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WOMAN FOUND SHOT TO DEATH 
Neighbor said he heard yelling, gunshot late on Christmas Eve 

 
 A woman found shot to death outside a home in east Colorado Springs on Christmas morning might be the city's 23rd 
homicide of 2008. 
 Police were awaiting an autopsy to determine if the victim -- a woman in her 30s whose name was not released -- died as a 
result of foul play. 
 Lieutenant David Whitlock, a police spokesman, said officers were called at 5:50 a.m. Thursday and found her body on 
Fosdick Circle, a tiny cul-de-sac off San Miguel Street east of Academy Boulevard.  He said the woman had apparently 
suffered a gunshot wound. 
 Few other details were available, Whitlock said, including whether the woman lived at the home where she was found. 
 A neighbor who asked that his name be withheld said he was photographing a constellation in his backyard just before 11 
p.m. Wednesday when he heard "some brief yelling" followed by a single gunshot.  The Gazette agreed to withhold his name 
because of the potential that a shooting suspect remains at large. 
 "I heard, '(Expletive) you, get out here' -- pause -- boom," the neighbor said. 
 The man said he walked to the front yard to investigate but didn't see anything.  After checking both sides of the cul-de-sac 
and hearing no further disruptions, he said he assumed the commotion had something to do with a house party a few houses 
down. 
 "I wrote it off, which I probably shouldn't have done," he said. 
 Colorado Springs recorded 28 homicides in 2007, tying the homicide record set in 1991. 
 The city had 26 homicides as of this date last year, police said.  
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WOMAN FROM FOUNTAIN IS 24TH HOMICIDE VICTIM IN '08 
 
 A woman who was found slain steps from her father's home in East Colorado Springs on Christmas morning was named by 
police Friday as 38-year-old Margaret "Mae" Sweet of Fountain. 
 Sweet's father James Sweet, found her just before 6 a.m.  She had been temporarily living at his house, police said. 
 The El Paso County Coroner's Office determined the woman died of a gunshot wound, and her death was ruled a homicide. 
 The slaying is the 24th in Colorado Springs this year.  There were 26 homicides at this time in 2007, which ended by tying a 
record of 28 homicides set in 1991. 
 Detectives are working to pinpoint when Sweet was last seen and have had "a lot of conversations" with people in her life, 
including her ex-husband, said Colorado Springs police spokesman Lieutenant David Whitlock. 
 No one is in custody, and Whitlock said he has not been told whether investigators have identified a suspect. 
 Public records show Sweet filed a restraining order in May against an ex-boyfriend, but Whitlock said the man "has been 
ruled out as a suspect." 
 A neighbor told The Gazette he heard a heated exchange and a gunshot as he was stargazing in his backyard about 11 
p.m. Wednesday. 
 He made his way out front to see what happened, but saw no signs of trouble and assumed the commotion had something 
to do with a party a few doors down.  The Gazette agreed to withhold his name because the killed is at large. 
 The Gazette's homicide count includes the shooting death of 30-year-old Christopher Obertino, who was shot December 5 
during a confrontation with a pair of El Paso County sheriff's deputies.  Police do not include the death in their tally.  The 
deputy-involved shooting remains under investigation. 
 Police said they record only homicides thought to be criminal in nature.  
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MARGARET ALICE SWEET 
 
Born April 22, 1970 
Died December 24, 2008 
Automotive service adviser, two-year Colorado Springs resident.  Survived by her father, James Egger; her mother, Susan 
Egger; her stepmother, Penny E. Egger; and a brother, Paul A. Egger.  Memorial service 10 a.m. Wednesday, St. Michaels' 
Episcopal Church, 7400 Tudor Road.  Private inurnment.  Evergreen funeral home.  
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Margaret "Mae" Alice Egger Sweet 
April 22, 1970 - December 24, 2008 

 
 Mae's life was tragically cut short December 24, 2008 in Colorado Springs, CO outside her father's house. 
 She was born April 22, 1970 to parents James L. Egger and Susan M. Von Almen Egger in Glasgow, Montana and 
graduated from Mitchell High School in 1988. 
 Mae loved music, especially going to live shows, working with animals, going to Air Force Academy Football games, and 
was always quick to help a friend in need.  She was most at peace when white water rafting in the mountains or on the beach 
in Destin, Florida. 
 She is survived by her parents James and step-mother Penny; mother, Susan of Cartersville, Georgia; and brother, Paul 
Egger of Houston, Texas as well as numerous and precious friends. 
 A memorial service will be held at 10:00 a.m., Wednesday, December 31 at The Church of St. Michael the Archangel, 7400 
Tudor Road, Colorado Springs and the remains to be inurned at a later date. 
 In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made in Mae's name to the Humane Society of Pikes Peak, 610 Abbot 
Lane, Colorado Springs, CO  80905   (719) 473-1741 
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