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pleads guilty to murder“

1odes

By Joyce Trent
Gazetie Telegraph

of ¢
“Rhodes pleaded guilty Frlday to the first-
_ degree murder of a young.mother abducted
in 1982 frem the shopping center where she
worked.

Under terms of the agreement, Rhodes
26, will serve a life term instead of receiving

‘concurrently with the six life sentences and
_ 420 years hmuvxngigr s;mllar crimes in
Florida. -
" In the Colorado Springs case, he abducted
" 22-yearsold Cynthia McLuen a cos-
metologist, from the Uintah Gardens Shop-
ping Center on Dec. 7, 1982. ~ - -
- Ms. McLuen was scraping ice off her car
- after leaving work at the Walgreens store
when “Rhodes grabbed her, accordmg to
- pohce reports.
Rhodesp%o
- Rhotdes on Fnday he lived in Colorado
Sprmgs at the time arid was waiting for his

Ca'usae-_ ﬂgt&p;@k@dﬁpﬁne—samemghﬁ—
sarmar - ind the Holiday Inn at Eighth and Cimar- to forego asking for the death penalty,

id dth "lTlstrlct Judge-—Willian
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later by a police efficer on routine patrol.

successful prosecu_tion, Asginwall ksaid, and

“‘Rhodes wdﬁld not confess on the record

The lights were on and the motor was
running,
“Heér clothes-

ron streets, but Ms. McLuen, the mother of
a 5-year-old girl, was misSing for 42 days.
Then a jogger discovered the woman’s

body lying on the ground in an isolated area—

of Fdirview Cemetery.

d-his-life -
S District Atto rngy Barney Tuppa demded

Aspinwall said, .

But Aspinwall said it is a good pW
bargain.

“It’s not as if he wouid get out of prison
in 20 years. With all the sentences he is

- -Ms. McLuen had suffered a- -a blow to the _serving in Florida he will be in prison for-the —§
—the-dedthi—penalty —The sentence will Turmr ~head, had been stabbed 25 times and had rest of his life,”” Aspinwall said. “And time

been sexualiy asaulted.

in a Florida prison is not as pleasant ag it

The case fit the crzterla—ﬁf——the death—is—ima Colorado prison.” -

penalty ir three ways, Chief Deputy District
_Attorney Bill Aspinwall said Friday,

The murder was committed during a class .
two ‘sexual assault, the woman would have
been a witness against Rhodes and she™ was
killed, in an especially heinous, cruel or
depraved mannef; Aspinwall said.

But the district attorney’s office could not
seek the death penalty, he said.

The .case went unsolved until July 1935
when Colorado Springs pelice detective Lou
Smit lookeanverng

-get-off-work at:ﬁgraﬂelf‘af the nearby——ceived-on similar crimes Rhodes had com-

Woglco.—— . <

"7 "1 gtarted committing a ‘series of acts that
~resulfed in the death of Cynthla Mcmen ”
‘he said.

_ mitted in | a and wasinformed tﬁe man
once lived in the Springs. -

On a hunch, Smit went to see R es.in
Florida. Rhodes confessed. That confe$sion

me information he re-’

Rhodes was convicted in. Florida on
charges of f;;st.—degpee attempted murder,
kidnapping andfour counts of sexual battery
for the.abuction in June 1984 of an ice-cream
shop clerk in 5t. Petersburg. The 17-year-oid
-girl was stabbed, riiped and left for dead.
For that crime, ﬁé—recewed the six- hfe
sefitences.— - I

He then pleaded gmlty to three smnlar
attacks and was given an additional 420 .
years ‘which he is Serving in the “F'londa

State Penitentiary at Raiford.
In the unlikely event that all of Rhodes’

“previous convictions were overturned; he

would be brought to Colorado to serve his
local life sentence, Aspinwall said.
Sentencing on the Sprmgs case was set for

f‘—‘i’heTman s car was fﬁund a SH lme was the only ev1dence that would allow April 11, -

1




