smith quoted Corbett as saying. 
 Days later, when Corbett and Watson were sitting by the roadside drinking wine, Corbett handed his gun to Watson, Smit 
said.  Watson marveled at the weapon, turning it over in his hands. 
 He handed it back to Corbett who said something like, “That’s not how you handle it.”  “This is how you handle it,” Smit said.  
Then he pointed the gun at his friend’s face and executed him. 
 “To me, it’s like he didn’t know or didn’t think that killing was wrong; Period,” former prosecutor Heim said. 
 Smit, a veteran detective who now heads the El Paso County Sheriff’s detective team, said Corbett is the coldest killer he’s 
ever met.” 
 “Corbett had no conscience.  None,” Smit said.  “Corbett was one of the very few people I knew that didn’t have any feelings 
for his victims.” 
 Corbett received the death sentence for killing Proffitt and one life sentence each for Van Lone and Watson, which were to 
run concurrently. 
 But in October 1978, the Colorado Supreme Court overturned the state’s death penalty, saying it was unconstitutional. 
 That, to the Department of Corrections, was basically two life sentences Corbett had to serve. 
 When Corbett was convicted in 1976, a life sentence meant just 10 years behind bars before a convict was eligible for 
parole. 
 “Ten years is ridiculous for these kinds of things,” said Robert Russel, who was the 4th Judicial District Attorney in 1975 and 
remembers Corbett well. 
 Nevertheless, Corbett’s three life sentences - two of which ran side-by-side instead of one after the other - equaled 20 years 
for Corbett, which brings him to next week’s parole-board hearing at the Delta Correctional Facility. 
 “I would suppose the law would require you to hold the hearing,” Russel said, “but to ever consider it would be wrong.” 
 But several officials conceded that it’s possible Corbett, who changed his name to Hasani Senyeng Chinangwa in prison, 
could be released. 
 That’s why Smit, Heim and current District Attorney, John Suthers, said they plan to make the trip to Delta to argue against 
parole. 
 “What makes anybody think that kind of individual would ever be safe to turn out on the streets,” Heim said.  “I just don’t see 
it.” 
 A sentiment echoed by Winslow Watson, Jr. who lives in Philadelphia and remembers vividly getting a call in the middle of 
the night 20 years ago telling him his son had been killed. 
 “When he got life, that’s what I thought it was - for life with no chance of parole,” he said. 
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Convict in brutal 1975 killings may seek parole 

Murderer was originally sentenced to death 
 

 Karen Grammer begged for her life, promised to do anything.  They raped her and cut her throat anyway, just because she’d 
seen them at the restaurant they planned to rob. 
 They shot one man in the head for just the 50 cents in his pocket.  They plunged a bayonet into another man’s chest, just to 
see what it was like. 
 It was a string of killings -- a total of five -- that shocked Colorado Springs in 1975.  But three decades have dulled the 
memories of that summer when bodies, victims of seemingly random murders, kept turning up. 
 “There are very few people around who remember those murders,” said Lou Smit, a detective who worked on the case.  
“But the prosecutor and detective will never forget.” 
 Smit and Robert Russel, El Paso County’s district attorney at the time, are now working to keep one of the killers, Freddie 
Glenn, behind bars. 
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 Because of older sentencing laws and the overturning of the death penalty under which he was sentenced -- both Glenn and 
Michael Corbett were originally sentenced to the gas chamber -- Glenn became eligible for parole this month, after serving 10 
years for each of the three murders for which he was convicted. 
 He waived his first parole hearing, originally set for Wednesday, but plans to ask the parole board for his freedom in 
January. 
 The two lawmen who put Glenn and Corbett away, now in their 70s and long-retired, vow to speak at every parole hearing 
and to do their best to never let the killers be freed. 
 “As long as they’re alive and there’s a chance of keeping them in jail, we’re going to be there,” Smit said. 
 Russel was district attorney in El Paso County for 20 years.  Smit, a homicide detective here for three decades, worked 
hundreds of murders and investigated the killing of JonBenet Ramsey. 
 They say the 1975 murders, which occurred over a two-month period, rival anything else they’ve seen, for the brutality, for 
the randomness, for the complete absence of humanity shown by the killers. 
 The killings began June 19 when Glenn, a civilian employee at Fort Carson, Corbett, a soldier, and another soldier grabbed 
Daniel Van Lone, a 29-year-old cook just getting off work from the Four Seasons hotel, to rob him.  They drove him to a 
remote area and made him lie on the ground. 
 “He pleaded with them, ‘Please don’t kill me.  Please don’t kill me,’” Smit said.  Corbett shot him in the head.  The got 50 
cents from him. 
 Eight days later, the pair met Winfred Proffitt, 19, another Fort Carson soldier, at Prospect Lake, ostensibly to sell him some 
marijuana.  Corbett, who had been training with bayonets, stabbed Profit with one to see what it was like. 
 On July 1, Glenn and Corbett and two other men decided to rob the Red Lobster restaurant on South Academy Boulevard.  
They left without any money, but on the way out they grabbed Grammer -- an 18-year-old who worked there and was waiting 
for her boyfriend to get off work -- because they feared she could identify them. 
 The grisly details of the next few hours haunt Smit and Russel, and they can shut their eyes and see the face of the young 
free-spirited girl who had been living here for less than a year. 
 After robbing a convenience store, the men took Grammer to Glenn’s and Corbett’s apartment, where they raped her 
repeatedly.  She pleaded for her life, offering to do anything they wanted so she could live. 
 They promised to take her home, then sat her in the car, put a cloth over her head and let her out in a mobile home park on 
South Wahsatch Avenue. 
 Then Glenn, who, according to court testimony, had taken LSD, stabbed her in the throat, back and hand.  She ran toward a 
door. 
 “She was running down that alley, spraying blood all over the place,” Smit said.  “She almost reached that doorbell when 
she collapsed.” 
 Police photographs show a bloody hand print on the wall, inches from the doorbell she never reached. 
 Police didn’t know her name for a week, until her brother, a young actor named Kelsey Grammer -- who would go on to star 
in the sitcom “Frasier” -- arrived to identify the body. 
 People in Colorado Springs were anxious.  During a news conference after Grammer’s murder, Police Chief Oren Boling 
assured reporters, “We don’t believe we have a maniacal killer on the loose.” 
 There were two other murders that authorities say Glenn wasn’t involved in.  On July 25, Corbett shot a friend, Winslow 
Douglas Watson, in the face because he’s stolen a loaf of bread from a neighbor.  On August 30. Rickey Lewis was shot in the 
back while playing dice with a group of people.  Though police suspected Corbett, he was never charged. 
 Glenn was convicted in 1976 for the murders of Van Lone, Proffitt and Grammer. 
 Corbett was convicted in the murders of Van Lone and Watson and received the death sentences for the murder of Proffitt. 
 Judge Hunter Hardeman, noting “there was no rhyme or reason for what happened,” sentenced Glenn to the gas chamber 
for Grammer’s murder. 
 Two years later, the Colorado Supreme Court overturned the state’s death penalty.  When Glenn was sentenced, the law 
allowed parole after a convict served 10 years, so he just became eligible. 
 Because two of his sentences were to be served at the same time, Corbett became eligible in 1996.  The parole board has 
turned him down every year.  He is up for parole again in December. 
 For Kathy DeMarco, the fact the two even get a shot at freedom is a travesty. 
 She came to Colorado Springs with Proffitt, the childhood sweetheart she married.  He was stationed at Fort Carson.  She 
almost went with him to Prospect Lake on June 27 to buy some marijuana from another soldier. 
 Though she has since remarried, she often thinks about the husband Glenn and Corbett took away from her.  She wants 
them to stay in prison. 
 “It’s not going to bring anybody back.  It’s not going to bring my first husband back,” she said. 
 But, she said, “They didn’t care about what they did, and they need to stay put.” 
 “They should stay there until they die.” 
 Glenn, now 49, and serving his sentence at the Bent County Correctional Facility, waived his first parole hearing so he could 
enroll in several programs at the prison that would help his chances, said his case manager, Matt Sylvia. 
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 Other than a 1985 contraband conviction, Glenn has had few disciplinary problems while in prison. 
 “He’s a very quiet inmate.  You hardly notice he’s around,” Sylvia said.  “He likes to just watch his TV and that’s it.” 
 Neither Sylvia nor a Department of Corrections spokeswoman would provide details about the contraband conviction. 
 Corbett, who has taken the name Hasani Chinangwa after converting to Islam in prison, has become a model inmate, but 
Smit and Russel still travel to his parole hearings, urging the board to keep him locked up. 
 Corbett is a sociopath who knew what he was doing, but didn’t care, Russel said.  Glenn idolized Corbett. 
 They were angry, their rampage fueled by black militancy of the times and drugs, according to authorities and trial 
testimony.  Despite the decades that have passed, the original investigators doubt eight can be considered rehabilitated. 
 “We want justice for all of those victims,” Smit said.  “We don’t want to take chance of anything like this happening again.”  
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MURDERER WAIVES PAROLE HEARING 

Victims included sister of actor Kelsey Grammer 
 

 The man who was convicted in a string of murders that occurred more than 30 years ago, including the rape and slaying of 
actor Kelsey Grammer’s sister, Karen, has waived his parole hearing. 
 Freddie Glenn was scheduled to meet with state parole board members in January.  The hearing would have determined 
whether he could be eligible for parole, putting him one step closer to being released from prison. 
 Glenn, now 50, is housed at the Bent County Correctional Facility in Las Animas, serving life sentences for three murders in 
1975. 
 Colorado Department of Corrections spokeswoman Katherine Sanginetti said he waived his right to have the hearing, but he 
will be eligible again in six months. 
 Michael Corbett, an associate of Glenn who was tied to two of the deaths for which Glenn was convicted, was up for parole 
with a hearing in December, according to the Department of Corrections.  Corbett, now 52, is at the Four Mile Correctional 
Facility in Caňon City. 
 Sanguinetti said Corbett also waived his hearing and would be eligible again in June.  Sanguinetti did not say why they 
waived their hearings.  Prisoners are not required to give reasons. 
 In 1976, Corbett and Glenn were convicted in a string of killings the year before that horrified Colorado Springs residents. 
 One of the five who were killed as Karen Grammer, who was raped repeatedly and stabbed in the throat, back and hand on 
July 1, 1975.  The men kidnapped the 18-year-old at the Red Lobster restaurant where she worked on South Academy 
Boulevard.  The pair had tried to rob the restaurant and were afraid she could identify them, according to investigators.  Only 
Glenn was convicted in her death. 
 This summer, Kelsey Grammer was quoted in magazines and entertainment news programs saying that he planned to 
attend Glenn’s hearing.  Kelsey Grammer identified his sister’s body after investigators could not identify her for a week. 
 Kelsey Grammer said it would be his first opportunity to testify.  Glenn had been eligible for parole in July 2006, but also 
waived that hearing. 
 “I am angry about him, I never had the opportunity to speak for my sister before.  I will now,” said Grammer in the August 26 
edition of Parade magazine. 
 Calls to California-based Grammnet Productions, Grammer’s production company, by The Gazette were not returned. 
 Karen Grammer was the third victim in the rash of murders over a two-month period in 1975.  On June 19, Corbett and 
Glenn took Daniel Van Lone, a 29-year-old cook at the Four Seasons Hotel, to a remote area where he was shot in the head 
by Corbett. 
 Next was Winfred Proffitt, a 19-year-old Fort Carson soldier, who met the two men at Prospect Lake on June 27 to buy 
marijuana.  Instead the pair killed Proffitt with bayonets. 
 The last two murders, according to El Paso County authorities, did not involve Glenn.  Corbett shot his friend, Winslow 
Douglas Watson stole a loaf of bread on July 25.  On August 30, Rickey Lewis was shot in the back during a game of dice.  
Police suspected Corbett in the shooting, but he was never charged.  
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PAROLE HEARING 
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EX-STAR OF ‘FRASIER’ WILL LIKELY ATTEND 
Man convicted of murdering Grammer’s sister is up for parole 

 
 Actor Kelsey Grammer is expected to be among the people attending a parole board hearing in Limon on Monday for the 
man serving a life sentence for the 1975 murder of the actor’s sister in Colorado Springs. 
 A spokeswoman for the Department of Corrections confirmed that Grammer plans to attend the hearing at the Limon 
Correctional Facility for Freddy Glenn, who was convicted in the rape and slaying of Karen Grammer. 
 On July 1, 197, Karen Grammer was an 18-year-old waitress working at a Red Lobster restaurant on South Academy 
Boulevard when Glenn and Joseph Corbett tried to rob the restaurant. 
 Investigators said the pair kidnapped Karen Grammer, fearing that she could identify them.  When her body was discovered, 
she had been raped repeatedly and stabbed in the throat, back and hand. 
 Kelsey Grammer identified his sister’s body after police had been unable to identify her for about a week. 
 In his 1995 biography, “Kelsey Grammer So Far,” the star of the sitcom “Frasier” described walking into funeral home with a 
Colorado Springs detective and seeing his sister. 
 “Standing there alone with her dead body, I got a glimmer of hope and comfort from the fact that her body seemed so 
empty.  And that it was never really Karen, just a shell that she didn’t need anymore,” he wrote. 
 “I left the room and told the detective I was sure.  It was my sister. 
 Glenn was the only one convicted in her murder, one of a series of five murders over three months that rattled the Colorado 
Springs area. 
 On June 19, 1975, Corbett and Glenn took Daniel Van Loan, a 29-year-old cook at the Four Seasons Hotel, to a remote 
area, where Corbett shot him in the head. 
 On June 27, 1975, the pair met Winfred Proffitt, a 19-year-old Fort Carson soldier, to buy marijuana.  Instead, they killed him 
with bayonets. 
 Glenn was not involved in two subsequent murders. 
 On July 25, 1975, Corbett shot and killed his friend Winslow Douglas Watson over a loaf of bread. 
 On August 30, 1975, Ricky Lewis was shot in the back during a dice game.  Authorities said Corbett was a suspect in the 
homicide, but he was never charged. 
 Kelsey Grammer had planned to attend the parole hearing last year, but Glenn chose not to seek parole and the hearing 
was not held. 
 In an interview in the August 26, 2007, edition of Parade magazine, Grammer said of Glenn, “I am angry about him.  I never 
had the opportunity to speak for my sister before.  I will now.”  
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PAROLE REQUEST DENIED BY BOARD 
Don’t’ free the ‘butcher’ who killed sister, Grammer says 

 
 LIMON – A man serving three life sentences for a 1975 crime spree lost his bid for freedom Monday after actor Kelsey 
Grammer urged a parole board not to free the “butcher” who killed his sister. 
 A two-member Colorado Parole Board panel denied Freddy Glenn’s request and ruled him ineligible for parole for another 
five years, when he will be 58. 
 Glenn was a teenager when he was arrested in the deaths of three people in Colorado Springs within six weeks including 
the kidnap, rape and murder of Karen Elisa Grammer, an 18-year-old waitress at a Red Lobster restaurant. 
 Her older brother Kelsey Grammer – of “Cheers” and “Frasier” fame – did not attend Glenn’s parole hearing in the chapel of 
the Limon Correction Facility.  He told prosecutors that he missed his flight from New York to Colorado and was unable to 
attend. 
 However, 4th Judicial District Chief Deputy District Attorney Diana May read a statement the actor e-mailed to be read to the 
board. 
 “This is a butcher.  This is a monster,” he wrote.  “Is it possible for him to live on the outside without returning to his old 
ways?” 
 Grammer remembered his sister as a “great kid” who wrote poetry, had finished high school a year early and decided to 
come out to Colorado where a boyfriend lived. 
 On July 1, 1975, she was looking forward to returning home to visit her family, said her brother, who remembered talking to 
her that morning. 
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 “Instead she was abducted by a group of animals,” he wrote, “raped by them, savaged by them and then finally butchered 
by them.” 
 Her death occurred five years after their father had been murdered. 
 “She was my best friend and the best person I knew . . . .  I loved my sister Karen.  I miss her.  I miss her in my ones,” he 
wrote.  “I was her big brother.  I was supposed to protect her – I could not.  I was supposed to save her.  I’ve never gotten over 
it.  It very nearly destroyed me.” 
 Glenn sat in a plastic chair in front of the board, in his olive drab jumpsuit, his hands folded in front of him, his hair starting to 
gray. 
 “I’m very sorry for a crime spree in which three people lost their lives.  I apologize,” he said.  However, in describing the 
spree, he began to downplay his role in some of the murders. 
 That prompted Parole Board member Debbie Allen to ask, “Mr. Glenn, are you stating that you didn’t take a major role in all 
of these crimes?” 
 “No,” he replied.  “I participated in all of them.” 
 That exchange angered former District Attorney Bob Russel, who also attended the hearing.  Russel, who prosecuted Glenn 
at the time, calling it one of the most vicious crimes in his 20 years as district attorney. 
 Russel described Glenn’s crimes as “the worst of the worst” and called the inmate a liar after the hearing. 
 Lou Smit, a retired Colorado Springs detective and one of the people who investigated Grammer’s killing, also asked that 
Glenn be denied parole.  
 

 
 
Monday, May 31, 2010 – Colorado Springs Gazette – Page A3, Column 2 – By Jakob Rodgers 
 

KILLER WILL BE UP FOR PAROLE 
Former Carson soldier killed 3 people in ‘75 

 
 A man at the center of one of the worst killing sprees in Colorado Springs history is up for parole. 
 Michael Corbett, who killed three people in 1975, will appear before the parole board Tuesday, his first hearing in eight-and-
a-half years. 
 Corbett was sentenced to two life sentences and the death penalty for the murders.  He was spared execution because of 
changes in Colorado’s sentencing laws. 
 On June 19, 1975, Corbett, then a soldier at Fort Carson, and an accomplice, Freddie Glenn, robbed Daniel Van Lone, 29, 
as he was leaving the Four Seasons hotel, where he worked. 
 Corbett shot Van Lone in the head ultimately taking only 50 cents. 
 Just more than a week later, Corbett stabbed Winfred Proffitt, 19, with a bayonet after the man arrived to buy marijuana. 
 His killing spree ended July 25, 1975, when he shot Winslow Watson, 12, three times in the face. 
 Corbett first became eligible for parole in 1996, and his request was denied, said Alison Morgan, spokeswoman for the 
Colorado Department of Corrections. 
 Subsequent requests for parole in 1999 and late in 2001 also were denied. 
 In 2004, he waived his right to a parole hearing – an annual declaration that has continued until this year.  
 

 
 
Wednesday, June 2, 2010 – Colorado Springs Gazette – Page A3, Column 5 – By Jakob Rodgers 
 

MAN WHO KILLED 3 IN ’75 DENIED PAROLE 
 

 A man serving three life sentences for a string of murders in 1975 was denied parole Tuesday and will remain in prison at 
least five more years. 
 A parole board at Four Mile Correctional Center at Cañon City denied freedom for Michael Corbett in his first parole hearing 
in 8½ years.  This is fourth denial. 
 Robert Russel, the 20-year-district attorney who prosecuted Corbett, said the ruling was ‘exactly what I wanted,” as the 
“cruelty” of the slayings set them apart from others he had seen during his career. 
 He appeared beside Jim Bentley, a senior deputy district attorney with the 4th Judicial District Attorney’s Office, in urging the 
board not to release Corbett, labeling the prospect of such a move a “mistake.” 
 On June 19, 1975, Corbett, then a soldier at Fort Carson, and an accomplice, Freddie Glenn, robbed Daniel Van Lone, 29, 
as he was leaving the Four Seasons hotel where he worked.  Corbett shot Van Lone in the head, ultimately taking only 50 
cents. 
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 A little more than a week later, Corbett fatally stabbed Winford Proffitt, 19, with a bayonet after Proffitt arrived to buy 
marijuana.  His killing spree ended on July 25, 1975, when he shot Winslow Watson, 21, three times in the face. 
 For the murders, Corbett was sentenced to two life sentences and the death penalty.  He was spared execution because of 
changes in Colorado’s sentencing laws. 
 Glenn was given the same parole deferment last year for his role in the Van Lone and Proffitt murders, as well as the 
murder of Karen Elisa Grammar, the sister of actor Kelsey Grammar, star of TV’s “Cheers” and “Frasier.”  Corbett didn’t play a 
part in that murder. 
 Tuesday’s decision came amid pleas by Corbett that he has changed since he committed the crimes at age 18.  He 
converted to Islam and calls himself Hasani Chinangwa. 
 His wife since 2002, Rosemary Chinangwa, was among three people supporting him at the hearing. 
 After learning of the ruling, she felt a five-year deferment was too long. 
 “Every word they said about Michael Corbett was true, but the keyword’s ‘was,’” Rosemary Chinangwa said.  “He has a lot 
to give back for what he’s done.” 
 Corbett also noted several accomplishments in prison, such as working on a bachelor’s degree and earning two associate’s 
degrees – in sociology and social studies. 
 “I could never express the sorrow that I feel for the victims and the family, and society in general,” Corbett said.  “I have 
concerns, I have love.  There was a time when I didn’t have any of this.” 
 None of the victim’s relatives attended the hearing. Russel told the widow of victim Winfred Proffitt he would speak on her 
behalf – important, he said, as she “has a big hole in her heart because of her childhood sweetheart.” 
 “Every time I talk to (her), she cries,” Russel said. 
 

 
 
Wednesday, July 30, 2014 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page A1, Column 5 - By Kirk Mitchell 
 

Survivor forgives sister’s killer 
But says release would be a betrayal of her life 

 
 BUENA VISTA – Actor Kelsey Grammer on Tuesday offered his forgiveness to the man who raped and killed his sister in 
1975, but he said he wants to see him remain behind bars. 
 Grammer, speaking via video conference from Denver, testified at the parole hearing for inmate Freddie Glenn.  Glenn was 
convicted of killing two men and Grammer’s sister, Karen Elisa Grammer, and is serving a life term at the Buena Vista 
Correctional Facility.  Grammer had a full beard and wore a white shirt and tie.  Glenn, at times tearful as he apologized, was 
in a green prison jumpsuit and sat in front of a video monitor that displayed Grammer’s image. 
 Grammer said he wanted to know why Glenn had never tried to contact him.  Glenn interrupted him mid-sentence and 
assured him that he and his family had tried. 
 “I want to believe you have actually changed your life,” Grammer said.  “Things you say, I accept a lot of it.” 
 Karen Grammer was killed July 1, 1975, after Glenn and two accomplices kidnapped her from a Red Lobster restaurant in 
Colorado Springs where she worked.  Glenn also was convicted in separate trials of the killing June 19, 1975, of motel cook 
Daniel Van Lone, 28, in a robbery that netted 50 cents, and the June 27, 1975, murder of Army soldier Winfred Proffitt, 19 
during a drug deal. 
 Glenn, who was 18 at the time of the murder spree, initially was sentenced to death, but his sentence was commuted to a 
life term when Colorado’s death penalty was overturned. 
 He claimed he got mixed in with the wrong crowd and was worried he might get targeted if he stopped going along. 
 Glenn said he has a fiancée and that two sisters in Florida are willing to take him in to their homes and he has a $200,000 
trust fund. 
 “I accept that you live with remorse,” Grammer told Glenn.  “But I live with tragedy every day.” 
 He said he had one last question: “If someone did to your sister what you did to mine, what would you think should be done 
to him?” 
 Glenn replied: “I would be hurt, and I would be angry . . . I would like to think one day I would forgive.” 
 When Glenn noted that it has been nearly 40 years since the killings, Grammer responded: “I understand it’s been a long 
time,” he said.  “I was 20-years-old.  I took different choices.” 
 Glenn interrupted him again and apologized, saying he was young and made mistakes. 
 “Thank you,” Grammer said.  “I accept your apology.  I forgive you.  However, I cannot give your release my endorsement.  
To give that a blessing would be a betrayal of my sister’s life.” 
 Kathy Proffitt-DeMarco, the widow of Proffitt, who was stabbed to death, said: “I mourn his death every day.  My life has 
never been the same since you went on your little thrill ride.”  
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Thursday, July 31, 2014 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page B4, Column 1 
 

Grammer’s sister’s killer denied parole 
 
 DENVER – A man who raped and killed Kelsey Grammer’s sister nearly 40 years ago has been denied parole after the 
actor testified against his release. 
 A prison spokeswoman said Wednesday that Freddie Glenn’s parole request has been denied for now. 
 Glenn, who is serving a life sentence, was convicted of killing Karen Elisa Grammer after kidnapping her from a Colorado 
Springs Red Lobster restaurant where she worked in 1975.  He also was convicted of killing two men in separate slayings. 
 Glenn was 18 at the time of Karen Grammer’s death and said he thinks he deserves a second chance.  Kelsey Grammer 
says he accepted Glenn’s apology, but endorsing his release would be a “betrayal of my sister’s life.”  
 

 
 
Thursday, October 2, 2014 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page B5, Column 4 
 

Eric Jerome McLeod, Jr. 
Born July 10, 1975 - Died September 29, 2014 

 
 Educational recruiter, lifelong Colorado Springs resident.  Survived by a sister, Renita Mitchell. 
Angelus Funeral Directors.  
 

 
 
Wednesday, June 26, 2019 - Colorado Springs Gazette - Page A3, Column 1 - By Liz Henderson 
 

Man who killed 3 in 1975 dies in prison 
Michael Corbett, who was a Fort Carson soldier at the time of crimes, was denied parole 3 times 

 
 The man convicted in a Colorado Springs killing spree in 1975, with ties to the rape and killing of actor Kelsey Grammer’s 
sister, died of natural causes Monday night at age 64, authorities reported. 
 Michael Corbett was sentenced to two life sentences and the death penalty for three murders more than 40 years ago.  He 
was spared execution because of changes in Colorado’s sentencing laws. 
 Corbett died in a Denver-area hospital while still incarcerated, the 4th Judicial District Attorney’s Office said in a news 
release. 
 On June 19, 1975, when Corbett was a soldier at Fort Carson, he and Freddie Glenn robbed Daniel Van Lone, 29, as the 
victim was leaving work at the Four Seasons hotel. 
 Corbett shot Van Lone in the head, talking only 50 cents. 
 Just over a week later, Corbett stabbed Winfred Proffitt,19, with a bayonet after Proffitt arrived to buy marijuana. 
 Corbett shot his last known victim, 21-year-old Winslow Watson, in the face on July 25 of that year. 
 Glenn was convicted, too, for his role in the Van Lone and Proffitt murders, as well as the murder of Karen Elisa Grammar, 
the sister of actor Kelsey Grammer, star of TV’s “Cheers” and “Frasier.” 
 On July 1, 1975, Karen Grammer, 18, was raped repeatedly and stabbed in the throat, back and hand.  Glenn and Corbett 
kidnapped her from the Red Lobster restaurant where she worked on South Academy Boulevard.  They had tried to rob the 
restaurant and feared she could identify them, investigators said.  Only Glenn was convicted of her death. 
 Corbett first became eligible for parole in 1996.  His request was denied, said Alison Morgan, spokeswoman for the 
Department of Corrections. 
 Subsequent requests for parole in 1999 and late 2001 also were denied. 
 In 2004, he waived his right to a parole hearing.  Corbett was denied parole for the fourth time in 2010. 
 Robert Russel, the 20-year district attorney who prosecuted Corbett, said in 2010 that the denial of parole was “exactly what 
I wanted,” as the “cruelty” of the slayings set them apart from others he had seen during his career. 
 In prison, Corbett was working on a bachelor’s degree and earning associate’s degrees in sociology and social studies. 
 “I could never express the sorrow I feel for the victims and the family, and society in general,” Corbett said in 2010.  “I have 
concerns, I have love.  There was a time when I didn’t have any of this.” 
 Kathie Izor, his longtime friend, insisted he was a changed man who had “crafted a new life” in prison. 
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 “A lot of this is run by my belief that people change,” said Izor.  “He’s not the 21-year-old he was in 1975.” 
 Corbett converted to Islam while in prison and called himself Hasni Chinangwa. 
 Despite the grisly murders he committed, Izor said, Corbett was “valuable” with his time and “reached out to other 
prisoners.” 
 Corbett’s daughter was born just before his arrest, said Izor.  The daughter lives in New York and visited he father regularly. 
 Izor said Corbett had been on dialysis for kidney failure several days before he died.  She said he was taken off life support 
Monday. 
 “I knew what was going on with him, and I knew he wasn’t coming out of the hospital,” she said.  “He always had that hope 
that he was going to get out (of prison).” 


