
 
 

Pueblo mansion features craftsmanship - and mummy/Rosemount 

was wonder in its day  
  
Linda DuVal; Travel Editor  

  
 
 
 
    PUEBLO - Today, if you spent $100,000 on a house and all its furnishings, you'd probably be spending 
below the average.  

 
    But in 1893, it bought you a mansion complete with intercom, security system, elevator, central 
heating and bathrooms with running water.  

 
    The Rosemount Victorian House Museum in Pueblo, built for Pueblo merchant, miner, banker and 
rancher John Thatcher, was a marvel in its time. The 37-room, four-story home was named for the 

favorite flower of Thatcher's wife, Margaret, and features roses in the decor throughout the house.  
 
    The 24,000-square-foot mansion was designed by progressive Victorian architect Henry Hudson Holly 
and cost $60,750 to build. The other $40,000 was spent on furnishings.  

 
    The pink rhyolite stone for the exterior was quarried in Castle Rock. The interior features lavish 
woodwork in maple, oak and mahogany, with the woodwork in each room coordinated with the fireplace 

surround and furnishings.  
 
    For example, in the grand entry hall, the first of 10 fireplaces seen in the house has a mahogany 
surround. The matching furniture in the room not only mirrors the wood choice, but the decor repeats the 

griffins carved into the fireplace surround. There also are griffins in the andirons, the chair and table 
carvings.  
 

    Hand-painted ceilings grace almost every room in the house - even the nanny's bedroom. Coffered 
ceilings, ornate woodwork and built-ins make every room a work of art.  
 

    Other fireplaces are faced with oak, silver, marble and tile.  
 
    There's a Tiffany chandelier in every room, equipped to handle gas or electricity.  
 

    "When the house was built, electricity wasn't available in this part of town," says tour guide Catherine 
Anderson. "But they knew it was coming."  
 

    Amazingly enough, the house is unrestored. It's as the family left it in 1968, when the last son died. 
About 85 percent of the furnishings are original, which is remarkable for a historic home and is one of the 
reasons this gem is on the National Register of Historic Places.  
 

    Some outstanding features of the house include a massive three-tier staircase with a 9-by-13-foot 
stained-glass window on the second landing, and a dining-room table big enough for 36 guests set with 
rose-patterned Minton china, silver and crystal.  

 
    Unusual pieces of furniture are found throughout the house. In the library are a bustle chair (the open 
back accommodates that stylish skirt), a courting couch (with moveable backs, so the couple can sit 

facing, but not touching, each other) and a partner desk - with a kneehole and drawers on both sides.  
 
    "All this would be irreplaceable today at any price," Anderson says. "They just don't have the 
craftsmanship to replicate things like this (ornately carved) staircase."  
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    Up on the third floor of the house is something that doesn't belong there - but Puebloans are glad it's 
there. The Andrew McClelland collection of artifacts the benefactor gathered on his world travels includes a 

mummy, which is far and away the most popular item in the house with visiting school children, Anderson 
says.  
 

    Outside the main house is a carriage house, now a gift shop and tea room called Lindy's, where visitors 
can refresh themselves with lunch or a snack after the one-hour tour of the main house.  
 
    And while in Pueblo, consider visiting the Pueblo Zoo, El Pueblo Museum and the Pueblo Nature Center, 

or take a walk through the town's historic district. Rosemount alone is worth the drive, but why not make 
a day of it?  
 

    Gems of Colorado highlights the state's historic sites and natural wonders. It runs periodically in the 
Sunday travel section.  
 
    IF YOU GO  

 
    GETTING THERE: Take Interstate 25 south to Pueblo and take the 13th Street Exit west, past Grand 
Avenue one block to Greenwood. Turn right (north) on Greenwood (one-way) and find a parking spot 

between 14th and 15th streets or elsewhere around the block. The mansion takes up a square block.  
 
    TOURS: Using the west entrance, ring the bell to gain admission. A docent will take you on a tour any 

time from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 2-3:30 p.m. Sundays, through August. Winter hours 
are 1-3:30 p.m. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 2-3:30 p.m. Sundays.  
 
    COST: Admission is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors 60 and older, $2 for children 6-16. Half price for AAA 

members.  
 
    RESTAURANT: Lindy's is open 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Mondays-Fridays. For groups, call (719) 544-9593.  

 
    INFORMATION: For information or group tours of Rosemount, call (719) 545-5290. For information on 
other points of interest in Pueblo, call (719) 542-1704.  
 

    @CUTLINE: Linda DuVal/Gazette Telegraph - Rosemount Victorian House Museum in Pueblo is a rare 
example of a historic home with most of its original furnishings intact. The home was built in 1893 by 
prominent merchant John Thatcher. The 37-room, four-story house was named for the favorite flower of 

Thatcher's wife, Margaret.  
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