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Friday, November 8, 2002 – Colorado Springs Gazette – Page A1, Column 1 - By DeeDee Correll 
 

Couple found shot to death in Crystola 
Investigators searching for victims' missing car 

 
 CRYSTOLA - A man and woman were found shot to death Thursday in a home in this Ute Pass community, apparently the 
victims of a double homicide. 
 The El Paso County Sheriff's Office was searching late into the night for their killer, as well as for the victims' car, a 1997 
green Subaru Outback missing from their home. 
 "It will be a very busy night for the detectives," El Paso County Sheriff's Lieutenant Rodney Gehrett said. 
 Investigators did not release the victims' names, but the bodies were found in a home in the 10,000 block of Canyon 
Terrace. 
 A co-worker made the discovery at 2:30 p.m. Thursday when one of the victims did not report to work as scheduled. 
 The co-worker drove to the home, found one of the bodies and called for help.  A sheriff's deputy found the second body. 
 Gehrett did not say whether there were signs of forced entry or a struggle, or whether anything has been stolen. 
 The house is one of about 14 homes in the isolated Columbine Canyon subdivision about two miles up a dirt road near 
Crystola. 
 Frank Puett, a neighbor, said he didn't notice anything out of the ordinary Thursday but that his dog seemed disturbed early 
in the morning. 
 "My dog was going crazy about 7 a.m.," he said.  "She was really going nuts." 
 The area is so isolated and visitors are so rare residents notice strangers, he said. 
 "Very seldom do we get cars up here, and all the neighbors really watch for unusual vehicles," he said. 
 Puett said he last saw the homeowner at a gathering last week to work on a culvert. 
 "He's a real nice guy, a responsible, mild, nice person," he said. 
 Puett and other neighbors were shaken by the news. 
 "It's always been a quiet, peaceful area," he said.  "Beautiful and quiet, up until this." 
 Gehrett said investigators planned to canvass the area and interview residents. 
 "We also really want to talk to whoever has this green Subaru," he said. 
 Anyone who sees the missing Subaru, Colorado license plate number LGB-496, is asked to call the Sheriff's Office. 
 

 
 
Saturday, November 9, 2002 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page METRO1, Column 4 - By Anslee Willett 
 

Police identify Crystola couple slain at home 
 

 CRYSTOLA - A man and woman found dead inside their home Thursday were shot multiple times, the El Paso County 
Coroner’s Office said Friday. 
 Investigators identified the couple late Friday as Gary Allen Alflen, 47, and Stacy Lee Dahl, 39. 
 No suspects have been identified. 
 It was unknown if the victims knew their killer or killers, Lieutenant Melissa Hartman of the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office 
said. 
 Investigators searched for evidence in the common-law couple’s yard at the end of Canyon Terrace, a winding dirt road. 
 The house, a nine-room home built in 1998, is one of a few in the private Columbine Canyon subdivision off U.S. Highway 
24 near Crystola. 
 Investigators asked police in surrounding states to be on the lookout for the victims’ car a 1997 green Subaru Outback with 
Colorado license plate LGB 496.  The car, registered in Alflen’s name is missing from the house. 
 A co-worker of Dahl went to the house after Dahl did not show up for work Thursday.  The co-worker found one of the 
bodies and called for help about 2:30 p.m. 
 Alflen and Dahl were avid runners who participated in several road races, including the Pikes Peak Ascent, the Barr Trail 
Mountain Race, the 10-mile Garden of the Gods race and the Snow Mountain Ranch Duathlon in Winter Park. 
 A neighbor said Alflen served as secretary of the Columbine Canyon homeowners’ association. 
 Anyone with information on the killings or the missing car is asked to call the Sheriff’s Office at 390-5555 or Crime Stoppers 
at 634-STOP. 
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Sunday, November 10, 2002 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page METRO3, Column 1 
 

Police continue to search for clues in couple’s death 
 

 Investigators did not release new information Saturday in the case of a slain married couple found in their home near 
Crystola. 
 Gary Alflen, 47, and Stacy Dahl, 39, were shot multiple times.  Their bodies were found Thursday after Dahl didn’t show up 
for work. 

 Investigators continued canvassing the neighborhood Saturday, Lieutenant Rodney Gehrett of the El Paso County 
Sheriff’s Office said. 
 The couple lived at the top of a hill at 10015 Canyon Drive in the private Columbine Canyon subdivision off U.S. Highway 
24. 
 

 
 
Tuesday, November 12, 2002 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page METRO1, Column 2 - By DeeDee Correll 
 

'There was no one nicer' 
Friends describe slain Crystola couple as active, respected 

 
 Gary Alflen wasn't a risk-taker. 
 He was a safety guy, one who would delay a back country ski trip if he thought avalanches presented a danger. 
 That irony isn't lost on friends mourning the deaths of Alflen, 47, and his wife, Stacy Dahl, 39, who were found Thursday 
shot to death in their Crystola home. 
 Neither is the other irony: that the two people they agreed were the kindest would be the ones to meet such a horrific end. 
 "Out of our entire circle, there was no one who was nicer or who we had more respect for," said Derek George, who had 
known the couple since 1994. 
 Investigators continued Monday to search for their killers, thought to be burglars who stole the couple's 1997 Subaru 
Outback.  The burned out shell of the vehicle was found Sunday near Monument. 
 Married in 1989, Dahl and Alflen worked since 1985 at EDS, an information technology firm with a systems support center 
on North Chestnut Street.  She was a senior information specialist, and he was a senior consultant. 
 EDS forbade its employees, many of whom considered Dahl and Alflen friends, from talking about the couple. 
 "Even though employees are speaking as friends, w don't want to cause any distress or have the family want to sue us for 
defamation of character or libel," EDS spokeswoman Joni Goheen said.  "It's just better if employees don't say anything at this 
point." 
 Other friends described them Monday as intelligent and knowledgeable about their industry, but not consumed by their jobs. 
 "They just did the things they loved, and that was the focus in lifer," Tim Smith said.  "They didn't sit around and watch TV." 
 The two loved to run, mountain bike and ski.  Dahl practiced yoga every day and was working toward certification as an 
instructor, friend Mimi Smith said. 
 Smith's husband, Tim, described Alflen as "Mr. Active." 
 "He was always in motion," he said. 
 Alflen recently started volunteering as a Big Brother, and both often worked at a soup kitchen on holidays. 
 "But it's not like they would have ever bragged about it," Mimi Smith said.  "They just did it because they wanted to do it." 
 In a recent conversation with a friend, Dahl talked about her feelings for her husband, Tim Smith said. 
 "Stacy was talking about how Gary was the prefect guy, and how she couldn't imagine not being with Gary," he said. 
 

 
 
Friday, November 22, 2002 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page A1, Column 1 - By DeeDee Correll & Jeremy Meyer 
 

Slaying suspects caught 
Man, teen hiding out in Larkspur arrested in killing of Crystola couple 

 
 Two suspects accused of shooting a Crystola couple to death were arrested Thursday morning as thy camped in Larkspur. 
 Michael J. Paprocki, 20, and a 16-year-old boy, whose name was withheld because he is a juvenile, were captured at 7 a.m. 
Thursday by the El Paso County Sheriff's Office SWAT team.  Both suspects are from the Monument area. 
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 The two are being held without bond at the El Paso County Criminal Justice Center for investigation of the November 7 
killings of Gary Alflen and Stacy Dahl in their secluded Ute Pass home. 
 "We're obviously glad they've been caught," said Derek George, a friend of the slain couple.  "It makes the lives of the 
people who live in the area a little easier.  But it doesn't really change too much of anything for most of us.  And the question of 
why will probably never be answered." 
 A co-worker found the couple after going to investigate when Dahl didn't show up at EDS, where the two worked. 
 Dahl's body was found on the garage floor, and Alflen's body was in the living room. 
 Investigators said the two appeared to be sitting down to dinner November 6 and that Dahl perhaps heard a noise in the 
garage and went to look. 
 Dahl may have interrupted the suspects as they attempted to burglarize the home, investigators said. 
 Detectives obtained arrest warrants Wednesday for both suspects "as a result of information obtained from multiple 
sources," according to a statement the El Paso County Sheriff's Office released Thursday. 
 Authorities did not release other details about what led detectives to the suspects because the investigation is ongoing, 
spokeswoman Lieutenant Melissa Hartmen said. 
 With Douglas County Sheriff's Office Deputies serving as backup, the El Paso SWAT team closed in on the suspects in the 
2000 bloke of Tenderfoot Drive in Larkspur, an area Douglas County Sheriff's spokesman Bernard Harris described as "a very 
upscale rural area." 
 "It's a beautiful, beautiful neighborhood where crime on a scale of 1 to 10 is about 1," Harris said. 
 He arrests went smoothly, Harris said. 
 Both suspects were arrested on suspicion of two counts of first-degree murder, first-degree burglary, aggravated motor 
vehicle theft, second-degree arson and theft. 
 The 16-year-old was arrested for investigation of possession of a handgun by a juvenile. 
 Sergeant Jim Groth declined to reveal which suspect police say could be the shooter, but he did say investigators believe 
the two were the only ones involved in the killings. 
 Investigators are checking to see if the two suspects could be charged with other crimes. 
 El Paso County court records show Paprocki has several years of relatively minor scrapes with the law -- including being 
convicted of criminal mischief when he was 15, bouncing checks when he was 18 and getting pulled over with expired license 
plates this year. 
 In 1997, then 15-year-old Paprocki was initially charged with burglary. 
 Paprocki struck a deal with prosecutors and pleaded guilty to criminal mischief.  His sentence included two years of 
probation, time in a boot camp and stints in juvenile jail, court records show. 
 Later, Paprocki began bouncing checks and was arrested for writing a bad $1,000 check for a Jeep. 
 Paprocki pleaded guilty, and the charge was reduced from a felony to a misdemeanor.  He went on a year of probation. 
 A woman contacted at the address listed for Paprocki in court records said she is not related to him. 
 The news of the arrests relieved the residents in the isolated Columbine Canyon subdivision, where the couple lived. 
 Resident Frank Puett said he and his neighbors have taken a lot of precautions lately, such as installing motion detectors 
and deadbolt locks. 
 "I'm very happy it's been handled so quick," he said.  "They worked on it real hard." 
 

 
 
Thursday, November 28, 2002 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page METRO1, Column 5 - By Bill Hethcock 
 

Teen will be tried as adult 
Suspect in Crystola killings faces life in prison, no parole 

 
 A 16-year-old Monument boy accused of shooting a Crystola couple to death for fun will be tried as an adult. 
 Prosecutors charged Josiah S. Ivy on Wednesday with two counts of first-degree murder after deliberation and two counts of 
felony murder in the November 6 deaths of Gary Alflen and Stacy Lee Dahl in the couple's secluded home in Crystola. 
 Ivy also was charged with two counts of first-degree burglary, two counts of second-degree burglary, aggravated motor 
vehicle theft and second-degree arson. 
 If convicted, Ivy faces life in prison without the possibility of parole.  Colorado law does not allow the death penalty for 
anyone younger than 18. 
 Deputy District Attorney Amy Mullaney said state law allows prosecutors to charge defendants 14 or older as adults if the 
seriousness of the crime merits it.  It is relatively common in homicide cases. 
 "Whenever you have evidence to support first-degree murder after deliberation, that is precisely what the statute was 
designed for," Mullaney said.  "It's an adult decision.  There should be adult consequences. 
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 Co-defendant Michael Paprocki, 20, is scheduled to be charged Monday.  Authorities say Ivy and Paprocki randomly 
selected Alflen and Dahl to burglarize and kill because Ivy wanted to experience what killing felt like. 
 The couple was found shot to death at their home in the private Columbine Canyon subdivision off U.S. Highway 24.  Their 
Subaru Outback was stolen and found burned to a shell off Mount Herman Road. 
 An investigation of home burglaries in the area led sheriff's deputies to Ivy and Paprocki, who were arrested November 21 at 
a campsite in Larkspur.  Investigators said they found shoes in the suspects' tent that were consistent with prints found at the 
scene of the killings. 
 Sheriff's Office officials say both men confessed, but the arrest affidavits remain sealed to protect the identities of witnesses. 
 

 
 
Tuesday, December 3, 2002 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page METRO2, Column 1 - By Bill Hethcock 
 

Suspect returned to scene 
Evidence of gun experiments found near slain couple, cops say 

 
 Sixteen-year-old Josiah Ivy shot a Crystola couple to death during a burglary, then went back to experiment, according to an 
arrest affidavit released Monday. 
 El Paso County sheriff's investigators found a folded sheet with gunpowder burns and a hole in it next to Stacy Lee Dahl's 
head and a pillow with a hole next to Gary Alflen's head.  Bullets were found lodged in the pillow and sheet. 
 Dahl's body was found on the garage floor of their secluded Crystola home, and Alflen's body was in the living room.  Each 
was shot twice and killed before Ivy fired through the pillow and the sheet, said Commander Joe Breister of the El Paso 
County Sheriff's Office. 
 "Mr. Ivy was experimenting with different things," Breister said.  "What would minimize blood spatter, what would a bullet 
travel through." 
 He said poor-quality ammunition could explain why the bullets did not completely penetrate the pillow or sheet. 
 Ivy and Michael Paprocki, 20, appeared in court Monday to be advised of the charges against them. 
 Each faces two counts of first-degree murder after deliberation and two counts of felony murder in the November 6 deaths of 
Alflen and Dahl.  Each faces two counts of second-degree burglary, aggravated motor vehicle theft and second-degree arson. 
 Fourth Judicial District Judge David Gilbert will decide December 30 or 31 whether prosecutors have enough evidence to 
order Ivy and Paprocki to stand trial. 
 Investigators zeroed in on Ivy and Paprocki after an 18-year-old acquaintance said Ivy told him he and Paprocki robbed and 
killed a couple in the mountains, the affidavit said.  An arrest affidavit is a document signed by a judge that authorizes use to 
outline evidence supporting an arrest. 
 Paprocki and Ivy have given conflicting accounts of what happened, although investigators think Ivy was the triggerman.  
They think he entered through the garage and shot Dahl first, then Alflen.  But in another account, Ivy said he and Paprocki 
knocked on the door, shot Alflen shortly after he answered and then shot Dahl in the back, the affidavit says. 
 Sheriff's investigators think the men then stole cash, a computer and the couple's car, which was later found burned off 
Mount Herman Road.  Ivy and Paprocki were arrested November 21 at a campsite in Larkspur. 
 Sheriff's investigators say both confessed to involvement in the crimes.  Sue Barry, who attended Monday's court hearing to 
support Paprocki, said he never would intentionally be part of a murder.  She said Paprocki lived in her Monument home on 
and off and is a good friend of her son's. 
 "He's a good boy," she said.  "He's got a good heart.  This is not Mike." 
 

 
 
Tuesday, December 31, 2002 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page METRO2, Column 1 - By Bill Hethcock 
 

Evidence dispute delays slaying case 
Prosecutor blames inaccurate reports, tapes on crime lab backlog 

 
 A hearing for two men accused of slaying a Crystola couple was postponed Monday after defense lawyers accused 
prosecutors of withholding crucial evidence. 
 Josiah Ivy, 16, and Michael Paprocki, 20, are charged with first-degree murder after deliberation, felony murder, burglary, 
aggravated car theft and arson in the November 6 deaths of Gary Alflen and Stacy Lee Dahl. 
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 El Paso County Sheriff's Investigators say Ivy and Paprocki broke into the couple's secluded Crystola home, shot them, 
stole their car and other items and later burned the car to avoid getting caught.  Ivy and Paprocki were scheduled for a 
preliminary hearing in which a judge would have decided whether prosecutors have enough evidence to try them. 
 But Paprocki's public defender, Pat Behan, said prosecutors turned over five mislabeled and incomplete videotapes 
containing the interrogations of Ivy and Paprocki. 
 Investigative reports, autopsy photos, search warrants and crime scene evaluations were missing, incomplete or released at 
the last minute, making it impossible to adequately prepare, Behan said. 
 The law requires prosecutors to share evidence with defense lawyers before court proceedings. 
 Behan and Ivy's attorney, Philip Dubois, asked 4th Judicial District Judge David Gilbert to penalize prosecutors by 
dismissing the charges.  Gilbert refused but postponed the preliminary hearing until February 26. 
 Deputy District Attorney Dave Young said prosecutors shared enough evidence for a preliminary hearing, in which limited 
information is presented.  He said prosecutors will turn over the rest as soon as possible if Ivy and Paprocki are ordered to 
stand trial. 
 Young said the videotapes were cut short because of a mistake during copying.  He said a rash of homicides in El Paso 
County and Colorado Springs created a backlog at the combined city-county crime lab and hampered investigators' ability to 
prepare reports. 
 "It's more important to this community to get murderers off the streets than to get a typewritten report done," Young said.  He 
suggested Ivy and Paprocki bear blame for the delays because they "chose to kill these two victims right before Christmas." 
 Dubois said defendants shouldn't have to sacrifice the right to effective legal counsel and a fair, speedy trial because 
investigators face backlogs. 
 

 
 
Wednesday, February 5, 2003 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page METRO2, Column 5 
 

Suspect relative turns in gun in Crystola slayings 
 

 A relative of suspected killer Josiah Ivy, 16, turned in the gun used to kill Stacy Dahl and Gary Alflen, El Paso County 
Sheriff's officials said Tuesday. 
 Investigators said January 24 they were still searching for the weapon used in the November 7 double homicide in Crystola. 
 An unidentified relative of Ivy then went to the campsite where Ivy and fellow suspect Michael Paprocki, 20, were camping at 
the time of the homicides and found the gun buried in the dirt, Lieutenant Melissa Hartman said. 
 The relative told Ivy's attorney, who contacted authorities and turned in the gun. 
 

 
 
Thursday, February 27, 2003 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page METRO1, Column 1 - Anslee Willett 
 

Man pleads guilty in triple homicide case 
Teen suspected of killing couple 

 
 Josiah Ivy killed a Crystola couple in November because they caught him burglarizing their home and wouldn't be quiet, 
according to testimony Wednesday during a preliminary hearing. 
 Ivy, 17, told a friend he equated the killings to a video game, El Paso County Sheriff's Detective Gabriel Firpo testified. 
 Gary Alflen, 47, and Stacy Dahl, 39, were shot to death November 7 at their secluded home on top of a hill in the private 
Columbine Canyon subdivision off U.S. Highway 24. 
 Ivy and Michael Paprocki, 20, have been charged with two counts of first-degree murder, felony murder, burglary, 
aggravated car theft and arson in connection with the deaths. 
 Detectives were led to Ivy and Paprocki after two people told them the suspects said they were involved in the homicides. 
 The preliminary hearing to determine whether there is enough evidence to take the case to trial began Wednesday in 4th 
Judicial District Judge David Gilbert's court.  It is expected to conclude today. 
 Based on Wednesday's proceedings, prosecutors with the 4th Judicial District Attorney's Office appear to be relying on 
confessions from Ivy and Paprocki.  Both said Ivy shot Alflen and Dahl. 
 The suspects gave conflicting statements, however, about how they entered the house.  Ivy said he went through the 
garage, and Paprocki said Ivy used the front door. 
 Ivy's attorney, Philip Dubois, raised questions about the accuracy of the statements the tow informants and Paprocki made. 
 In some cases involving an adult suspect and a juvenile suspect, both agree to let the juvenile take the blame, Dubois said. 
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 The events of November 6, based on testimony from detectives who investigated the deaths: 
 The suspects parked Ivy's car and then hiked in about five miles. 
 They broke into one house, then stopped outside another where they saw people through a window. 
 "I bet I could kill those people," Ivy said. 
 Paprocki pointed out a child. 
 "Yeah, so?" Ivy replied. 
 Paprocki said he wouldn't let Ivy hurt a child. 
 They then went to the neighbor's house, where Alflen and Dahl lived. 
 As they were walking up the driveway, Ivy talked about shooting someone. 
 Alflen and Dahl apparently were about to sit down to dinner.  Guacamole dip was half eaten, and tomatoes and cheese were 
in the microwave. 
 Ivy said he was in the garage rummaging through items when Dahl came in, turned on the lights and screamed.  He asked 
her to stop.  She didn't, so he shot her twice. 
 Ivy went inside and found Alflen, who wouldn't stop screaming either.  He shot him twice. 
 At some point, Ivy reloaded the handgun.  He put a pillow next to Alflen's head and fired a third shot. 
 "He mentioned seeing that on TV to possibly silence the revolver, but he could hear it anyway," Firpo said. 
 Deputy District Attorney Dave Young asked if Paprocki did anything to stop the killings. 
 "He said in retrospect he should have, but he did not," Firpo said. 
 The suspects left in the victims' car, which was later found burned to a shell. 
 

 
 
Friday, February 28, 2003 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page METRO1, Column 3 - Bill Hethcock 
 

Two will be tried on murder charges 
 

 Two friends accused of killing a Crystola couple during a burglary will stand trial on first-degree murder and other charges, a 
judge ruled Thursday. 
 Michael Paprocki, 20, and Josiah Ivy, 17, will enter pleas at their arraignment April 4 on two counts of first-degree murder 
each, two counts of felony murder each and other charges. 
 They are charged in the deaths of Gary Alflen, 47, and Stacy Dahl, 39, who were found shot to death November 7 at their 
secluded home in the private Columbine Canyon subdivision off U.S. Highway 24. 
 Brad Woods, a friend of the defendants, testified Ivy had a fascination with guns and Paprocki had a penchant for criminal 
mischief. 
 But Woods, 18, said he couldn't believe it when Ivy and Paprocki told him what they had done. 
 "They rang the doorbell.  Josiah had a gun pointed at (Alflen) when he answered the door.  He started freaking out, and 
Josiah wound up shooting him," Woods said, recounting what Paprocki told him. 
 Woods said Paprocki told him Ivy shot Dahl, then both men stole the couple's car and later burned it. 
 Paprocki's lawyer Pat Behan said he shouldn't be charged with first-degree murder because he didn't shoot anyone and he 
didn't know Ivy would.  Paprocki thought Ivy was joking when he talked about killing someone to see how it felt, she said. 
 "This was in no way planned, agreed to or encouraged by my client." she said. 
 Ivy's lawyer, Phil Dubois, suggested Paprocki has minimized his role in the crimes and pinned the blame on Ivy, possibly 
because Ivy is a juvenile.  He said investigators were too quick to believe the version of events offered by Paprocki, who said 
he never shot anyone or intended for Ivy to shoot. 
 El Paso County Sheriff's Detective Gabriel Firpo testified people who knew Paprocki consistently referred to him as a "nice 
guy."  Dubois suggested Paprocki has everybody fooled. 
 "Detective Firpo, do you know who Eddie Haskell is?"  Dubois asked, referring to the troublemaker on "Leave it to Beaver." 
 Deputy District Attorney Dave Young said Ivy and Paprocki wouldn't have been carrying a handgun while burglarizing 
mountain homes if they didn't plan to use it. 
 Paprocki refused to let Ivy burglarize a house in which children were playing because he didn't want kids to be killed, Young 
said.  That decision by Paprocki shows he thought through the possibilities, Young said. 
 Fourth Judicial District Judge David Gilbert ruled prosecutors presented enough evidence to proceed to trial. 
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Saturday, April 5, 2003 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page METRO3, Column 5 - By Bill Hethcock 
 

Crystola slaying suspects will stay jailed until trial 
 

 Two friends accused of killing a Crystola couple during a burglary will be jailed without bond until their trial, a judge ruled 
Friday. 
 Judge David Gilbert of the 4th Judicial District ruled the prosecution's evidence against Michael Paprocki and Josiah Ivy is 
strong enough to order them held without bail. 
 Paprocki, 20, and Ivy, 17, are charged with two counts of first-degree murder each, two counts of felony murder each, 
burglary and other charges. 
 They are accused of killing Gary Alflen, 47, and Stacy Dahl, 39, who were found shot to death November 7 at their secluded 
home in a subdivision off U.S. Highway 24. 
 Defense attorneys for both men said the prosecution's case is weak and their clients should be freed on bond. 
 Paprocki's lawyer said the evidence suggests he didn't shoot anyone and had no reason to believe Ivy would kill.  Ivy's 
lawyer said Paprocki has minimized his role in the crimes and heaped the blame on Ivy because Ivy is a juvenile and might not 
be punished as harshly. 
 Prosecutor Amy Mullaney said all evidence points to Ivy as the shooter. 
 Seven shots were fired, so the shooter had to reload, she said. 
 Paprocki chose to commit burglaries with Ivy when he knew Ivy was carrying a handgun, she said, and Ivy told Paprocki he 
planned to kill to see what it felt like.  Paprocki could have stopped the shootings but chose not to, Mullaney said. 
 The arraignments of Paprocki and Ivy were postponed after their defense attorneys said they could not be prepared for trial 
within six months.  Speedy trial laws require trial dates to be set within six months of arraignment unless the defendant waives 
that right. 
 

 
 
Saturday, June 21, 2003 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page METRO2, Column 5 
 

Trial set in couple’s murder 
 

 A man charged with first-degree murder in the deaths of a Crystola couple during a burglary pleaded innocent at his 
arraignment Friday. 
 An October 27 trial date was set for Michael Paprocki, 20. 
 Paprocki and Josiah Ivy, 17, face two counts of first-degree murder each, two counts of felony murder each, and burglary 
and other charges.  They are accused of killing Gary Alflen, 47, and Stacy Dahl, 39, who were found shot to death November 
7 at their secluded home in a subdivision off U.S. Highway 24. 
 Ivy will be arraigned August 8.  Paprocki and Ivy are being held without bail. 
 

 
 
Thursday, April 22, 2004 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page METRO3, Column 5 
 

Teen’s murder trial postponed 
 

 The trial of a teenager charged with first-degree murder in the deaths of a Crystola couple during a burglary was postponed 
Wednesday. 
 Josiah Ivy, 17, was scheduled to stand trial next week, but the start was pushed back to July 27 after his lawyer suggested 
he might not be mentally competent. 
 Judge Kirk Samelson of the 4th Judicial District delayed the trial until Ivy can be evaluated by psychiatrists at the Colorado 
Mental Health Institute in Pueblo. 
 Ivy and Michael Paprocki, 20, face two counts of first-degree murder each two counts of felony murder each, and burglary 
and other charges. 
 The two are accused of killing Gary Alflen, 47, and Stacy Dahl, 39, who were found shot to death November 7 at their 
secluded home in a subdivision off U.S. Highway 24. 
 Paprocki’s trial is scheduled for October 27. 
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Thursday, July 1, 2004 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page METRO3, Column 5 
 

Teen’s murder trial postponed 
 

 The trial of a teenager charge with first-degree murder in the deaths of a Crystola couple during a burglary was postponed 
indefinitely Wednesday pending the results of a mental health exam. 
 Josiah Ivy, 17, was scheduled to stand trial July 27.  His lawyer in April suggested he might not be mentally competent and 
a 4th Judicial District judge ordered him to be evaluated by psychiatrists at the Colorado Mental Health Institute in Pueblo.  
The judge was supposed to receive the results of the evaluation Wednesday, but the report was not prepared.  Ivy will be back 
in court August 16 for receipt of the report, and a trial date will be set then if he is found competent. 
 Ivy and Michael Paprocki, 20, face two counts of first-degree murder each, two counts of felony murder each, and burglary 
and other charges. 
 The two are accused of killing Gary Alflen, 47, and Stacy Dahl, 39, who were found shot to death in November 2002 at their 
secluded home in a subdivision off U.S. Highway 24. 
 Paprocki’s trial is scheduled for October 27. 
 

 
 
Tuesday, August 17, 2004 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page METRO1, Column 2 - By Bill Hethcock 
 

Teen’s competency at issue in case 
Ivy would be tried for murders of Crystola couple in late 2002 

 
 An 18-year-old accused of murdering a Crystola couple to see what it would feel like is mentally competent to stand trial, 
according to a state psychiatrist who examined him. 
 The attorney defending Josiah Ivy, however, wants a second opinion. 
 Defense attorney Philip DuBois said Monday he plans to find a private psychiatrist to challenge the finding of Mark Diamond 
of the Colorado Mental Health Institute in Pueblo. 
 Both psychiatrists are expected to testify in a hearing October 15 and Judge Kirk Samuelson of the 4th Judicial District will 
decide whether Ivy is mentally fit for trial. 
 Ivy and Michael Paprocki, 22, are charged in the deaths of Gary Alflen, 47, and Stacy Dahl, 39, who were found shot to 
death in November 2002 at their secluded home in the Columbine Canyon subdivision off U.S. Highway 24. 
 Prosecutors say Ivy and Paprocki randomly selected Alflen and Dahl to burglarize and kill because Ivy, who was 16 at the 
time, wanted to experience what killing was like. 
 El Paso County sheriff’s investigators say Paprocki and Ivy broke in, shot the couple, stole their car and other items and 
later burned the car to avoid getting caught. 
 Jury selection started Monday and continues today in Paprocki’s trial.  Opening remarks in the two-week trial are expected 
Wednesday.  Ivy is scheduled for trial December 7 if he’s found competent. 
 Paprocki and Ivy each face two counts of first-degree murder, two counts of felony murder, burglary, aggravated car theft 
and arson. 
 

 
 
Friday, August 20, 2004 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page METRO1, Column 1 - By Bill Hethcock 
 

Couple slain for fun, prosecutor says 
Trial starts for first of two suspects in November 2002 killings 

 
 Gary Alflen and Stacy Dahl seemed to have life figured out. 
 They lived in their dream house in the mountains. They had great jobs with a computer company.  They spent free time 
hiking, skiing, biking, running and enjoying the outdoors and each other. 
 That was before Michael Paprocki, 20, and Josiah Ivy, 16, randomly picked the Crystola couple to see how killing felt, 
prosecutor Dave Young told jurors Thursday in Paprocki’s first-degree murder trial. 
 “They weren’t murdered out of greed,” Young said during opening remarks. 
 “They weren’t murdered out of jealousy . . . They were murdered because two individuals, including Michael Paprocki, 
thought it would be fun.” 
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 Paprocki’s lawyer, Ryan Loewer, said his client was with Ivy on November 6, 2002, but he did not kill or encourage the 
killings. 
 Ivy talked about using the .357 Magnum he carried in his waistband, but Paprocki thought it was idle chatter by a misguided 
teen trying to impress his older friend, Loewer said. 
 Paprocki was outside the house when Ivy fired the fatal shots, and Paprocki did not burglarize the house until after Alflen 
and Dahl were dead, Loewer said. 
 “Mike could not believe it and was freaking out,” he said.  “What had been an unrealistic statement by a 16-year-old kid 
turned into reality.” 
 Alflen, 47, and Dahl, 39, were found shot to death at their secluded home in the private Columbine Canyon subdivision off 
U.S. Highway 24. 
 They were marred 13 years. 
 Dahl’s body was found on the garage floor, and Alflen’s body was in the living room. 
 Each was shot twice. 
 Paprocki and Ivy face two counts of first-degree murder each, two counts of felony murder each, burglary and other charges 
in 4th Judicial District courts.  Ivy is scheduled for trial in December. 
 Brad Woods, 20, a friend of Ivy and Paprocki, testified both told him they burglarized the Crystola house and both said Ivy 
shot Alflen and Dahl. 
 Woods didn’t know whether to believe them until he saw a TV news story about the killings four days later. 
 Sheriff’s investigators say Ivy and Paprocki confessed and said Ivy was the shooter. 
 Young read letters from Paprocki found in Ivy’s cell after the two were arrested. 
 “It’s OK we got caught,” one said.  “Now we just know what to do next time.” 
 Another describes how the two returned to the scene days after the killings and sat on a rock watching detectives collect 
evidence. 
 In a third letter, Paprocki expressed anger that Woods talked to investigators. 
 “If I get out he might have an accident,” Paprocki wrote.  “It will look like a drug deal gone bad.” 
 In a fourth letter, Paprocki urged Ivy to stop talking about the case. 
 “Trust no one,” he wrote.  “Please don’t tell anyone else.  It will -- us more.” 
 Paprocki signed the letters “Peace out.” 
 

 
 
Saturday, August 21, 2004 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page METRO1, Column 1 - By Dennis Huspeni 
 

911 tape disturbs murder trial jury 
Woman who found couple takes stand 

 
 Jurors in the double-murder trial of Michael Paprocki endured emotionally wrenching testimony Friday from the woman who 
found the body of her friend and called 911. 
 Paprocki, 22, faces two counts of first-degree murder, two counts of felony murder and burglary charges in the shooting 
deaths of Gary Alflen and Stacy Dahl on November 6, 2002, in their Crystola home. 
 Prosecutors say Paprocki and Josiah Ivy, then 16, broke into the married couple’s secluded home in the private Columbine 
Canyon subdivision off U.S. Highway 24 and shot them with a .357-caliber handgun. 
 When Sandra Disney took the stand Friday morning, she fought back tears as she as she described how she found Dahl 
lying on the garage floor, dried blood in a pool around her head. 
 “She was lying down as if she had come out of the house,” Disney said.  “Then I saw all the blood.” 
 Dahl’s family and Disney cried as prosecutor Dave Young played the 911 tape of Disney calling police. 
 A clean-shaven Paprocki, dressed in a white shirt with a light blue tie, showed no emotion as he intermittently took notes on 
a legal pad and occasionally chewed his fingernails. 
 The nine women and five men in the jury box were obviously disturbed by the tape. 
 Prosecutors spent most of the day familiarizing jurors with the couple’s house and gruesome pictures of the two bodies. 
 Defense attorney Pat Behan objected to those photos five times, but no in open court.  Fourth Judicial District Judge David 
Gilbert allowed her to come to his bench each time and make her arguments out of the earshot of the jury.  Gilbert overruled 
the objections -- except for one close-up photo of Dahl, which was not allowed. 
 Defense attorneys often object to photos of bodies because they can make the jurors prejudiced against the defendant. 
 The last prosecution witness Friday was El Paso County Sheriff’s Deputy Gabe Firpo -- an investigator with the major-
crimes unit when the killings took place. 
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 Firpo testified he found a folded-up sheet near Dahl’s body with a bullet hole in it, indicating it had been fired through at 
close range.  He also said he found a throw pillow with a bullet hole through it near Alflen -- who was lying behind the couch in 
the living room. 
 Both had been shot in the head, and Alflen was shot in the torso.  The photo showed Alflen still clutching his reading 
glasses. 
 Young also played part of a videotape showing Firpo interviewing Paprocki shortly after his arrest. 
 “There’s a time to try and save your ass and there’s a time to lie,” Firpo told Paprocki on the tape. “This is the time to save 
your ass and not lie.” 
 Paprocki admitted to Firpo that he and Ivy had burglarized a cabin in the woods but denied shooting anyone. 
 “I want to help you out, but I don’t want to screw myself,” Paprocki told Firpo.  “I’ve done quite a few bad things; I’m not 
going to lie.” 
 Paprocki kept asking Firpo, “Is there some assurance I could get?” 
 When confronted pointblank about the murders, Paprocki said he didn’t do anything. 
 “Did you pull the trigger?” Firpo asked. 
 “No, I did not,” Paprocki said.  “You won’t find any weapons in my tent, but if you look in (Ivy’s) you’ll find something.  That’s 
all I’m saying. 
 “I really didn’t pull the trigger.” 
 Ivy is scheduled for trial in December. 
 Paprocki’s trial continues Monday morning. 
 

 
 
Tuesday, August 24, 2004 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page METRO1, Column 1 - By Bill Hethcock 
 

Jury sees videotaped confession to killings 
 

 Michael Paprocki felt so guilty about the killings of a Crystola couple that he confessed to his dog. 
 Then he confessed to sheriff’s detectives. 
 A 4th Judicial District jury watched Paprocki’s videotaped confession Monday in his first-degree murder trial. 
 Paprocki, then 20, admitted to burglarizing mountain homes in November 2002 with his friend, Josiah Ivy, who was 16.  Both 
are accused of murdering Gary Alflen and Stacy Dahl, who were shot to death in their Crystola home. 
 Paprocki blamed the shootings on Ivy, whom he said fantasized about killing. 
 “(Ivy) said he wanted to do something like that for quite a while,” Paprocki said. 
 Paprocki sighed heavily, laughed nervously and drank bottled water throughout the interrogation.  He waved his hands as 
he spoke, repeatedly asked for a cigarette and twice told detectives “I can’t believe I’m telling you guys this.” 
 Prosecutors say Paprocki and Ivy planned the slayings and killed for fun.  Paprocki’s lawyers say the killings were 
spontaneous acts by Ivy. 
 Paprocki said Ivy confided that he wanted to push someone overboard while on an ocean cruise with his family.  Ivy said he 
lay awake scheming about ways to get away with it but didn’t go through with the plan, Paprocki said.  Ivy talked about killing 
his father, Paprocki said. 
 Ivy carried a .357-caliber handgun and occasionally talked of shooting a random victim, Paprocki said.  He talked about it on 
the night Alflen and Dahl were killed, but Paprocki didn’t know whether to take him seriously, he said. 
 That night, Ivy went to the front door, knocked, and shot Alflen as soon as he answered, Paprocki said.  Ivy ran inside and 
Paprocki heard more gunshots, he told El Paso County sheriff’s deputy Gabe Firpo. 
 After three or four shots, Paprocki went inside “to see what the hell was going on,” he said.  He saw Alflen moaning and 
bleeding on the floor, he said. 
 Investigators found Alflen’s body in the living room and Dahl’s body on the garage floor when they arrived the next day at 
the couple’s secluded home in the private Columbine Canyon subdivision off U.S. Highway 24. 
 After the shootings, Ivy told Paprocki killing was fun, Paprocki said. 
 “He told me it was just a rush -- killing people and seeing their faces,” Paprocki said.  “It was like a movie but in first person.  
He just pretty much enjoyed the whole thing.” 
 Paprocki said he should have stopped Ivy from killing or called police after the shootings.  Guilt gnawed at him.  He saw 
Alflen’s face in his nightmares, he said. 
 “I told my dog (about the killings),” Paprocki said.  “I felt really bad, so I told her the next night. 
 Holly White, a friend of Dahl and Alflen, said she thinks Paprocki intended to kill from the time he and Ivy started burglarizing 
houses. 
 “(Paprocki) was in on this,” she said outside the courtroom.  “If he didn’t think it was going to happen, why did they hike in so 
far and why were they carrying a gun?” 
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 Paprocki faces two counts of first-degree murder, two counts of felony murder, burglary and other charges.  He faces life in 
prison if convicted of first-degree or felony murder.  Ivy, who faces the same charges, is scheduled for trial in December. 
 

 
 
Wednesday, August 25, 2004 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page METRO1, Column 1 - By Bill Hethcock 
 

Jurors in slaying trial will see parts of letters found in cell 
 

 Michael Paprocki and Josiah Ivy stole stuff together, prosecutors say. 
 They bonded over the violent music of shock rappers Insane Clown Posse. 
 And, prosecutors say, they killed a Crystola couple because they wanted to know how killing felt. 
 Their relationship continued through letters they wrote after they were jailed in different cells on murder charges. 
 Jurors will see parts of those letters today when Paprocki’s first-degree murder trial resumes in a 4th Judicial District 
courtroom. 
 Paprocki’s public defenders Tuesday asked Judge David Gilbert to limit how much jurors can hear about letters Paprocki 
purportedly wrote to Ivy. 
 Gilbert ordered prosecutors to censor racist language, references to drug use and some references to crimes the two 
allegedly committed. 
 He will allow prosecutors to present passages intended to help jurors understand the relationship between Paprocki and Ivy, 
20 years old and 16, respectively, when the killings occurred. 
 Paprocki’s lawyers say the killings of Gary Alflen, 47, and Stacy Dahl, 39, were spontaneous acts by Ivy.  In interviews with 
investigators, Paprocki said he was shocked and sickened when Ivy allegedly knocked on the couple’s door and shot them. 
 Prosecutor Amy Mullaney said Paprocki’s letters to Ivy after the killings suggest he was not as surprised or horrified as he 
let on. 
 The letters, found in Ivy’s cell, talk about the possibly of escaping jail and robbing banks together. 
 Paprocki also promises in the letters he’ll help Ivy he gets out of jail first. 
 Paprocki writes about stealing vehicles with Ivy, smoking pot and sneaking into a hotel together to urinate on the grounds.  
At one point, Paprocki writes ‘my trigger finger is itching.” 
 The letters contain drawings, including one of a man being shot in the head, and Paprocki’s reference to a man getting a 
“slug in the noggin.” 
 Jurors heard Tuesday from an El Paso County Sheriff’s Office detective who found a receipt in Paprocki’s wallet for .38-
caliber bullets and Paprocki, in an interview with detectives, denied buying bullets. 
 Paprocki and Ivy face two counts of first-degree murder each, two counts of felony murder each, burglary and other 
charges.  Ivy is scheduled for trial in December. 
 

 
 
Thursday, August 26, 2004 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page METRO3, Column 5 
 

Jury studies Paprocki prints 
 

 Imprints from Michael Paprocki’s well-worn Spaldings were all over the house of a Crystola couple he is charged with 
murdering, a crime scene technician testified Wednesday in 4th Judicial District Court. 
 Paprocki, 22, and Josiah Ivy, 18, are charged in the deaths of Gary Alflen, 47, and Stacy Dahl, 39, who were found shot to 
death at their secluded home in the private Columbine Canyon subdivision off U.S. Highway 24. 
 Jurors spent much of the morning looking at highly magnified shoe prints and comparing them with magnified photos of the 
bottoms of Paprocki’s and Ivy’s shoes. 
 Jeff Saviano of the Metro Forensics Lab said nine prints matching a pair of shoes found in Paprocki’s tent were found in the 
Crystola house on objects ranging from a manila folder to a credit card receipt.  Crime scene technicians also found shoe 
prints in the house from Vans shoes found in Ivy’s tent. 
 The two were arrested at a campsite in larkspur a couple of weeks after the killings. 
 Paprocki and Ivy face two counts of first-degree murder each, two counts of felony murder each, burglary, aggravated car 
theft and arson.  If convicted, they face life in prison without the possibility of parole. 
 Ivy is scheduled for trial in December. 
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Friday, August 27, 2004 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page METRO2, Column 3 - By Bill Hethcock 
 

Blood drops dispute suspect’s version of double-killing scene 
 

 The microwave still was beeping when investigators arrived to gather evidence at Gary Alflen and Stacy Dahl’s secluded 
home in Crystola. 
 Chips and guacamole dip were half-eaten on the kitchen table. 
 Tomatoes and cheese were in the microwave. 
 Alflen’s body was on the living room floor, and Dahl’s was found in the garage. 
 Prosecutors on Thursday rested their case against Michael Paprocki, 22. 
 He and Josiah Ivy, 18, are charged in the November 2002 deaths of Alflen, 47, and Dahl, 39, who were found shot to death 
at their hilltop home in the private Columbine Canyon subdivision off U.S. Highway 224. 
 Bloodstain analysis showed Alflen was shot first as he answered the door and Dahl was chased in to the garage and killed, 
said Kim Bjorndahl of the Metro Forensics Lab, a joint operation of the Colorado Springs Police Department and El Paso 
County Sheriff’s Office. 
 Dahl was shot in the cheek, beaten at least three times on the head and face, then shot in the spine, Bjorndahl said.  She 
based her opinion on bloodstains on a door and the garage wall and other evidence. 
 The angle that blood droplets hit the door suggest someone was standing in the doorway while Dahl was beaten, Bjorndahl 
said.  Prosecutors say it was Paprocki. 
 Paprocki said he was with Ivy the night of the shootings, but he didn’t kill or help kill.  He says he was standing in the 
driveway when the killings took place. 
 Ivy, too, told investigators he shot Alflen and Dahl.  The suspects gave conflicting statements, however, about how they 
entered the house.  Ivy said he went through the garage, and Paprocki said Ivy used the front door. 
 Prosecutors say the evidence supports Paprocki’s version of how they entered, but they think Paprocki was inside for longer 
than he admits.  Prosecutors think he was inside when the shootings occurred and possibly fired shots. 
 Paprocki and Ivy face two counts of first-degree murder each, two counts of felony murder each, burglary and other 
charges.  If convicted, they face life in prison without parole. 
 Ivy is scheduled for trial in December. 
 

 
 
Saturday, August 28, 2004 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page METRO1, Column 5 - By Bill Hethcock 
 

Deliberations will resume Monday in murder trial 
 

 Jurors will return Monday to try to reach a verdict in the trial of a man charged with killing a Crystola couple during a 
burglary. 
 A 4th Judicial District jury deliberated for more than three hours Friday in the case of Michael Paprocki, 22, before being 
sent home for the weekend. 
 Prosecutors, in closing arguments Friday, labeled Paprocki a heartless slaughterer.  His public defender painted him as a 
petty burglar who was in the wrong place at the wrong time. 
 “Gary and Stacy were slaughtered by two men they didn’t know . . . in what should have been their sanctuary.” Deputy 
District Attorney Amy Mullaney said. 
 Paprocki’s lawyer, Pat Behan, said the killings were spontaneous acts by Ivy.  Paprocki did not help plan the killings or 
encourage Ivy, she said.  He entered the house after the fatal shots and then only because he wanted to check on Ivy, she 
said. 
 “You can’t hold Michael Paprocki responsible for the thoughts and acts of Josiah Ivy,” Behan told the jury. 
 Alflen and Dahl were picked at random because Ivy and Paprocki wanted to know what it felt like to kill, prosecutors said. 
 November 5, 2002, Paprocki and Ivy parked Ivy’s car and hiked about five miles to the area, where they started burglarizing 
houses, Mullaney said. 
 They broke into one house, then stopped outside another where they saw people through a window.  Ivy boasted that he 
could kill the family inside, but Paprocki stopped him because a child was in the house, Mullaney said. 
 “His only stipulation is ‘not if they’ve got a child,’” Mullaney said.  “If they don’t apparently it’s OK with Michael Paprocki.” 
 They then went to the neighbor’s house, where Alflen and Dahl lived, Mullaney said. 
 The married couple never had a chance, she said. 
 “Kill first, rob second -- that was their plan,” Mullaney said.  “You know what they didn’t say to Gary and Stacy?  They didn’t 
say, ‘Folks, put your hands in the air and move to the back and nobody gets hurt.’  Kill first, rob second.” 
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 Paprocki would have stopped Ivy from killing Alflen and Dahl if he would have realized his friend was serious about using 
the .357 Magnum he liked to carry, Behan said. 
 “(Ivy) joked about it over and over,” she said.  “(Paprocki) didn’t know whether to take him seriously.” 
 Ivy went to the door, knocked and shot Alflen and Dahl before Paprocki realized what was going on, Behan said. 
 Paprocki and Ivy face two counts of first-degree murder each, two counts of felony murder each, burglary and other charges 
in 4th Judicial District courts.  Ivy is scheduled for trial in December. 
 Paprocki faces life in prison without parole if convicted of first-degree or felony murder. 
 An investigation of home burglaries in the Crystola area led sheriff’s deputies to Ivy and Paprocki, who were arrested 
November 21, 2002, at a campsite in Larkspur.  Investigators found shoes in the suspects’ tents that matched prints found at 
the scene of the killings. 
 Ivy and Paprocki confessed.  Both said Ivy shot Alflen and Dahl. 
 Ivy’s lawyer, Philip DuBois, has argued in pretrial hearings that Ivy took the blame for the killings because he was 16 and 
Paprocki convinced him he’d get a lighter sentence because he’d be tried as a juvenile.  Ivy is being tried as an adult. 
 

 
 
Tuesday, August 31, 2004 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page METRO1, Column 2 - By Bill Hethcock 
 

Man convicted in slayings 
Paprocki gets life in prison for couple’s murder 

 
 Michael Paprocki will spend the rest of his life in prison after jurors Monday convicted him of every charge he faced in the 
deaths of a Crystola couple during a burglary. 
 Jurors rejected the defense that Paprocki was a petty burglar who was in the wrong place when his younger friend, Josiah 
Ivy, decided to kill. 
 They instead aided with prosecutors who argued Paprocki, who was 20 at the time, and Ivy, who was 16, planned the 
slayings and killed for fun. 
 Paprocki hung his head and nervously rubbed his fingers against his lips as Judge David Gilbert of the 4th Judicial District 
read the verdicts. 
 Paprocki, now 22, was found guilty of two counts of first-degree murder after deliberation and two counts of felony murder in 
the deaths of Gary Alflen, 47, and Stacy Dahl, 39. 
 Paprocki also was convicted of two counts of accessory to murder, car theft, arson and five counts of burglary.  Prosecutors 
said Paprocki and Ivy broke into the home, shot the couple, stole their car and later burned it to hide the evidence.  They broke 
into other homes in the days and hours before the killings, prosecutors said. 
 The jury of seven women and five men deliberated for seven hours before reaching the verdict. 
 Outside the courtroom, the victims’ friends and family celebrated with long, tearful hugs. 
 “It’s sad to be happy about something like this, but he got what he deserves,” said Holly White, a friend of Dahl. 
 Alflen’s mother called it “heart wrenching” to hear details about the slayings of her son and daughter-in-law in court. 
 “This tragedy has torn out a piece of my heart,” said Marlene Alflen of Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
 “There’s a void that will never be filled.  They were two wonderful people and they did not deserve to die the way they did.” 
 Sue Roersma, Gary Alflen’s sister, praised prosecutors Amy Mullaney and Dave Young. 
 “I am very happy to see justice served,” she said.  “It will never bring them back, but we will take this verdict in the process 
of trying to heal from the terrible loss of Gary and Stacy.” 
 Young shared the family’s satisfaction. 
 “That’s why I’m a prosecutor,” he said.  “That’s why I do what I do.” 
 Paprocki’s lawyer, Pat Behan, is disappointed. 
 “The jury was very attentive and obviously they voted the way they felt, but I’m disappointed, and we will appeal,” she said. 
 Prosecutors said Paprocki and Ivy randomly selected Alflen and Dahl to burglarize and kill because they wanted to know 
how it felt to kill. 
 The killings scared residents of the mountain town, and the arrests of Paprocki and Ivy two weeks later shocked the tight-
knit communities of Monument and the affluent rural suburb of Woodmoor where the two grew up. 
 An investigation of home burglaries in the area led sheriff’s deputies to Ivy and Paprocki, who were arrested November 21, 
2002, at a Larkspur campsite. 
 Ivy and Paprocki confessed.  Both said Ivy shot Alflen and Dahl. 
 Ivy’s lawyer argued in pretrial hearings that Ivy took the blame for the killings because he was 16 and Paprocki convinced 
him he’d get a lighter sentence because he would be tried as a juvenile.  Ivy is being tried as an adult. 
 Ivy’s lawyer argued in pretrial hearings that Ivy took the blame for the killings because he would be tried as a juvenile.  Ivy is 
being tried as an adult. 
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 Ivy is scheduled for trial in December if he is found competent at a hearing scheduled October 15.  He is being evaluated by 
psychiatrist at the Colorado Mental Health Institute in Pueblo. 
 

 
 
Saturday, October 16, 2004 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page Metro2, Column 5 
 

Murder trial postponed 
 
 The trial of an 18-year-old accused of murdering a Crystola couple during a burglary was postponed Friday because of 
questions about his mental competency. 
 Josiah Ivy’s trial was moved from December 7 to February 1 after his lawyer requested more time for an expert to evaluate 
psychiatric tests.  The February trial date will stand if a judge finds Ivy competent in a hearing scheduled January 21. 
 A state psychiatrist examined Ivy and in August pronounced him competent for trial, but Ivy’s lawyer requested a second 
opinion from a private psychiatrist. 
 Co-defendant Michael Paprocki, 22, was convicted August 30 of first-degree murder and other charges in the deaths of 
Gary Alflen, 47, and Stacy Diehl, 39. 
 The husband and wife were found shot to death in November 2002 at their secluded home in the Columbine Canyon 
subdivision off U.S. Highway 24. 
 Prosecutors say Ivy and Paprocki randomly selected Alflen and Dahl to burglarize and kill because Ivy, who was 16 at the 
time, wanted to experience what killing was like. 
 El Paso County Sheriff’s investigators say Paprocki and Ivy broke in, shot the couple, stole their car and other items and 
later burned the car. 
 

 
 
Saturday, November 20, 2004 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page Metro1, Column 4 - By Bill Hethcock 
 

Murderer gets two life terms 
 
 Random, senseless, cold-blooded and cowardly. 
 That’s how Judge Dave Gilbert described Michael Paprocki’s crimes Friday before sentencing the 22-year-old to back-to-
back life sentences for the deaths of a Crystola couple during a burglary. 
 “Your punishment is designed to protect this community and other communities from you,” Gilbert told Paprocki.  “It is not 
meant to redeem you.  If you at some point find some measure of redemption, it will be in a place far from here where you 
can’t harm innocent people.” 
 The sentence came after a handcuffed and shackled Paprocki insisted -- as he did in his August trial -- that he’s not a killer. 
 “Burglary, car theft -- those are the crimes I’m guilty of,” he said.  “Not murder.” 
 That wasn’t how a 4th Judicial District jury saw it. 
 Paprocki was convicted August 30 of every charge he faced, including two counts of premeditated first-degree murder and 
two counts of felony murder in the deaths of Gary Alflen, 47, and Stacy Dahl, 39.  The two were found shot to death November 
7, 2002, at their home in the private Columbine Canyon subdivision off U.S. Highway 24. 
 Jurors also convicted Paprocki of two counts of accessory to murder, car theft, arson and five counts of burglary.  Gilbert 
added 40 years to his sentence for those crimes. 
 Prosecutors said Paprocki and Josiah Ivy randomly broke into the Alflen-Dahl home, shot the couple for fun, stole their car 
and later burned it to hide the evidence.  They broke into other homes in the days and hours before the killings, prosecutors 
said. 
 Jurors rejected the defense that Paprocki was a petty burglar who was in the wrong place when Ivy, who was 16 at the time, 
decided to kill. 
 In court Friday, Alflen and Dahl’s family and friends painted Paprocki as a remorseless monster, a fool with no future, as 
Satan personified. 
 Holly White, a friend of the slain couple, remembered the phone call in which she was told of their deaths. 
 “I fell to my knees and sobbed,” she said.  “I thought this could not be true.” 
 Caroline Qualey, Dahl’s older sister, said she hopes Paprocki will be haunted for life by the look on her brother-in-law’s face 
after he was shot.  Paprocki told investigators he saw Alflen’s face in his nightmares. 
 Qualey said she rushed to Alflen and Dahl’s house when she heard of their deaths.  It devastated her that they were in body 
bags the last time they left the mountain home they loved. 
 The family later had the house blessed by a Catholic priest to cleanse it of evil, she said. 
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 Qualey referred to letters Paprocki wrote to Ivy after they were jailed on murder charges.  In them, Paprocki wrote wistfully 
about smoking pot and about crimes the two could commit if they escaped. 
 “Life isn’t about chilling out and getting high, Michael,” Qualey said.  “Unfortunately you missed the most important 
commandments of life.  Thou shalt not kill and love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 Sue Roersma, Alflen’s sister, said her faith teaches her to forgive.  It also teaches her to recognize evil. 
 “Evil has a human face,” she said.  “It’s the face of Michael Paprocki and Josiah Ivy.” 
 Gary’s mother, Marlene Alflen, said her son and daughter-in-law loved the outdoors, and spending time with family and 
friends. 
 Paprocki’s actions left the family nothing but memories, pain and “a picture in a frame,” she said. 
 “I can’t even comprehend how someone can live out their fantasy by killing two people,” she said. 
 Paprocki asked for forgiveness, but said murder “never crossed my mind,” before breaking in to Alflen’s and Dahl’s house. 
 “You may think of me as a monster, but I’m not,” he said, reading quickly from a handwritten statement. 
 “I’ve always loved my family as I’m sure you loved yours,” Paprocki said. “I feel terrible about creating such a disturbance in 
your lives.  Please forgive me.” 
 Paprocki and Ivy were arrested November 21, 2002, at a Larkspur campsite.  Both told investigators told Ivy shot Alflen and 
Dahl. 
 Ivy’s lawyer has argued in pretrial hearings that Ivy took the blame for the killings because he was 16 and Paprocki 
convinced him he’d get a lighter sentence because he would be tried as a juvenile.  Ivy is being tried as an adult. 
 Ivy’s trial is scheduled for February 1. 
 His trial has been delayed because of questions about his mental competency. 
 

 
 
Saturday, January 22, 2005 - Colorado Springs Gazette – Page Metro3, Column 1 
 

Judge rules teen fit for murder trial 
 
 An 18-year-old accused of murdering a Crystola couple during a burglary is competent to be tried, a judge ruled Friday. 
 Josiah Ivy’s trial has been delayed because of questions about his mental competency.  A trial date will be set February 14. 
 A state psychiatrist examined Ivy and in August pronounced him competent for trial, but Ivy’s lawyer requested a second 
opinion from a private psychiatrist.  Judge Kirk Samelson ruled Ivy competent after studying all the reports. 
 Co-defendant Michael Paprocki, 22, was convicted August 30 of first-degree murder and other charges in the deaths of 
Gary Alflen, 47, and Stacy Dahl, 39.  He was sentenced in November to back-to-back life sentences. 
 The husband and wife were found shot to death in November 2002 at their secluded home in the Columbine Canyon 
subdivision off U.S. Highway 24. 
 Prosecutors say Ivy and Paprocki randomly selected Alflen and Dahl to burglarize and kill because Ivy, who was 16 at the 
time, wanted to experience what killing was like. 
 El Paso County sheriff’s investigators say Paprocki and Ivy broke in, shot the couple, stole their car and other items and 
later burned the car. 
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Teen gets trial in double slaying 
 
 A June 14 trial was scheduled Monday for an 18-year-old accused of murdering a Crystola couple during a burglary. 
 Josiah Ivy is charged in the deaths of Gary Alflen, 47, and Stacy Dahl, 39.  The husband and wife were found shot to death 
in November 2002 at their secluded home in the Columbine Canyon subdivision off U.S. Highway 24. 
 Co-defendant Michael Paprocki, 22, was convicted in August of first-degree murder and other charges in the deaths and 
sentenced in November to back-to-back life prison sentences. 
 Ivy’s trial has been delayed because of questions about his mental competency.  Psychiatric testing also has raised 
questions about his sanity at the time of the crime, his attorney said. 
 Prosecutors say Ivy and Paprocki randomly selected Alflen and Dahl to burglarize and kill because Ivy, who was 16 at the 
time, wanted to experience what killing was like.  El Paso County Sheriff’s investigators say Paprocki and Ivy broke in, shot the 
couple, and stole their car and other items. 
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Slaying suspect enters insanity plea 
Teen accused in 2002 deaths of Crystola couple 

 
 A suspect in the killing of a Crystola couple pleaded not guilty by reason of insanity Friday. 
 Josiah Seth Ivy, 19, faces charges of first-degree murder, car theft, theft, burglary and arson. 
 Co-defendant Michael Paprocki, 22, was convicted August 30 of first-degree murder and other charges in the deaths of 
Gary Alflen, 47, and Stacy Dahl, 39.  They were found shot to death in November 2002 at their home in the Columbine 
Canyon subdivision off U.S. Highway 24. 
 Paprocki is serving back-to-back life sentences. 
 Ivy’s attorney, Philip Dubois, entered the plea to 4th Judicial District Judge Kirk Samelson on Friday. 
 Dubois didn’t provide the name or whereabouts of the psychologist who examined Ivy.  Samelson ordered Dubois to 
produce the psychologist’s report because prosecutors are entitled to see it. 
 Samelson ruled in January that Ivy is competent to stand trial.  Dubois is asserting Ivy was insane at the time of the crimes 
and incapable of determining right from wrong. 
 Now, in addition to having to prove Ivy committed the crimes beyond a reasonable doubt, prosecutors must counter the 
defense claims he was not mentally competent. 
 Samelson warned Ivy Friday that anything he says to doctors at the Colorado Department of Human Services can be used 
against him at trial, set for June 14. 
 Ivy responded with a soft-spoken “Yes, sir.” 
 If found not guilty by reasons of insanity, Ivy would be sent to the state mental hospital until doctors determined he was well 
enough to leave. 
 Prosecutors say Ivy and Paprocki randomly selected Alflen and Dahl to burglarize and kill because Ivy, who was 16, wanted 
to experience what killing was like.  El Paso County sheriff’s investigators say Paprocki and Ivy broke in, shot the couple, stole 
their car and other items and burned the car. 
 Dubois has argued in pretrial hearings that Ivy took the blame for the killings because he was 16 and Paprocki convinced 
him he’d get a lighter sentence because he would be tried as a juvenile. 
 Ivy is being tried as an adult. 
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Lawyer: Teen was just following killer friend 
Boy wasn’t gunman in couple’s slaying, attorney says 

 
 A teenager who confessed to killing a Crystola couple when he was 16 changed his story on the opening day of his first-
degree murder trial Thursday. 
 Josiah Seth Ivy doesn’t deny being at the couple’s house or taking part in the burglary the night they were killed, his 
attorney, Philip Dubois, told the jury in his opening statement. 
 Dubois, though, said Ivy wasn’t the gunman but has a mental illness that forced him to follow his best friend, Michael 
Paprocki, even if he was committing a crime. 
 Ivy, 19, faces two counts of premeditated first-degree murder, two counts of felony murder, burglary, aggravated car theft 
and arson.  He’ll automatically be sentenced to life in prison without parole if convicted of any of the murder counts. 
 Gary Alflen, 47, and Stacy Dahl, 39, were found shot to death in November 2002 at their secluded mountain home in the 
Columbine Canyon subdivision off U.S. Highway 24. 
 Deputy District Attorney Diana May said Ivy and Paprocki knocked on the couple’s front door, and Ivy shot Alflen when he 
answered.  He then chased Dahl into the garage and beat and shot her, May said. 
 “Gary came to the front door not knowing what was about to hit him,” May said. 
 Dubois blamed the killings on Paprocki, who has been convicted of first-degree murder and is serving a life sentence. 
 According to Dubois, Paprocki and Ivy were rummaging through the garage when Dahl opened the door and turned on the 
light.  Paprocki shot her, then went into the house and shot Alflen, Dubois said. 
 Ivy followed Paprocki into the garage because he has dependent-personality disorder, which is characterized by an 
unnatural dependence on others, Dubois said.  The disorder, he said, made Ivy unable to exercise the judgment necessary 
under Colorado law to be convicted of first-degree or felony murder. 
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 Felony murder doesn’t require prosecutors to prove Ivy pulled the trigger.  It only requires proof that he was involved in a 
serious crime in which a death occurred. 
 “Josiah Ivy did not kill anybody,” Dubois said.  “He did not intend to kill anybody.  He did not expect anybody to be killed.” 
 Ivy has pleaded not guilty by reason of insanity.  The plea means that prosecutors must prove he committed the crimes and 
was sane when he did. 
 If found not guilty by reason of insanity, Ivy will be sent to the state mental hospital until doctors determine he is well enough 
to leave. 
 Judge Kirk Samelson ruled in January that Ivy is competent to stand trial, but it’s up to jurors to decide whether he was 
legally sane at the time of the crimes. 
 May disputed Dubois’ characterization that Ivy was a follower incapable of thinking for himself.  When he was arrested, he 
confessed that the killings were his idea and said he pulled the trigger, she said.  Jurors are expected to watch Ivy’s 
videotaped interrogation today. 
 “Josiah was his own man,” May said.  “He was his own person.” 
 Paprocki, 23, was convicted in August 2004 of every charge he faced, including first-degree murder, in Alflen and Dahl’s 
deaths.  He is serving back-to-back life sentences. 
 In that trial, prosecutors said Ivy and Paprocki randomly selected Alflen and Dahl to burglarize and kill because Ivy wanted 
to experience what killing was like. 
 Dubois has argued in pretrial hearings that Ivy took the blame for the killings because he was 16 and Paprocki convinced 
him he’d get a lighter sentence because he would be tried as a juvenile.  Ivy is being tried as an adult. 
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Court hears teen’s ‘02 murder confession 
 

 Jurors on Friday heard a 16-year-old murder suspect calmly confess to shooting a Crystola couple to death during a 
burglary almost three years ago. 
 Josiah Seth Ivy, now 19, is charged in the deaths of Gary Alflen, 47, and Stacy Dahl, 39.  The husband and wife were killed 
in November 2002 at their secluded home off U.S. Highway 24 in the Columbine Canyon subdivision. 
 In a videotaped interrogation played in 4th Judicial District Court, Ivy said he and Michael Paprocki broke into Alflen’s and 
Dahl’s garage and were rummaging for stuff to steal when Dahl opened a door and surprised them. 
 “The lady saw me, and she started freaking out,” he said. “So I asked her to be quiet, and when she wouldn’t, I shot her.  
Then I heard the guy yelling, and I asked him to be quiet, and he wouldn’t do it, so I shot him, too.” 
 Detective Cliff Porter of the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office asked Ivy to walk him through the crime. 
 “She turned the lights on and started screaming,” Ivy said.  “I just kind of panicked.  I did not want to kill anyone.  That was 
not my intent in going into there at all.” 
 Seconds later, Ivy’s father stopped the interview.  Lou Ivy had signed a waiver allowing his son to be questioned without a 
lawyer, but the father changed his mind. 
 “My son has just confessed to a horrendous thing,” the father said as he fought back tears.  “I need to find out what we need 
to do.  I don’t know what else to do.” 
 After the interview ended, Ivy told his father he knew what he’d done was wrong, Porter told jurors.  Ivy added, “I just threw 
my life away.” 
 When told he’d be charged with first-degree murder, Ivy asked Porter whether Paprocki would face the charges even though 
he hadn’t pulled the trigger, the detective testified.  Porter said Paprocki would. 
 Ivy’s lawyer maintains that Paprocki shot Alflen and Dahl.  Attorney Philip Dubois says Ivy confessed to the killings because 
Paprocki, who was 20, convinced the 16-year-old he’d get a lighter sentence because he would be tried as a juvenile. 
 Ivy is being tried as an adult. 
 He faces two counts of premeditated first-degree murder, two counts of felony murder, burglary, aggravated car theft and 
arson. 
 He has pleaded not guilty by reason of insanity and faces an automatic sentence of life in prison without parole if convicted 
on any of the murder charges. 
 Ivy has dependent personality disorder, which put him under Paprocki’s control when the burglary and killings occurred, 
Dubois said.  The disorder short-circuited Ivy’s ability to think for himself, his attorney said, making him unable to form the 
mental state necessary under Colorado law to be convicted of first-degree or felony murder. 
 Prosecutors say Ivy was the gunman and knew what he was doing when he and Paprocki broke in to the house.  Ivy and 
Paprocki went to the front door and knocked, then Ivy shot Alflen when he answered, prosecutors say.  He then chased Dahl 
into the garage and beat and shot her, according to prosecutors. 



Homicide VICTIM(S): Gary Allen Alflen 
  Stacy Lee Dahl 
Thursday, November 7, 2002 SUSPECT(S): Josiah Seth Ivy 
  Michael Paprocki 

 
 

 
Prepared by: Page 18 of 22 July 2, 2019 
Dwight Haverkorn 

 Paprocki and Ivy stole their victims’ car and other items and later burned the car to hide evidence of their crimes, 
prosecutors say. 
 Paprocki, 23, was convicted of first-degree murder and other charges in the deaths and sentenced in November to back-to-
back life sentences. 
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Expert: Ivy’s plea of insanity baseless 
 

 Josiah Ivy was sane when he allegedly killed a Crystola couple during a burglary, a state psychiatrist testified Monday in a 
murder trial. 
 Dr. Mark Diamond of the Colorado Mental Health Institute in Pueblo said Ivy didn’t seem to understand the severity of the 
situation he faced after being arrested and charged in the deaths of Gary Alflen, 47, and Stacy Dahl, 39. 
 Although Ivy’s behavior was unusual, it didn’t make him incompetent to stand trial or prove he was insane at the time of the 
crime, Diamond said. 
 “He didn’t seem to get it,” Diamond said.  “He was being tried on very serious charges, and he didn’t seem to understand the 
seriousness of the situation.” 
 Ivy has pleaded not guilty by reason of insanity. 
 Prosecutors say Ivy killed Alflen and Dahl during a burglary and later confessed.  Ivy’s lawyer, Philip Dubois, said Ivy 
accompanied co-defendant Michael Paprocki on a burglary of the Alflen-Dahl house, but Paprocki was the gunman. 
 Dubois, who is expected to call a psychologist to counter Diamond’s testimony this week, says Ivy has dependent 
personality disorder, which put him under Paprocki’s control when the burglary and killings occurred.  The disorder impaired 
Ivy’s ability to think for himself, his attorney said. 
 Ivy confessed to the killings because Paprocki, who was 20 at the time, convinced the then-16-year-old he’d get a lighter 
sentence because he would be tried as a juvenile, Dubois said. 
 Ivy, now 19, is being tried as an adult.  He faces two counts of premeditated murder, two counts of felony murder, burglary, 
aggravated car theft and arson. 
 Ivy faces an automatic life sentence without parole if convicted on any of the murder charges. 
 Alflen and Dahl were killed in November 2002 at their secluded home off U.S. Highway 24 in the Columbine Canyon 
subdivision. 
 Paprocki and Ivy stole their victims’ car and other items and later burned the car to hide evidence of their crimes, 
prosecutors say. 
 Paprocki, 23, was convicted of first-degree murder and other charges in the deaths and sentenced in November to back-to-
back life sentences. 
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Crystola defendant called a follower 
Defense witness contradicts psychiatrist 

 
 Sixteen-year-old Josiah Ivy’s clingy personality made him tag along with his best friend on a burglary that ended in the 
murder of a Crystola couple, a psychologist testified Wednesday. 
 Ivy suffers from dependent personality disorder, a mental impairment that made him unable to refuse 20-year-old Michael 
Paprocki’s suggestion they burglarize houses together, Richard Spiegle said at Ivy’s trial. 
 “Mike was his leader, his mentor, his best friend,” Spiegle said.  “Whatever Mike said, he would follow.” 
 The disorder caused Ivy to mindlessly trail Paprocki into the home of Stacy Dahl, 39, and Gary Alflen, 47, instead of running 
away after Paprocki shot Dahl in the garage and Alflen in the house, Spiegle said. 
 Spiegle disputed earlier testimony by state psychiatrist Mark Diamond, who said Ivy was sane when the crimes occurred.  
Prosecutors say Ivy was, in fact, the gunman. 
 Alflen and Dahl were killed in November 2002. 
 Dependent personality disorder is characterized by an excessive need to be taken care of that leads to needy behavior, 
Spiegle said.  Other characteristics include unfounded fear of abandonment, difficulty making decisions, an inability to 
disagree with others and willingness to do unpleasant tasks to win another’s approval, he said. 
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 Jurors also heard from crime scene technician Kim Bjorndahl, who said bloodstain analysis, the angle of gunshot wounds 
and the position of the bodies show Alflen was shot first and Dahl was chased into the garage and killed. 
 The testimony supported the prosecution’s position that Ivy -- not Paprocki -- shot Alflen and Dahl. 
 Ivy’s lawyer says Paprocki and Ivy broke into the garage.  Paprocki shot Dahl when she surprised the burglars as they 
rummaged through the garage, defense attorney Philip Dubois said.  Paprocki then ran into the house and shot Alflen as Ivy 
followed, unarmed, Dubois said. 
 Prosecutors say Paprocki and Ivy were looking to kill and went to the Crystola couple’s front door.  Ivy shot Alflen when he 
answered, chased Dahl into the garage and shot her, say prosecutors, who base their version on Paprocki’s statements to 
police. 
 Ivy originally told investigators he shot Alflen and Dahl, but now says Paprocki shot them.  Ivy says he took the blame for 
killings because Paprocki convinced him he’d be tried as a juvenile and get a lighter sentence. 
 Ivy, now 19, is being tried as an adult in 4th Judicial District Court.  He faces two counts of premeditated first- degree 
murder, two counts of felony murder, burglary, aggravated car theft and arson.  He faces an automatic life sentence without 
parole if convicted on any of the murder charges. 
 Paprocki, 23, was convicted of first-degree murder and sentenced in November to back-to-back life sentences. 
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Boaters: Ivy was passive follower 
Shipmates testify teen wasn’t type to be killer 

 
 Accused teen killer Josiah Ivy spent most of his 15th year sailing the Caribbean and stopping to explore exotic ports of call. 
 At times he piloted a 42-foot schooner, guiding the helm and adjusting the sails.  He read murder mysteries, true crime and 
suspense novels during the down time at sea. 
 After returning to Colorado, prosecutors say, the 16-year-old acted out a true crime of his own, killing a Crystola couple 
during a burglary at the secluded home in November 2002. 
 Ivy faces two counts of premeditated first-degree murder, two counts of felony murder, burglary, aggravated car theft and 
arson. 
 He is accused of killing Stacy Dahl, 39, and her husband, Gary Alflen, 47, and faces an automatic life sentence without 
parole if convicted on any of the murder charges. 
 Ivy, now 19, being tried as an adult in 4th Judicial District Court.  He has pleaded not guilty by reason of insanity. 
 Ivy’s defense lawyer on Thursday called Ivy’s former shipmates to testify on his behalf. 
 They described him as a nonviolent, naive follower -- a polite kid who shrank from confrontation, who would never kill. 
 Bob Beard, a retired philosophy professor, said he met Ivy’s family when he was sailing the Caribbean in 200 in a schooner 
he and friends built. 
 He kept in touch with the ivy family and hired Josiah as a crew member when he and his wife, who are in their 70s, decided 
to take a 10-month trip the next year.  Ivy’s father was happy to send his son to sea. 
 His father, who had caught him son smoking marijuana, wanted to get him away from friends he considered bad influences, 
Beard said.  Ivy, who was home-schooled, took his books aboard. 
 At sea, Ivy read plenty but rarely studied, Beard said.  He was good in the boat’s kitchen and trustworthy enough to handle 
four-hour shifts at the helm, Beard said. 
 “I trusted my life on many occasions to Josiah,” Beard said.  “We all did.” 
 Andrew George, who was a crew member for part of the trip, said Ivy talked about using LSD “hundreds of times,” but he 
figured it was just boyish bravado. 
 George’s twin brother, Aaron, 26, said Ivy at first seemed resentful about being away from his Colorado friends, but later 
warmed to the idea of being at sea.  He said Ivy tagged along with him wherever he went. 
 “Josiah is definitely a follower type -- very passive,” Aaron George said.  “Very rarely on the boat did he do anything on his 
own initiative, except for sleep.” 
 “I don’t recall an instance where he even raised his voice.  He was very withdrawn and passive -- not at all aggressive.” 
 Aaron George said Ivy was extremely impressionable -- so much so that he worried he would hang out with friends who’d 
get him in trouble when he returned to Colorado. 
 The boat mates’ testimony buoyed Ivy’s defense team’s contention that he has a mental impairment called dependent 
personality disorder that made him tag along with his best friend, Michael Paprocki, on a burglary that ended in the murder of 
Alflen and Dahl. 
 Ivy’s lawyer says Paprocki shot the couple and Ivy participated in the burglary because he didn’t want to disappoint his 
friend. 
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 Ivy originally told investigators he shot Alflen and Dahl, but now says he took the blame for the killings because Paprocki 
convinced him he’s be tried as a juvenile and get a lighter sentence. 
 Paprocki, 23, was convicted of first-degree murder and sentenced in November to back-to-back life sentences. 
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Ivy boasted of crimes, officers say 
Detention staff depict uncooperative teen 

 
 Days after he was arrested, 16-year-old Josiah Ivy told a corrections officer he killed a Crystola couple to see how killing felt, 
the officer testified Friday. 
 Cindy Shelstat, a corrections officer at Spring Creek Youth Detention Center, said 10 or 12 inmates at the facility told her Ivy 
was boasting about his alleged crimes, so she went to his room to warn him not to talk. 
 She said Spring Creek has a rule against youths discussing “war stories,” or crimes, because their statements can be used 
against them in court. 
 After cautioning Ivy, Shelstat said, she asked him what was going through his mind. 
 “He looked at me and said ‘I just wanted to know what it felt like to kill someone,’” Shelstat said.  “I got physically sick to my 
stomach.” 
 Shelstat said Ivy, who had been lying in his bed with his hands behind his head, chuckled and rolled over to face the wall as 
Shelstat walked away. 
 Prosecutors on Friday called several detention officers who portrayed Ivy as a troubled, dangerous and sometimes cocky 
inmate. 
 The testimony contrasted with that of defense witnesses who portrayed Ivy as a harmless, naive follower. 
 Alana Kim Diestalkamp, a supervisor at Spring Creek, said she overheard Ivy boasting to another inmate. 
 “When I walked by, he (Ivy) told the other kid, ‘Yeah, we did it, but they’re never going to be able to prove it,’” Diestalkamp 
said. 
 Ivy’s lawyer, Philip Dubois, said it’s common for kids who are incarcerated to “puff” or boast about things they didn’t do to 
impress others in the lockup. 
 Five deputies who work at the El Paso County Criminal Justice Center, where Ivy was transferred after Spring Creek, said 
they found contraband in repeated searches of his cell. 
 Among the banned items were violent, obscene song lyrics, a pen with a sharpened end, sharpened copper wires hidden in 
Ivy’s Bible and a 66-foot rope fashioned out of jailhouse towels braided together. 
 Ivy also had to be moved to another cell once because he got into a fight with another inmate, deputies said. 
 Dubois said the other inmate started the fight and that Ivy’s cellmates might have been responsible for the contraband. 
 Jurors are expected to hear closing arguments and begin deliberating in the case Tuesday. 
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Ivy handed 2 life terms for murders 
Jury rejects teen’s insanity defense in Crystola deaths 

 
 A 19-year-old was sentenced Tuesday to two life sentences after a jury convicted him of every charge he faced in the 
deaths of a Crystola couple three years ago. 
 “You wanted to know what it felt like to kill people,” Judge Kirk Samelson told Josiah Ivy during sentencing.  “Now you’re 
going to know what it is like to spend the rest of your life in prison.” 
 Ivy, wearing a blue sweater vest, sat still and looked blankly ahead, blinking often, as Samelson read the jury’s verdicts.  
The packed courtroom sat silent as Samelson pronounced Ivy guilty of two counts of premeditated first-degree murder and 
eleven other felonies. 
 Jurors deliberated for three hours before rejecting the insanity defense and convicting Ivy of murder in the deaths of Gary 
Alflen, 47, and Stacy Dahl, 39. 
 Ivy’s lawyer, Philip Dubois, said the conviction will be appealed. 
 Marlene Alflen said her son and daughter-in-law had promising futures before Ivy and his best friend, Michael Paprocki, 
randomly picked them to burglarize and kill. 
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 “You are a very evil person,” she told Ivy.  “You’re a bad seed with no conscience at all.  A piece of my heart has been 
ripped out.” 
 Sue Roersma, Alflen’s sister, said her life has changed forever.  She said she still grieves every day. 
 “When you chose to end Gary and Stacy’s life it evidenced that you are no longer fit to be a part of society,” she told Ivy.  
“Their lives were not meant to be disposed of on a whim.  They were vibrant loving people.” 
 Caroline Qualey, Dahl’s older sister, said she still can’t believe Dahl and Alflen were in body bags the last time they left their 
mountain dream home. 
 “My family and I have experienced hell on earth,” she said.  “We have experienced utter devastation, pain, frustration, and 
now relief (at the verdict).” 
 Bob Beard, an Ivy family friend, said Ivy is innocent but the truth didn’t come out in the trial. 
 “This case is a tragedy for everyone involved,” he said outside the courthouse.  “It’s a tragedy for the Dahl and Alflen 
families, for the Ivy family and for those of us who care very much for Josiah.  And it’s a tragedy for a young man whose life is 
over.” 
 In addition to first-degree murder, Ivy was convicted of two counts of felony murder, two counts of first-degree burglary, two 
counts of second-degree burglary, aggravated vehicle theft, second-degree arson and three counts of first-degree trespassing. 
 He was sentenced to life in prison without parole for each first-degree murder count plus 24 years in prison on the other 
counts. 
 Prosecutors said Ivy, then 16, and 20-year-old Paprocki knocked on Alflen and Dahl’s front door, and Ivy shot Alflen when 
he answered.  He then chased Dahl into the garage and beat and shot her, Assistant District Attorney Amy Mullaney told 
jurors in her closing remarks. 
 Ivy and Paprocki then ransacked the house, stole their victims’ car and other items and later burned the car to destroy 
evidence of their crimes, Mullaney said. 
 She used Ivy’s own statements to investigators and jail guards to convict him, including an admission to a youth detentions 
officer in which Ivy said he killed because he wanted to know how it felt. 
 The evidence, she said, “paints a clear picture of cold, calculated and brutal murder.” 
 Dubois blamed the killings on Paprocki, who has been convicted of first-degree murder and is serving a life sentence. 
 According to Dubois, Paprocki and Ivy were rummaging through the garage when Dahl opened the door and turned on the 
light.  Paprocki shot her, then went into the house and shot Alflen, Dubois said. 
 Ivy has a mental impairment called dependent personality disorder, Dubois said, which made him unable to refuse 
Paprocki’s suggestion they burglarize houses together and made him follow his older friend into the home after the shooting.  
The disorder, Dubois said, erased Ivy’s ability to exercise the judgment necessary under Colorado law to be convicted of first-
degree or felony murder. 
 Prosecutors discounted the impact of mental illness, if any, and said he knew what he was doing when he killed. 
 “It was his decision to burglarize,” Mullaney said.  “It was his decision to terrorize.  It was his decision to kill.”  
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Thrill killer’s sentence delayed 
 

 A judge said Friday that she needs more time to rule on a man’s plea for leniency nearly two decades after authorities say 
he killed a Crystola couple as a 16-year-old out for a thrill. 
 The announcement by 4th Judicial District Judge Marla Prudek came at the end of a five-day resentencing hearing for Josiah 
Seth Ivy.  He is due to join the nearly two dozen youthful killers who have received new sentences after the U.S. Supreme 
Court rule that barring parole for people who commit serious crimes as children is “cruel and unusual punishment.” 
 “We understand that it’s difficult to come back after all this time,” one of Ivy’s attorneys, Cindy Hyatt, told the judge Friday, 
aging that laws and attitudes have changed and that Ivy is due the chance to show he can be rehabilitated. 
 Now 33, Ivy was originally sentenced to two life terms without parole in the November 6, 2002, killings of Gary Alflen, 47, 
and Stacy Dahl, 39. 
 A 2012 Supreme Court decision effectively abolished life sentences without parole for juvenile killers, and a 2016 decision 
made the ruling retroactive, requiring Colorado to craft a new sentencing scheme for children charged with murder or other 
heinous crimes. 
 Whether Ivy gets a shot at freedom depends on Prudek. 
 His attorneys want Prudek to craft a sentence that will grant him a chance of parole after 40 years, or to select a penalty in 
the mitigated range of 30-50 years.  If the judge were to order that the sentences run concurrently, instead of stacking them to 
a cumulative total, he could one day be released under either scenario. 
 Prosecutors want the sentences to be served one after another, all but guaranteeing Ivy would die behind bars. 
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 A guard at Springs Creek Youth Services Center testified at Ivy’s 2005 trial that he confessed to being the trigger man, 
telling her that he shot the couple “to see what it felt like,” But the allegation met resistance this week. 
 Ivy’s attorneys questioned whether Ivy ever made the statement, and they blamed the shooting on an older co-defendant, 
Michael Paprocki, 20, who they say persuaded Ivy to claim responsibility.  They put on evidence that his abusive childhood left 
him less able to appreciate consequences and more likely to be manipulated by older people. 
 Paprocki was also convicted of two counts of first-degree murder in separate proceedings and is serving life without parole. 
 Nearly a dozen of the victim’s friends and relatives spoke out against granting Ivy a sentence that would release him. 
 “I hope the right decision is made so I don’t ever have to think about Josiah Ivy again,” Alflen’s nephew, Michael Dabkowsi, 
said in a statement read in court, calling him “evil” and recounting testimony that Ivy returned to the scene of the crime a day 
afterward to watch detectives at work. 
 Ivy’s sister and others spoke about his effort to take accountability and change his life while being held in prison. 
 It’s unclear when a ruling will be issued.  
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Sentence in double killing changed 
Ivy now has chance at eventual freedom 

 
 A man who was 16 when he helped execute a Crystola couple to see “what it felt like” has been resentenced to 84 years in 
prison, the latest youthful killer to earn a chance at freedom under recent reforms. 
 Josiah Seth Ivy, now 33, initially was ordered to serve two life terms without the possibility of parole after he was convicted 
in the fatal shootings of Gary Alflen, 47, and Stacy Dahl, 39, during a burglary in their home. 
 But U.S. Supreme Court decisions in 2012 and 2016 found that life sentences without the chance of parole for juveniles 
constitute cruel and unusual punishment, requiring new penalties to be imposed. 
 Fourth Judicial District Judge Marla Prudek issued Ivy’s new sentence Tuesday in a written ruling, following a weeklong 
sentencing hearing in April. 
 The judge’s reasoning is unclear, as the El Paso County clerk of Court’s Office declined to provide her 16-page order, 
saying it didn’t have time to redact the document in keeping with the clerk’s policies.  The ruling could be available 
Wednesday, the clerk’s office said. 
 Ivy is likely to be eligible for parole by 2057, based on estimates provided in court by a Colorado Department of Corrections 
administrator who testified about various sentencing outcomes. 
 The same analysis found that his mandatory release date is likely to be in 2067. 
 An updated parole eligibility date will be posted on the DOC’s website once it updates its records with Ivy’s new sentence. 
 The Supreme Court opinions that led to a sea change in sentencing policies for juveniles turned on developing research 
showing that brains do not fully mature until people are in their mid-20s. 
 Children are more susceptible to influence than adults, and they’re more open to reforming their behavior after they get in 
trouble, the court found. 
 About two dozen youthful killers in Colorado have seen sentence adjustments in the wake of the 2016 Supreme Court 
ruling, sometimes putting them within sight of release. 
 Relatives of Alflen and Dahl asked for a sentence that would keep Ivy behind bars, while his supporters argued that he has 
been rehabilitated.  His attorneys also say his co-defendant, Michael J. Paprocki, was the triggerman, and Ivy’s confession to 
a jail guard - in which he said he killed the couple to see what it felt like - was a case of a teenage “puffery.” 
 Paprocki, now 37, was convicted as an adult and is serving a life sentence without parole at the Sterling Correctional Facility 
in northeastern Colorado. 


