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Body of woman found in northwest Springs 
 

 The body of a 46-year-old woman was found Monday in a sport utility vehicle in the parking lot of an empty bookstore in 
northwest Colorado Springs, Colorado Springs police said. 
 Police did not release details about how the woman died and did not caller death a homicide.  But the death was being 
investigated by homicide detectives and Metro Crime Lab technicians outside the former McKinzey-White Bookshop in a 
shopping center east on Centennial Boulevard and south of Garden of the Gods Road. 
 The victim’s name was not released. 
 The woman’s husband, 50, called 911 at 5:50 p.m. to report he’d gone looking for his wife and discovered her body in the 
SUV, Sergeant Cari Graves said. 
 Two SUVs, a black Ford and a silver Jeep, were parked on the south side of the bookstore, located at the south end of the 
shopping center.  Police did not say in which vehicle the woman’s body was found. 
 A passerby carrying groceries, Scott Teufel, said he noticed one of the SUVs parked there Sunday afternoon as he rode by 
on his bike.  He wasn’t certain Monday night whether it was the Ford or Jeep but said he noticed it because that side of the 
parking lot usually is deserted. 
 Another onlooker expressed surprise at what might have been a violent death in what many regard as a safe area of the 
city.  “You always think it happens someplace else,” she said. 
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Woman’s death unusual, police say 
Autopsy will determine if recently married victim was slain 

 
 Police are calling the death of a Colorado Springs woman “unusual” but are awaiting an autopsy to determine whether she 
was a slaying victim. 
 Melanie Bean, 46, was found Monday in her sport utility vehicle in the parking lot of an empty bookstore near her northwest 
Colorado Springs home. 
 Colorado Springs police are “interested in the findings of the autopsy” and are being careful to protect as much about the 
case as they can, police spokeswoman Cari Graves said.  An autopsy was scheduled for Tuesday night. 
 “We are waiting for the coroner to figure out how to classify it and how to proceed,” Graves said. 
 Although Bean’s death has not been called a homicide, it is being investigated by homicide detectives, and police are asking 
for the public to call with any information about the case. 
 Bean’s husband, David M. Bean, 50, called police at 5:50 p.m. to report he’d gone looking for his wife and found her body in 
the SUV, police said. 
 Bean said Tuesday he didn’t know what might have happened to his wife.  The couple married in November. 
 “Police probably know more about what happened than I do right now,” he said. 
 The SUV was parked in the lot outside the former McKinzey-White Bookshop in a shopping center east off Centennial 
Boulevard and south of Garden of the Gods Road. 
 The couple lived on Chadderton Court in a neighborhood less than two miles west of the shopping center. 
 Bean said he returned to his house Tuesday afternoon after allowing police to search the property. 
 He said his wife lived in Colorado Springs about four years and was a night supervisor at the radiology unit at Penrose Main 
Hospital. 
 Graves said police are not aware of any medical problems Bean might have had.  Graves did not know who owned the SUV 
in which Bean’s body was found. 
 Police are asking anyone with information on the case to call Sergeant Charles Garcia at 444-7613 or to make an 
anonymous report by calling Crime Stoppers at 634-STOP. 
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Slain woman strangled 
Radiology supervisor accomplished much in life, mother says 

 
 Melanie Kay Flowers never cared much for middle names. 
 So she dropped the “Kay” in hers but insisted on keeping her maiden name. 
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 Her mother, Carole Flowers, said she wouldn’t have it any other way.  “‘If something happened, I could always have my 
Flowers name,’ she’d say to me.” 
 Melanie Flowers Bean, 46, was found dead Monday in her silver Jeep Grand Cherokee in the parking lot of the former 
McKinzey-White Bookshop near her northwest Colorado Springs home. 
 An autopsy report showed she died of strangulation, police spokeswoman Sergeant Cari Graves said Wednesday.  
Investigators could not determine what she was strangled with or whether she was killed in the vehicle. 
 The approximate time of death has not been determined and is still under investigation.  No arrests have been made, and 
no suspects have been named. 
 The killing is the eighth homicide in Colorado Springs this year. 
 Melanie was discovered by her husband, David M. Bean, 50, who called police at 5:50 p.m. to report he’d gone looking for 
his wife and found her dead. 
 Melanie Flowers was born in 1957 and raised in Clarksburg, West Virginia.  She graduated from Liberty High School and 
briefly attended West Virginia University in Morgantown.  She returned to Clarksburg to earn a radiology technician certificate. 
 She had two children, Ashleigh and Colbey, from a previous marriage.  In 1996, Flowers and her children moved to 
Colorado Springs. 
 “She raised them to be independent and to excel in everything that they do,” her mother said. 
 Melanie worked as a night supervisor of the radiology unit at Penrose Hospital. 
 A hospital spokeswoman said she worked in radiology for about five years and her shift varied. 
 “At one time she was working at both Penrose and Memorial hospitals,” her mother said. 
 “She just liked the challenge of doing various things.” 
 Carole Flowers said a relative notified her Wednesday of her daughter’s death. 
 Flowers was shocked because she had spoken to Melanie four or five days ago. 
 Last week, her daughter told Flowers she was going to take some time for herself. 
 “It was our understanding that if Melanie worked Friday night, she’d get the weekend off,” Flowers said. 
 The Beans, who married in November, lived on Chadderton Court less than two miles west of the shopping center. 
 David Bean told police he didn’t know what might have happened to his wife. 
 “To think that all that has done in her life and for something like this to happen is so heartbreaking to me and her father,” 
Flowers said.  “And then to know that we haven’t been contacted by law enforcement is disturbing.” 
 Melanie’s father, William, said he is still waiting for Colorado Springs law enforcement to contact him. 
 The Flowerses have been following newspapers reports of their daughter’s death. 
 “Our family has been broken to a point that it’s never going to be the same, never,” Melanie’s mother said.  
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Melanie Flowers Bean 
Born: March 11, 1957 – Died June 30, 2003 

 
 Radiology technician, six-year Colorado Springs resident.  Survived by her husband, David; four sons, Colbey, Joshua, 
Jesse and Joey; and two daughters, Ashley and Emily.  Memorial services, 11 a.m. Wednesday, Woodmen Valley Stone 
Chapel, Mountain View Mortuary. 
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Man held in wife’s killing 
Suspect told police he found woman dead in Springs parking lot 

 
 A Colorado Springs man who called police Monday to say he found his wife dead in an empty parking lot was arrested 
Sunday in connections with her strangulation. 
 David Monroe Bean, 50, has been jailed since Thursday after police arrested him on suspicion of collecting unemployment 
checks while being employed. 
 He faces charges of theft, first-degree forgery and computer crime in that case.  Information on where he has been 
employed was not available Saturday. 
 Police served Bean with a first-degree murder warrant Saturday afternoon at the El Paso County Criminal Justice Center, 
where he is being held without bond. 
 His wife, Melanie Flowers Bean, 46, was found strangled in her Jeep Grand Cherokee at the former McKinzey-White 
Bookshop in northwest Colorado Springs. 
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 The Beans, who married in November, lived on Chadderton Court less than 2 miles from the shopping center. 
 Bean called police at 5:50 p.m. Monday to say he’d gone looking for his wife and found her body in the Jeep. 
 Bean said he returned to his house Tuesday after police searched it. 
 Melanie Bean was a night supervisor for the radiology unit at Penrose Hospital. 
 She moved to Colorado Springs in 1997 with her two children -- Ashleigh and Colbey Rude, now in their 20s -- from a 
previous marriage. 
 Melanie Bean’s mother, Carol Flowers, said Saturday her daughter will be buried in West Virginia, where she was born and 
raised.  She declined comment on Bean’s arrest. 
 A memorial service is scheduled for 11 a.m. Wednesday at Woodmen Valley Chapel, 477 Woodmen Road. 
 The killing is the eighth homicide in Colorado Springs this year. 
 

 
 
Tuesday, July 8, 2003 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page METRO1, Column 2 - By Raquel Rutledge 
 

Victim considered a divorce 
Couple fought often about finances before slaying, affidavit says 

 
 A hidden blood stain on the garage floor. 
 A middle-of-the-night memory of a 10-year-old boy. 
 This evidence and testimony from friends, family and co-workers led Colorado Springs police to think David Bean, a retired 
Air Force lieutenant colonel, killed his wife, Melanie Bean, according to an affidavit released Monday. 
 Police arrested David Bean, 50, on suspicion of first-degree murder on Saturday. 
 Melanie Bean was found strangled in her Jeep Cherokee on June 30 about two miles from the couple’s home in northwest 
Colorado Springs.  An autopsy revealed she also suffered a blow to her head resulting in a 3-inch cut. 
 Those closest to Melanie Bean told police the 46-year-old radiology supervisor had said the couple was having marital 
problems and she was considering a divorce. 
 Melanie’s daughter from a previous marriage, Ashleigh Rude, said her mother told her she and David often fought about 
finances, and she recently learned David wanted to get back together with his ex-wife, Bobbi Bean-Wells. 
 Bean-Wells told police she was aware of David’s financial troubles.  She said he was in arrears in spousal and child support. 
 The couple divorced in 2000; Bean married Melanie in November. 
 Melanie Bean’s good friend, Melinda Goodin, told police that Melanie had contacted her lawyer about a divorce.  Goodin 
said Melanie had contacted her banks and insurance company to change passwords and access to her accounts. 
 “Melanie told her (Goodin) that she had given David an ultimatum Tuesday, June 24, or Wednesday, June 25, to stop 
seeing his ex-wife or she would kick him out of the house.  Melanie said she did not want to be married anymore and was tired 
of all the harassment by Bobbi, David’s ex-wife, and David as well,” the affidavit states. 
 The affidavit also includes statements from David Bean’s 10-year-old son that contradict the story Bean told police about his 
wife’s disappearance.  Bean told police about his wife’s disappearance.  Bean said his wife never returned from her job on the 
night shift at Penrose Hospital on Friday June 27. 
 Bean’s son, from his previous marriage, who was staying with him for a few nights, said he remembers Melanie coming into 
his room late that night while he was sleeping and covering him with a blanket.  He told police that although he considered 
himself a sound sleeper he remembered seeing Melanie’s white hospital pants.  That’s how he knew it was her, he said. 
 Police searched the Beans’ home on Chadderton Court and found blood on the family computer in the garage. 
 Police initially noticed two spots of blood in the garage and after applying a chemical that illuminates where blood once was, 
they found a large spot with swipe marks that showed where someone had been cleaning blood off the concrete floor. 
 David Bean also was arrested on suspicion of theft and forgery for allegedly collecting unemployment checks while being 
employed. 
 The Air Force confirmed Monday that Bean retired from the service as a lieutenant colonel but could not say what year.  A 
previous employer said he served 23 years in the Air Force and retired in 1997. 
 One of Bean’s employers, Paul Brown, owner of CTSI, a Loveland-based transmission service company for which Bean 
sold equipment, said he was shocked to her Bean is accused of murder. 
 “He was always a real gentleman,” said Brown, who has known Bean for almost six years.  “This is really hard for me to 
believe.” 
 Brown said he attended David and Melanie’s wedding at the Air Force Academy chapel in November, and the couple 
seemed happy. 
 He said he suspected Bean might be having financial trouble recently when Bean withheld some money on an order. 
 “He had never done that before.  I talked to him a few days ago, and he assured me he would pay me back the little money 
he owed me.”  
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Husband charged with murder in wife’s strangling 
 
 Prosecutors filed a first-degree murder charge Thursday against a Colorado Springs man accused of strangling his wife and 
leaving her in an empty parking lot. 
 David Monroe Bean, 50, will return to court August 25 for a preliminary hearing during which a judge will decide whether the 
evidence against him is strong enough to merit a trial. 
 Bean called police June 30 to say he’d gone looking for his 46-year-old wife, Melanie Flowers Bean, and found her dead in 
her Jeep Grand Cherokee in the parking lot of the former McKinzey-White Bookstore in Northwest Colorado Springs.  He was 
arrested July 5. 
 Bean had been arrested two days earlier on suspicion of collecting unemployment checks while employed.  He is charged 
with theft, first-degree forgery and computer crime in that case.  He is being held without bond in the El Paso County Criminal 
Justice Center. 
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Bean fund will help children 
Friends of dead mother look toward future 

 
 Melanie Flowers Bean’s children sat side-by-side at her memorial service in July, even though the man accused of killing 
her is the father of four of the six kids. 
 “They were together the whole time.  They were together the whole time.  They were supportive of each other,” said Dr. Tom 
Bates of Colorado Springs Radiologists.  “I thought that was a testimonial to her ability to make a family unit out of those kids. 
 Bates and other friends of Bean want to look out for her children, ages 10 to 23. 
 A memorial fund has been set up at US Bank to help them with emergencies and their education. 
 “Hopefully we’ll see to it that money is not the reason these kids don’t go to college,” Bates said.  “Their support structure 
has been pulled out from underneath them in more ways than one – financially and emotionally.” 
 Bean, a night supervisor of the radiology unit at Penrose Hospital, was found strangled in her Jeep Cherokee on June 30 in 
an empty parking lot, two miles from her home in northwest Colorado Springs. 
 Her husband, David Monroe Bean, told police June 30 he’d gone looking for his wife of eight months and found her body in 
the parked vehicle. 
 David Bean, 50, was arrested five days later on suspicion of first-degree murder. 
 Melanie Bean moved to Colorado Springs in 1997 with her two children – Ashleigh and Colbey Rude, now in their 20s – 
from a previous marriage. 
 Bates met Melanie Bean when she started working at the hospital in 1997. 
 “Melanie was always cheerful and willing to do anything you wanted her to do at any time,” he said.  “Some people are more 
reluctant workers.  She never fitted into that category.” 
 Anyone who wants to make a contribution to the Melanie Flowers Bean Donation Account can mail or drop off checks at US 
Bank, 1125 Garden of the Gods Road, Colorado Springs 80907. 
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Arraignment set for husband 
 

 A Colorado Springs man accused in the strangulation of his wife will enter a plea next month. 
 David Monroe Bean, 50, remained in the El Paso County jail without bail Tuesday, a day after 4th Judicial District Judge 
Timothy Simmons found the prosecution had sufficient evidence to merit a trial.  Bean is charged with first-degree murder in 
the death of his wife, Melanie Bean. 
 David Bean called police June 30 and told officers he had found his wife dead in her car.  Five days later, he was arrested 
on investigation of murder. 
 Bean will be back in court September 15 for arraignment. 



Homicide VICTIM(S): Melanie Kay Flowers Bean 
Monday, June 30, 2003 SUSPECT(S): David Monroe Bean 

 
 

 
Prepared by: Page 5 of 7 January 10, 2017 
Dwight Haverkorn 

Tuesday, September 16, 2003 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page METRO2, Column 4 
 

Man pleads innocent to killing wife 
 

 A Colorado Springs man accused of strangling his wife pleaded innocent Monday at his arraignment. 
 A January 27 trial was set for David Monroe Bean, 50, who is charged with first-degree murder in the death of his wife, 
Melanie Bean. 
 David Bean called police Jane 30 and told officers he had found his wife dead in her car. 
 Five days later, he was arrested in connection with the killing. 
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Murder trial opens with conflicting tales 
Ex-Air Force officer found wife’s body in Jeep 

 
 There’s a simple reason David Monroe Bean found his wife’s body after she disappeared, a prosecutor told jurors Thursday 
in opening remarks in his trial. 
 He knew exactly where he left it, Deputy District Attorney John Newsome said. 
 Bean, 51, strangled his 46-year-old wife to collect on a $350,000 life insurance policy, Newsome said.  He is charged with 
first-degree murder and faces life in prison if convicted. 
 “The person who murdered Melanie Bean was her husband, David, and he did this crime because of money -- greed,” said 
Newsome, who was elected district attorney and takes over the top prosecutor’s job next month. 
 Invisible blood on a chunk of concrete lifted from the Beans’ garage floor shows that Melanie Bean, a night supervisor for 
the radiology unit at Penrose Hospital, was killed in the garage and moved to a Jeep in a parking lot where she was found, 
Newsome said. 
 The concrete had been cleaned, but Luminal revealed the presence of blood and DNA tests showed it was Melanie Bean’s, 
Newsome said.  An autopsy showed Bean had a gash in her scalp and that would have bled massively and was inflicted 
before she was strangled, he said.  Lack of blood in the Jeep shows she was killed somewhere else, he said. 
 The Beans lived on Chadderton Court less than a mile from the shopping center where Melanie Bean’s body was found. 
 David Bean called police June 30, 2003, and told officers he found his wife dead in the back seat of her Jeep Grand 
Cherokee in the parking lot of the former McKinzey-White Bookshop southeast of Centennial Boulevard and Garden of the 
Gods Road.  Five days later, Bean was arrested in connection with the killing. 
 Defense attorney Dennis Hartley said Bean, a retired Air Force lieutenant colonel and a religious man, had a mostly happy 
marriage with his wife of seven months, Police, however, focused on Bean before thoroughly investigating the case, Harley 
said. 
 Police pressured Bean’s 10-year-old son to charge his story about what happened that weekend Melanie Bean disappeared 
to match investigators’ theory the husband killed her, Hartley said. 
 “Police are in the business of closing cases,” he said, “not necessarily finding out who did it.” 
 Hartley attacked prosecutors’ timeline, saying witnesses saw Melanie Bean alive after prosecutors say she was dead.  The 
blood that soaked into the garage floor could have been from long ago, since Melanie Bean owned the house for years before 
David Bean moved in, he said. 
 While police processed the crime scene, a man in a red car videotaped the activity from behind yellow crime scene tape, 
Hartley said. 
 “Did the police go over and inquire?” he said.  “No.  You see, the police were focused on David Bean.” 
 Jurors heard the 911 call in which David Bean calmly tells a dispatcher he found his wife’s body. 
 “Quite honestly, I think I’ve discovered a dead body,” he said initially. 
 “It’s actually my wife,” he said seconds later.  “It’s my wife’s vehicle and she’s been missing several days.” 
 Hartley said Bean’s apparent lack of emotion stems from his military background. 
 “When tragedy strikes, people react differently,” he said.   He’s a very stoic person.” 
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Man denies killing wife in unemotional testimony 
 

 David Monroe Bean was shocked and numb when he found his wife’s body and had nothing to do with her death, he told 
jurors who will decide if he killed her. 
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 Defense attorney Dennis Hartley went to the heart of the matter Thursday in his first question after Bean took the witness 
stand in a 4th Judicial District courtroom. 
 “Mr. Bean, did you kill your wife, Melanie Bean?”  Hartley asked. 
 “No I did not,” Bean replied. 
Bean, wearing a navy-blue jacket and a red tie, testified for about four hours.  He seemed emotionless, detached and stiff -- 
the same characteristics that made him a suspect from the start. 
 Prosecutors say Bean, 51, strangled his 46-year-old wife to collect on a $350,000 life insurance policy.  Bean, a retired Air 
Force lieutenant colonel, said he was with his 10-year-old son the entire weekend his wife disappeared. 
 Bean called 911 on June 30, 2003, telling police he had discovered his missing wife dead in the back seat of her Jeep 
Grand Cherokee in the parking lot of a shopping center southeast of Centennial Boulevard and Garden of the Gods Road. 
 A dispatcher testified that he seemed unaffected by the discovery. 
 Bean said his cool demeanor stems from a strict upbringing as the son of an Air Force chaplain.  His job as a navigator on 
Air Force refueling planes taught him to be calm and controlled during emergencies, and his job investigating aircraft accidents 
hardened him to the sight of bodies and death, he said. 
 Bean characterized his marriage to his wife of seven months as good but not perfect.  Both had been married before, so 
they worked hard to make their relationship work, he said.  The committed to dating each other for three years before marrying 
and read books, attended seminars and got counseling about marriage enrichment. 
 “We went out of our way to try to make sure we were going to do it right this time,” he said. 
 Still, there were problems, Bean said.  The family’s finances were tight, and Melanie Bean didn’t like how much her husband 
communicated with his ex-wife, he said. 
 Bean last saw his wife on June 27, a Friday, when she left for her job as a night supervisor for the radiology unit at Penrose 
Hospital, he said. 
 He didn’t search for her until three days later because he thought she needed space and time to think, he said. 
 He tried to report Melanie missing on June 28, 2003, but police told him not to worry until 72 hours had passed, he said. 
 Bean had custody of his 10-year-old son that weekend, and they spent most of their time together at a soccer tournament 
and watching old movies, he said. 
 He didn’t call friends or family to ask whether they’d seen Melanie and called her cell phone only once because he figured 
she needed time to herself, Bean said. 
 When he decided to look for her after she was gone the weekend, he found her Jeep less than a mile from their home on 
Chadderton Court, he said. 
 “I looked in the back seat and saw her,” Bean said matter-of-factly. 
 “I opened the back door.  I could see her skin was totally abnormal and the wrong color and I saw blood.” 
 “I knew something was wrong.  Feeling-wise, I went into a state of shock.  I just kind of went numb.” 
 Colorado Springs Police Detective Derek Graham said Bean never asked how the investigation was progressing during the 
five days between the discovery of his wife’s body and his arrest. 
 Prosecutors say that’s because he killed her. 
 “He never asked,” Graham said.  “That’s one of our investigative techniques -- just sit back, don’t volunteer any information 
and see if he ever asks ‘Hey, what’s going on?’ “ 
 Jurors will hear closing arguments and begin deliberating today. 
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Husband gets life in prison in ‘03 strangling of wife 
 

 Retired Air Force Lieutenant Colonel David Bean showed no emotion when he called 911 to report finding his wife’s body. 
 He showed no emotion when he testified that he didn’t kill her. 
 And he showed no emotion Friday when a 4th Judicial District jury convicted him of first-degree murder after deliberating for 
six hours. 
 Bean, 51, was found guilty of strangling his 46-year-old wife, Melanie Bean, in his garage, loading her body in to her Jeep 
and driving it to a parking lot where he claimed to discover it three days later.  Prosecutors said he killed her to collect on a 
$350,000 life insurance policy. 
 Jurors deliberated for almost six hours.  Judge Timothy Simmons sentenced Bean to life in prison without parole. 
 “We’re very pleased,” said prosecutor John Newsome, the incoming district attorney.  “This was an extraordinarily 
complicated case, and the jury did an excellent job.” 
 Jurors heard testimony from 70 witnesses and saw about 200 exhibits during the two-week trial, Newsome said.  The fact 
that there were two crime scenes, no witnesses who saw the killing and no murder weapon made it difficult, he said. 
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 Luminol revealed blood on the floor of the Beans’ home on Chadderton Court, and DNA testing showed it was Melanie 
Bean’s, Colorado Springs Police Detective Derek Graham said.  Bean had a gash in her head that a coroner said would have 
bled massively.  It was inflicted before she was strangled, the coroner said. 
 Bean’s lack of emotion and phone records that showed he didn’t try to call his wife and she disappeared also tipped 
detectives that something was wrong, Graham said. 
 “There were a lot of red flags,” he said.  “A lot of things were out of character.” 
 Defense attorney Dennis Hartley said Bean, like many in the military, hides emotions.  That doesn’t make him guilty, Hartley 
said. 
 Bean’s 22-year-old daughter, Emily Bean, had a different opinion.  She testified for the prosecution. 
 “This past year-and-a-half have been the hardest year-and-a-half that I’ve ever had to go through, and I blame my dad for 
putting us through this,” she said. 
 “I don’t hate my dad.  I love my dad, but nobody got to speak for Melanie.  I just want my dad to know that I will miss Melanie 
and I will miss him.” 
 Bean called 911 on June 30, 2003, and said he found his wife dead in the back seat of her Jeep Grand Cherokee in a 
parking lot southeast of Centennial Boulevard and Garden of the Gods Road.  The lot was less than a mile from his house. 
 Dispatchers said he seemed unaffected by the discovery. 
 “The call is disturbing to say the least,” prosecutor Chip Cord told jurors in closing arguments.  “The first words out of his 
mouth are not ‘I found my wife, get someone over here fast!’  The first words out of his mouth were ‘I think I found a body.” 


