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BY TONY BARNES

NUGGETS OF FAITH

False alarms, faith in the Father’s love

Normally I wouldn’t ad-
vise a person to deceive a 
police officer. However, it’s 
my story, and yes, I’m stick-
ing to it.

That the cop deceived him-
self because he didn’t fully 
assess the situation. I think it 
could be argued he jumped 
to conclusions before ful-
ly evaluating the supposed 
crime scene. Fortunately for 

me, Miranda Rights, hand-
cuffs and a trip downtown 
did not become part of the 
unfolding scenario.  

It was on Fort McClellan 
in Alabama sometime in 
1995. After the Air Force 
closed Denver’s Lowry Air 
Force Base, I was sent from 
Germany to the Army fort 
to set up a new disaster pre-
paredness technical training 
school. Although not tech-
nically a joint assignment, 
we did in fact do substan-
tial joint training with the 
Army.

One of our lessons regard-
ed Camouflage, Conceal-
ment and Deception (CCD). 
We had fake runways and 
craters, mock airplanes and 
fuel trucks. We trained at 
the Army’s Reilly Field, 
which was a defunct runway. 
One sunny day, we had all of 
our toys deployed, including 
an inflated F-16. The idea 
was if an enemy jet flew over 

our base, the decoys might 
possibly draw it off target. 
It’s cheaper for the taxpayer 
to replace a balloon than a 
very expensive F-16 fighter 
aircraft.  

As I was teaching my stu-
dents, I could tell their at-
tention was drawn to some-
thing behind me. I turned to 
see a military police sedan 
rapidly approaching with 
lights flashing. I walked to-
wards the car, and a military 
policeman got out and de-
manded to know who had 
given that fighter jet clear-
ance to land at Reilly Field. I 
must admit, I was a little sar-
castic as I invited the Army 
MP to take a closer look be-
fore I answered his question. 
My students were watching 
us closely to see what would 
happen. Fortunately, the 
MP was a good sport about 
it as we all broke out in 
laughter about him falling 
for the ruse we had designed 

for enemy combatants.  
People go to great efforts 

to deceive each other. They 
even try to deceive God 
with all kinds of rationale 
for their behavior. But, He 
is not falling for any ruse we 
might can imagine in our 
minds. Psalms 139:2 tells us, 
“You know when I sit and 
when I rise; you perceive my 
thoughts from afar.” When 
you first think of it, it is em-
barrassing to realize we are 
never truly alone. We might 
have a lot of people fooled, 
but, we can’t ever deceive 
God.  

I’m reminded of a song I 
used to play when I was a ra-
dio DJ at Colorado Springs’ 
KTLF; it was called “You 
Can Tell a Lot About a 
Man by the Way He Treats 
His Wife.” Terry and Barb 
Franklin sang a lot of truth 
in that song. Many of you 
might remember a country 
singer who once crooned 

“No One Knows What Goes 
on Behind Closed Doors.” 
We can deceive each other, 
but, ultimately, God knows 
our hearts.

Rest assured, God is not 
wanting to beat you with a 
big hammer of divine judg-
ment. He wants to walk with 
you in all of life’s challeng-
es. God wants to have a re-
lationship with you through 
his son, Jesus Christ. While 
you can’t deceive God, don’t 
be deceived about His pas-
sionate love for you and de-
sire to have fellowship with 
you. Today would be a great 
day to begin that relation-
ship with Him — or a great 
day to refresh your friend-
ship with the Lord. 

Tony “T-Bar” Barnes is a 28-
year veteran of the Marine 
Corps and Air Force. He works 
for the Department of Veterans 
Affairs and can be reached at 
tbarnugget@yahoo.com.

BY ANGELA SEALS

COMMUNITY AND CULTURE

Congressional Art Competition draws 
region’s most talented young artists

This spring, I had the joy 
of seeing artworks by young 
local artists as a judge for 
the 2017 Congressional Art 
Competition: 5th District of 
Colorado. The experience 
left me deeply impressed with 
the quality of arts education 
happening in our local high 
schools — and the talent of 
our next generation of local 
artists!

The Congressional Art 
Competition began in 1982 
and still showcases student 
artwork on exhibition walls 
around the United States ev-
ery spring. The competition 
gives high school artists a 
chance to exhibit their cre-
ations in their local commu-
nity and compete for a grand 
prize: two round-trip airfare 
tickets to attend a reception 
in Washington, D.C., plus 
exhibition of the winner’s art-
work in the U.S. Capitol for 
a year. 

Locally, our Congressional 
Art Competition is sponsored 
by Representative Doug Lam-
born and presented at Library 
21c, under the thoughtful co-
ordination of Sean Anglum, 
community engagement and 
outreach officer for Pikes 
Peak Library District.

It was a lot to coordinate 
this year! 

Unique artworks were sub-
mitted in six categories: paint-
ing, drawing, mixed media, 
printmaking, computer gen-
erated art and photography. 
Artists ages 14-18 represent-
ed high schools from across 
our region, including The 
Classical Academy, Colora-
do Springs Christian School, 
CIVA Charter, Coronado, 
Fountain-Ft. Carson, Peyton, 
Pine Creek, St. Mary’s, The 
Vanguard School, Woodland 
Park and more.

Each category awarded 
first-, second- and third-place 
certificates, plus honorable 
mentions when we judges 
wanted to celebrate addition-
al work. In addition, the grand 
prize was awarded to the 
overall “Best in Show” and a 
“People’s Choice” award was 
tallied during the opening re-
ception. 

Judging this competition 
was a fascinating process. We 
spent several hours looking 
closely at the works submit-
ted by the young artists and 
discussing them together in 
detail. While we certainly 
chose to recognize the high-

est technical quality in differ-
ent media, our judging panel 
also recognized several stu-
dents whose work revealed a 
distinctive way of seeing the 
world. 

With me on the judging 
panel were representatives of 
the Pikes Peak Library Dis-
trict, Colorado Springs Fine 
Arts Center, Imagination 
Celebration and Manitou Art 
Center. 

In the end, our “Best in 
Show” winner was Jared 
Brady, a local home school-
er who studies art under the 
mentorship of Kenneth Shan-
ika. Brady’s exquisite portrait 
in oils is more than just beau-
tiful — it reveals a sophisticat-
ed way of seeing, and render-
ing light, texture and emotion 
on canvas. We are proud to 
send Brady as our district’s 
representative to Washington, 
D.C., and to have his painting 
shown in the U.S. Capitol this 
coming year as a reflection of 
our region’s creativity.

See a gallery of the student 
artworks that won in each 
category at gazettecommuni-
tynews.com. 

Congratulations to Jar-
ed, and all of the other 
award-winners and partici-
pants in the 5th Congressio-
nal District’s Art Competi-
tion. From the perspective of 
the Cultural Office, I see in all 
of you our next generation of 
creators, makers and vision-
aries, who will play a critical 
role in our community. 

And a very special thanks to 
the dedicated arts educators 
across our region, in and out 
of school, who are cultivating 
our young artists!

Angela Seals serves as the 
director of Community Part-
nerships for the Cultural Office 
of the Pikes Peak Region. She 
contributes this monthly column 
to the Woodmen Edition and can 
be reached at angela@cultural-
office.org.

VOICES

Best in Show, Jared Brady. Photo courtesy of COPPeR

HAPPENING NEAR 
YOU THIS MONTH:

“The Reckless Saints:” 6 
p.m., May 10 at at Whole 
Foods, 7635 N. Academy 
Blvd. This first in a series of 
Whole Foods Café Concerts 
offers food, drink, live mu-
sic and an incredible view of 
Pikes Peak. Space is limited. 
Details at peakradar.com. 
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